‘How great Thou art’
“Such knowledge is too wonderful for me.”
RESPECT FOR ALMIGHTY GOD
Lesson One

The nameGod” is the Bible’s name for the divine nature whiclpassessed by the Father, the Son and the Holy.Sp
The purpose of this series of lessons is to addit&nowledge of how great our God is. Before beigig this study, we
are aware that a full knowledge of this subjecumobtainable to us, because His greatness is fandehuman
comprehension. Notice David’s disclaimer undertitie above. However, we can understand many thihgswe may
not have known before. We associate daily with peegose conversation indicates they do not givel @second
though. For Christians Sunday is a special daywteavorship God on. Seemingly most people nevens® give God
a single thought on this special day. To many, @urd considered a day you can do anything you Wwaxto from
watching a ball game on TV, mowing the lawn, slagpiate, go fishing, visit friends and relatives;.eetc. In our
present contemporary culture, many religious gragesseeing a decline of attendance. Many feelraédas now
reached what they call the post Christian age.

Even among active Christians some have not cortteetoealization of just how great our God is. Tlaee“God” can
become nothing more than just a word. We haveegahkd as much as we could have learned. Oupfdakowledge
about God may be due in part to the fact that nednys are not frequent readers of the Bible. Paminds us that our
faith comes about by hearing His wgi@lomans 10:13)This includes reading also. Our purpose themim geries will
be to expand our knowledge on how great and logingGod is. There will always remain many thingswauld like
to know, but we can expand our knowledge on cettaimgs that we may not have thought of before.is Heries of
lessons oriHow Great Thou Art”"hopefully will leave us with a desire to give Hgreater honor and respect because
who He is.

God himself reminds usf-or my thoughts are not your thoughts, neitheryarer ways my ways declares the Lord. A:
the heavens are higher than the earth so are my wglger than your ways and my thoughts than ymoughts” (Isaiah
55:8-9). The apostle Paul declare$Hh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and kieoge of God! How
unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyaomhd¢y out! Who has known the mind of the Lord? wBo has been
his counsel? Who has ever given to God, that Guulld repay him?” (Romans 11:33-39)his takes away any
bragging we might boast about our knowledge ancrstanding of the Godhead. Again, we must remindedves that
it is impossible to fully grasp and articulate ] awesomeness of God. While God is beyond duilite to fully
comprehend, yet, this must not deter us from legralil that we can.

Robert Herrick wroteTis hard to find God, but to comprehend Him, asis{es labour without endGreat hymns such
as,“How Great Thou Art; plus many other great hymns help us to expresadmiration for God’s greatness and whe
he has done for us. When we finish this seriegfudly we will be able to sing with greater feelirghow more respect
for His word, and express more awe for what hefatidis on the cross. We need to progress fronu&&nowledge to
a deeper spiritual outlook. Worship can be the muesiningful time of the week for us. For examplgnifs tend to stir
our emotions and make us feel closer to the Loganis tend to move us to greater spiritual heightey are more
than just words that come from the mouth. It ie@gnition of the greatness of God. Take a Idakn@ of the great
hymn we often sing.

How Great Thou Art
For You are great and do marvelous deeds. — P<Br1®
O Lord my God! When | in awesome wonder considleha worlds Thy hands have made,
| see the stars, | hear the rolling thunder, Thygmothroughout the universe displayed.
When thru the woods and forest glades | wandehaad the birds sing sweetly in the trees;
When | look down from lofty mountain grandeur arehhthe brook and feel the gentle breeze.

And when | think that God, His Son not sparing,tdéim to die, | scarce can take it in.
That on the cross my burden gladly bearing. Hd bled died to take away my sin.
When Christ shall come with shout of acclamatiod take me home, what joy shall fill my heart!
Then | shall bow in humble adoration and there faiot, my God how great Thou art!



REFRAIN
Then sings my soul, my Savior God to Thee, Howigrféau art, how great Thou art!
Then sings my soul, my Savior God to thee; How tgféau art, how great Thou art!

As we talk to God in prayer there is a feeling e€wity within us simply knowing He is listeningcamelcomes our
petitions. God also appreciates our expressiotisarfksgiving for all He does for us. He knowst tva rely on Him
for our very existence. There is something humbéng cleansing as we partake of the Lord’s Suppeh &veek. The
time we spend in partaking of the Lord’s Suppes tee Lord know that we will never forget the greatrifice He made
that we might be cleansed from our sins. He knowsare keeping alive and fresh in our memoriesddigifixion.
The death of Jesus on the cross is the very hedrtare of the Gospel. He is pleased when He seesad with great
respect from His Word. The preaching of the gospspecial in that it strengthens us as well asgorg those, outside
of Christ into fellowship with Him by hearing Hisord declared and submitting themselves to His wur giving is
special to Him as it shows that we want to seegytspel carried into all the world.

Worship is a great privilege. We should look fordvém worship. It can be one of the most diffic@sponsibilities we
engage in. It requires concentration. It is ssydar our minds to wonder; thus, we fail to realyjoy worship. We are
to worship God‘in spirit and truth.” Sometimes we fail to worship in Spirit. There wallways be unavoidable
distractions at times during worship. But we n&egrompt ourselves and refocus our minds backdoskip. Also,
some look upon worship as a duty and thus mis®wuhe spirit of worship. Duty can rob us of tlg pf worship.
David said,l was glad when they said unto me, let us go thteohouse of the Lord” (Psalm 122:Aye we glad when
we know worship is approachingidke David we need to rejoice when we see thatthur of worship is approaching

HOW GREAT THOU ART
“Such knowledge is too wonderful for me”
NAMES OF GOD
Lesson Two
God is called by many Hebrew names in the Bibleaniof these names might be designated as deseripiimes.
They help us to understand who God is. A few isted below.

ADONAI ......................The LORD, MY GREAT LORD He is our totalitihority. Isaiah 40:3-5
EL...oeeeiiiiiiiiieiieeiivveoe.... THE STRONG ONE. More powerful than apgigan godeExodus 15:2
EL ELYON......cccunenennn. THE God of Israel. Name Abrahgave to an altatsenesis 33:20
ELOHIM........ceiiein THE ALL-POWERFUL ONE, THE CREATORGenesis 1:1
ELOLAM.....ooviiiieiennns THE ETERNAL GOD, THE EVERLASTING GOD.
IMMANUEL ................. GOD WITH US.“I AM.” Matthew 1:23
JEHOVAH.................... THE ONE WHO IS THE SELF-EXISTENT ONE. Goever changeSxodus 3:14

JEHOVAH- JIREH....... THE LORD WILL PROVIDE. Genesis 3:14
YAWH ...(YAH-way)....GOD’'S PERSONAL NAME. The Jews felt His name torea to be pronounced. They used
the name AdonafGod said, to Moses, | Am who | Am. This is whatuyare to say to the Israelites: | am has sentm
to you. Say to the Israelites, the Lord, the Gbgoar fathers — the God of Abraham, the God of¢sand the God
Jacob — has sent me to you. This is my name foreheename by which | am to be remembered fronegion to
generation” (Exodus 3:14-15).

The phras€l Am who | Am” has received much attention through the ages &s texact meaning and has bee
debated. The namé,Am,” became so revered by the Jews that they refusspleiak it. It was so sacred they feare
that they might show irreverence by speaking ith@y might pronounce it improperly. In most Enigligrsions, it is
translated as thieord. Transliterated, it i¥ahweh Originally it was composed of four consonarit$\WH with vowels
added later on. Again, to the Jews the name wasdared to pronounce. The natherd” is used more than 6800
times in the Hebrew text of the Bible.

There are some other interesting names that Gatbisn by.
He is referred to as a rockl will proclaim the name of the Lord. Oh, praiges greatness of our God! He is the Rocl
his works are perfect, and all his ways are jéstaithful God who does no wrong, upright and jisshe.”
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He is looked upon as a king. Isaiah saw the Leatesl upon a throne and exclaim@dy eyes have seen the King, the
Lord Almighty.” Isaiah 6:5

He is referred to as@hepherd He is called the Shepherd of Israel.
He is called thé-irst and Lasin Isaiah 44:6God uses this name to affirm there are no othdsgo

He is also called/aster,and Owner. These denote absolute ownership. God’s name bg tweated with the greates
reverence and respect. The son of an Israeliteandmasphemed the name of God. We are told tlegtlhbught him
to Moses and put him in custody until the will ob& was made clear to them. The Lord respondgake the
blasphemer outside the camp. All those who hesindane to lay their hands on his head, and theeeaisembly is to
stone him. God further instructs the Israelité$t anyone curses his God, he will be held respolesianyone who
blasphemes the name of the Lord must be put tdhtiféagviticus 24:11-15) God expects the utmost respect when w
use His name.

After Israel worshipped the golden calf at the fobMount Sinai, Moses pleaded with God not to aBsthe people.
God’'s answer to Moses wag)o not worship any other God for the Lord; whosene is Jealous, He is a jealous God
(Exodus 34:14) It disturbs God when man will turn to lifelessages and give them the praise, adoration andaesy
that they should be giving to Him only. God ialpus God. He is the only one that should be hioesl.

It is common today to hear God’s name used in eesiectful way. One expression we often hear isnvdbmeone
sees something that excites, or thrills them tHesnorespond with the expression “Oh My God.” Godéane must be
respected and not used as a response to sometivimigids Often God’s name is used as a curse Wwgrdomeone
who is angry or agitated at something or somedded’s hame is often used in a flippant way as jokea or a funny
story someone is telling. Again, this is disresfugdo the eternal God who created us. Paul sattie Athenians'For
in Him we live and move and exist” (Acts 17:28)Ve owe everything to the Lord, even our existerte deserves our
greatest respect.

Psalm 113:1-6
Praise the Lord. Praise, O servants of the Lomisprthe name of the Lord. Let the name of the bergraised,
both now and forevermore. From the rising of the ®uthe place where it sets, The Lord is exaltezt all the nations,
His glory above the heavens. Who is like the Land @od, the one who sits enthroned on high, Whopst@lown to
look on the heavens and the earth? He raises tirefpon the dust and lifts the needy from the ashp) he seats them
with princes, with the princes of their people. $éttles the barren woman in her home as a happyemot children.
Praise the Lord.

God should be the object of all our desires, theeadrall our actions, the principle of all our affens, and the
governing power of our whole souls. Jean Bapissillon

HOW GREAT THOU ART
“Such knowledge is too wonderful for me.”
GOD, SPACE AND TIME
Lesson Three

One of the most difficult things for us to compreties the relationship between God, Space and Thkvie.might begin
this study with a questionwhat is time? Where did it come fronf@an has divided the earth into 24 time zonese TI
International Date Line has been set in the middlihe Pacific Ocean. On the west side of that, lennew day begins
whereas on the east side of that line the day eAdsan example, if you are living in Texas andcpla phone call to
Australia at 11 a.m. Tuesday morning, then at #l@esmoment a person in Australia picks up the phom@swer, the
time the will be 2 a.m. Tuesday. During WW Il Itaally went completely around the world backwards avhen
crossing the International Date Line, | lost a cteteoday out of my life which | have never regained

So, what is this thing we call time® was created by God for the use of man. Hrsabstract concept so we do nc
expect an answer that adequately tells us all wealdviikke to know. It is the universal frame in whiGod sees all
events that have happened as well as those yatdaptace.
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It is as if God can look down from heaven and dkeevents that have happened and those yet to hafpee had a
beginning and eventually it will have an end. Wawd not be able to function effectively withount to tell us when
to carry out our earthly plans. Without time, weuld have total confusion as all our earthly actiovould be very
dysfunctional. Without time, everything would beppaning all at once. So, God made time strictlytfa benefit of
mankind.

There are certain passages that tell us when tegarband also when time will endenesis 1:1ells us emphatically
when time begariln the beginning God created the heavens and 2aBefore this there was no time only eternity
Time was inserted inside of eternity by God for reatonvenience. The Bible also tells us when timk ec@me to an
end. “And surely, | am with you always, to the very emfcthe age.”No one can give a date for its beginning or a da
for its ending. There has been much speculatidrobly Gods knows the answers. Peter tellsSBug the day of the
Lord will come as a thief in the night, in whichetheavens will pass away with a great noise anélgmaents will melt
with fervent heat: both the earth and the works #ne in it will be burned up” (2 Peter 3:10Jhus, time will cease to
exist.

God divided day into two units - day and night. eTBabylonians began their day at sunrise. Fodéwes, their new
day began at sunset. The Egyptians and Romans llegjaday at midnight. This is the time that welanost other
nations begin our day. A day has been divided tatenty-four hours. This was probably done by #meient

Babylonians. They also divided the hour into sixtywutes and a minute has been divided into 60rgkolt is clear
that the origin of the week rests squarely on Gadgereign choice to create all things in six daryd then rest on the
seventh day. The Roman Army had their nights édiohto“watches”of three hours.

At first sundials seem to have been the main metfatketermining what time of the day it was butytiveould have
been useless at night. It would be difficult if mn@ipossible for society to function in today’s wibtvithout time. The
modern day atomic clock makes it possible now tabee accurate than using any other physical device

God dwells eternally in heaven. He lives outsididime and space."For thus says the High and Lofty One whc
inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy.... | live irhigh and holy place” (Isaiah 57:15his is why He can be our
judge because he can always see everything mdq #ap, and do. It also explains why he could iresgiie prophets to
foretell events in the future because he can ses/@went that has happened and every event thdtappen.“From
heaven, the Lord looks down and sees all mankiahn fhis dwelling place he watches all who live @mtle” (Psalm
33:13).Since he dwells in heaven this is the same asgédng lives in eternity. God sees all of mankind averything
they are doing. Also remember God is Omniscienthvis a subject we will study later.

To God, time means nothing. One thousand yeaasdisy to God and a thousand years is the samelag as far as
God is concerned. Thus, God lives eternally. iMeslin eternity for heaven is eternity. God cad does choose to
come to earth and enter time for special occasdioms$ie is not bound by time. Jesus surrenderedtisihoughts and
ways which are not always the same as our thowgtitsvays.“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neitheryarer
ways my ways, declares the Lord” (Isaiah 55:8)ime only affects us in the physical world, but Bxd and all other
beings who are in heaven such as the Godhead lahé angels who are also in the spiritual woi&bd then is outside
of time. With God, it is alwayslOW. This is one of those difficult concepts thah&d for us to grasp. Difficult as it
may be the correct basis for our understandingv ts to realize that God is outside of time.

What about space¥ou cannot have space without time. Neither lyave space and time without God. Space
just as real as the sun, moon and st&rdhere an edge to space? Is space circularasaf tyou departed from a point
then in time you would arrive back at the same paimere you started your space trigdme scientist would say space
it is nothingness while others claim that it israygsh matter of some kind that fills in around thkions of celestial
bodies that make up our universéd! it were possible to reach the edge of space winet would you find beyond
space? Does space continue on beyond what weeeath®ugh telescope€ur modern telescopes delve into th
deepest parts of space but they can only go soA&aiyou can see we are getting in way over oudfe®nly God who
created space knows the answer to all our questibost space. We can only look in amazement at admraGod has
done. Truly we can singjow Great Thou Art The creation of the universe should cause Umte the greatest awe
and respect for our God.
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How does Christ relate to space, time and nfattér the beginning was the Word, and the Word wahod, and the
Word was God. He was with God in the beginnindgiroligh him all things were made; without him nothimas made
that has been made. In Him was life, and thatviés the light of men. The light shines in thekdass, but the
darkness has not understood it” (1 John 1:1-Be Holy Spirit was involved in creation also as idenentioned as
having a part in the creatiofiT he Spirit of God was hovering over the watersé(@sis 1:2)

HOW GREAT THOU ART
“Such knowledge is too wonderful for me.”
GOD THE FATHER IS ETERNAL.
Lesson Four

Standing first in the Godhead is God the fatheis Hifficult to discuss God with accuracy as we hmited to using
finite words to describe Him. The word “eterna”a term beyond our comprehension. There is nmdibgnning nor
is there and ending for GodPsalm 90:Xays,'From everlasting to everlasting, thou art Go@od Existed before time
and will exist after time comes to an end. We halveady noticed that God created time for manés us

GOD OUR FATHER IS OMNISCIENT.
The word omniscient does not appear in the Biblechn apply to God. It simply meahsithout limitations.” He is
without any limits in his knowledge. He knows tieight of the mountains, the number of hairs onhmad, the cause
of cancer, how long the world will last, etc. Adiscovery of man, God already knows about it beednescreated it to
begin with.

God our father knows every move we will ever maki® knows our hearts, thoughts and motivésbrews 4:13%ays,
“Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sighEverything is uncovered and laid bare beforeayes of him to
whom we must give accounfThe father's providence rests upon his omniscienli®Eseph is a good example. Josey
told his brothers;God sent me before you to preserve lifaWith the Psalmist we must saysuch knowledge is too
wonderful for me; it is too high, | cannot obtairi i

GOD OUR FATHER IS OMNIPOTENT
“The Lord omnipotent reigneth.” (Revelation 19:6).

This means the Father is limitless in power. Impossible to conceive of God being limited in avgy except that he
can limit himself.

His power brings to our minds the creation of tméverse. Just think, he spoke it into existenee uhiverse from
nothing. The vastness of space boggles our minasur Galaxy alongMilky Way), there are at least 8.8 billion stars
Billions of planets about the size of the earthitosbars just as our sun. There are thousandshefr dkalaxies. The
Hebrew writer speaks of Gadipholding all things by the word of his power” Bl: Just as quickly he can end al
things(2 Peter 3:7-12)

Also, there is his spiritual creation. This bririggnind heaven, the angels, that part Jesus ispngpfor the redeemed.

GOD OUR FATHER IS OMNIPRESENT

While this word is not found in the Bible yet it steibed a characteristic of God. It means that Gogresent
everywhere at once:Do | not fill heaven and earth? Saith the Lordefemiah 23:24).We are surrounded with
pictures and words we cannot see, feel or hearir@apacity to see them does not mean they doxisit &hey reach
us by invisible waves such as radio, TV, and chbbres. We need special receivers to receive thigeals. Our
incapacity to see, hear or feel God’s presence doesnean He is not near at this moment. It isdaisision not to
reveal himself in some visible form and speak idible languages. His written word is sufficierit.does require faith
on our part.

This to some seems hard to believe since we camagtfeel, hear or know that God is presé#alms 139:1-115 clear
about the presence of the Lordf | take the wings of the morning, and dwell inet uttermost parts of the sea; eve
there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right haradl $told me. If | say, surely the darkness shaller me; even the
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night shall be light about me. Yea the darknedsthinot from thee; but the night shineth as the thee darkness and
the light are alike to thee.”

The indwelling of the Father, the Son and the HS8lyirit in us can be better understood when we dctep
omnipresence of God. | accept the fact that calhghradio and TV waves are all around me. Its$ @s easy to believe
in the indwelling of the Father, the Son and thdyH8pirit. The important question for us is whatdahis indwelling
do for us or do we reject it?

GOD THE FATHER IS SOVEREIGN
_If God is in total control and has already plana#dhings according to his purpose how can mafrée to choose?
The Bible teaches that while God is in control f treation he has given man the freedom to chb@sewn actions.
Even though God is in complete control of his dorayet he never forces anyone to do anything agis will. God
incorporated freedom of choice into his creationtha best choice is the recommendation of JéSusne unto me, all
ye that labour and are heavy laden, and | will gioa rest” (Matthew 11:28).

If God has planned all things according to his psghow can prayer change thingdames saysiThe effectual
fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth muclihds 5:16).God is able tdDeclare the end from the beginning,”
because both appear simultaneously to him. Remeimnisealwaysnow’ with God. Nothing that happens surprise
him or catches him off guard. He saw every evaioie the world was created. Thus, He considewedequests
before we ever uttered them.

God has made full allowance for our prayers. H®ns our prayers to be a part of his plan and psep He can allow
our prayers to enter into events and also arrangesvents to fit the request of our pray&#hat about unanswered
prayers?God has taken all prayers into account and howrstmight be affected by our requests. The poipul@f
our world has now reached seven and a half billibms simply amazing that He knows about me t aubttle speck on
this earth. Yet He hears my prayers and knowthall | do. What is the best answer to your prayerAo answer
must be accepted in faith. By answering no it imagome way bring about good to many who we doewven know
about. God hears and knows the best answer. iByfa accept his answer even thought we may nowkrhy we do
not always get the answer we want. We may getsaaypswer but it is being delayed for a purpose avaat know
about.

HOW GREAT THOU ART
“Such knowledge is too wonderful for me”
THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD CONTINUED
LESSON FIVE

We have been discussing the prayers that we gffeo t1God and how prayer can change everything dimegimes an
opposite event occurs when we have prayed for songetve feel is important. When an opposite ewaturs, your
prayer has not been ignored. It has been considerd possibly refused for your ultimate good dmel good of the
entire universe. When | pray | feel it is just thaher and me which is true. | forget that atdhme moment there are
thousands of other prayers that are going up tdGmg some at the same time. Mine may conflict witlimeone else.
He has to take into account all requests that adem My special request may not be best for nsoreone else or for
others.

There are alternative answers to any request thahay ask. Christ's death on the cross is onkeofiteatest examples
that we can give. His request w&sather if it be thy will, let this cup pass fromefimeaning his death on the cross. i
this case there was no other alternative but feusléo die if men were to be rescued from sin.eNloat Jesus takes into
account God'’s will over his own will, even though Wwas the son of God.

The Christian receives joy in knowing every prayeror she utters is heard by God! God answersvaygus what is
best for us at the time and everyone else who reagmlved. It is no wonder that Paul saidgoay without ceasing.”
He wants to hear our requests.

Romans 11:33-38ays,“Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and kieolge of God. How unsearchable hi
judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out! Wé® known the mind of the Lord? Or who has beerctusiselor?
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Who has ever given to God, that God should repa?hior from him and through him and to him arettatgs. To
him be the glory forever! Amen.”

GOD OUR FATHER IS LOVE
One thing we know about the divine essence of GdHat God is love. This is not all but certaiahe of his reigning
attributes. In fact, love originated with God. Weuld never know what love is if he not loved ukhn saysWe
love Him because He fits loved us.”

If God is love, then why has he allowed sin, epdijn, suffering, sickness and death to exist invthdd? Can these
things be reconciled with love?

FromGenesis 1 & 4t is evident that man was created with the freedd choose good or evil, to believe or disbelieve
obey or disobey, to love or hate. To create advaithout all of these choices would have made manbot incapable
of manifesting any love to anyone. He would ontywhat he was programmed to do. Because man was ¢he
freedom of choice, unfortunately he has choseiveih violation of God’s will. In giving man thededom of choice,
God had to risk the probability of man’s rebelliagainst his creato6o why place man here in the first plac&dd
knew very well what man would do. Thus, before nsame into existence God planned for man’s redempiihe
answer is found irEphesians 1:4 “According as he hath chosen usnnb@fore the foundation of the world, that we
should be holy and without blame before him in l6ve

But shouldn’t the eternal death of one person bentach for a loving God to endure? Why didn’t hepdhis plan of
creation since man would turn out to be so rehbadlfto God has not told us whyhe answer to this may lie in the
depths of God’s eternal love. An illustration miaglp. On our wedding day, we make vows of commitirto
someone we truly love for life. This includes dlétsickness and health that may come. At somd,gbere will be
death which separates us.

Thus, we make our commitments already knowing telidbe difficult times. We accept this kind of certain future
because we believe the present moment of givingebeas to one another in love is worth any lodsavdships we may
suffer in the future. God could have felt our Idee him would be worth far more than what he woladsge. Love far
surpasses our losses.

Also, we know God is able to bring about blessiogsof hardships. The sin that brought about éneltle crucifixion
of our Lord caused our redemption. God chose thg vest plan. Again;Such knowledge is too wonderful for me.”
Truly God’s knowledge is beyond our comprehensidtawever, we believe and trust him to cause atighito work
together for our good

WHAT SHOULD BE OUR RESPONSE?
1. Realize that human sufferings can have a mearipgfpose which we cannot always fathom.

2. Realize it will only be temporary.For | reckon that the sufferings of this presemiet are not worthy to be comparec
with the glory which shall be revealed in us.

3. We should expect some suffering simply because Imase set themselves up in opposition to God’sneivwill.
(See 1 Peter 4:12-14Christians living in our nation have not expeded such hardships as existed in the first centu
but we may be getting closer than we realize.

4. Finally, we should rejoice that God will turn It mto good.

5. Again, remember that God’s thoughts are not oaughts nor are his ways like our ways. We canhiokton the
same level that God thinks on. There are manygththat we cannot understand which will happenstoWWe accept
them because knowing that we have a loving God latves us very much and will do what is best forwe. trust him
because he will never fail us.
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6. God gives us a choice. We may think we know béftan God, but we don’t. We recognize God'’s tristhbsolute
and without any fault. We can be assured he isgiohat is best for us.

HOW GREAT THOU ART
“Such knowledge is too wonderful for me.”
GOD THE SON
Lesson Six

Having considered God, the Father we turn our &itterto God the Son. It may feel a little strangesay,“God the
Son”as we tend to think of the father only as being @nd that Jesus is not on the same level as Gadéatiher. But
Jesus was just as much God as was the Father. p&¥¢dically assign unto him the work of incarnatiofhe literal
meaning ofincarnate”is to embody the flesh. This is the event whetbleyEternal WordGod)would embody flesh.
He appeared on earth being 100% human, possedkitng daculties of manhood. John wroténd the word was
made flesh, and dwelt among us and we beheld bry,ghe glory of the only begotten of the fathfatl of grace and
truth (John 1:14).

A very important passage which reveals this trgttPhilippians 2:5-8). “Let this mind be in you whievas also in

Christ Jesus: who, being in the form of God, did cansider equality with God something to be grdseit emptied
Himself by taking the form of a servant, and comimghe likeness of men. And being found in appree as a man,
He humbled Himself and became obedient to the paficteath, even the death of the crosThis one act in itself
deserves our eternal praise and admiration. Inrber flesh, He left heaven and all its gloriedhisTmeant that during
his earthly sojourn it was necessary for him te lander human limitations. This involved the milaas conception
and virgin birth of Jesus foretold isaiah 7:14 In becoming flesh, Jesus assumed more than armbody. He

assumed human nature as well. He had human flegtblaod, a human mind, human emotions, human béoatl

flesh, a soul, and a spirit.

So, Jesus was not only 100% God, he was also 108@%d@o but he gave up his divine nature to takbonan nature.
This is just one of the amazing facets of the Gadhehat is difficult for us to understand. How ftbhe be both?
When we come into contact with the many facetdhief®@odhead which are beyond our ability to comprdheshould
humble us and also at the same time increasespmre@ation for who our God is! When we come agrssch
attributes of greatness we are made to realizeeberdes our praise and honor throughout eteriye day we shall
meet our God and see him in all his glory. Whdag that will be.“Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, to
God who alone is wise, be honor and glory forever @ver. Amen.” (1 Timothy 1:17).

Just think about what he did. The Son was wiltogleny himself of the use of his divine attributd4e relinquished
his glory that he had with the Father and the FBpyrit. His glory which he had in heaven becamiéedewith human
flesh just as a bright light can be diminished bfiitar. The filter does not make the light itselfiy less bright but
simply limits the extent to which it can be uséthilippians 2:8says that Jesisumbled himself."He was willing give
up the glory he had in heaven and to receive liejecin earth, even to being abused and made terstfamefully on a
Roman cross. He loved us so much that he was gitbrbecome a sacrifice for our sins by dying andloss. While
his divine attributes were always present, onlyasmmnally did they show such as the time when he tveamsfigured on
the mountain. He admonished the three disciples ware with him at the time not to tell anyone wkiay had
witnessed. He did not seek fame and the praiseeof

It was decided by the Godhead even before the fatiord (creation) of the worl&that we (the redeemed) should be
holy and without blame before Him in love.” (Eples 1:4) How could this become possiblePaul wrote in
Ephesians 4:25-27, “Husbands, love your wives, egehrist also loved the church, and gave hinfeelit; that he
might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing @itev by the word, that he might present it to hiiaeglorious
church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any sudndh; but that it should be holy and without blemiisHe had to enter
the world by his birth to a young woman who did noterstand what was happening but accepted iubeaawas the
Holy Spirit that would bring the child into this wid. He had to grow up as a child, learning angetteping all the time
as he grew into manhood. He allowed himself toobez flesh to the extent he could be tempted justeaare tempted
by none other than Satan himself.
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Man’s only hope was to be reconciled to Gotihis was possible only through the Word becomiegHl Paul writes,
“We were reconciled to God by the death of his Sgdmans 5:19)Paul wrote,"You who once were alienated and
enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now He reconciled in the body of his flesh through detttpresent you
holy, and blameless, and irreproachable in histSigh

Another word that is most fitting to describe therd's mission is the wordtedemption.” To redeem is to repurchase
It can mean to buy something back. This is précistat had to be done for man. He had to be bdrbobgck to God.
Because of his sins he had drifted away from GHd.was lost, unsaved and needed to be redeemeain,Age read
the words of Paul ifcphesians 5:25-2wWrites, “Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ alsedothe church, and
gave himself for it; that he might sanctify andarise it with the washing of water by the word, tiaimight present it
to himself a glorious church, not having spot, aimkle, or any such thing; but that it should bdyhand without
blemish.”

Another important word that is associated with Goel Son is the wordatonement.” When offenses are committed
justice must be satisfied. Under Old Testament lalven man offended God and his law, there had tedoeething
sufficient to meet and satisfy the claims of justid=or centuries, this was the mystery of mysseri®nly the blood of
Christ, the only begotten of God the Father coalkis$/ this need for justiceFor he hath made him to be sin for us
who knew no sin; that we might be made the righdeess of God in him” (2 Corinthians 5:21Yhus, it was the
responsibility of the second person in the Godhleatcomplish this great feat through His incaoraind his death on
the cross. This work was distinctively that of thed the Son. This work will continue until deathdestroyed. Paul
writes,“For he must reign, till he hath put all enemiesgl@nhis feet. The last enemy that shall be destltoy death” (1
Corinthians 1:25-26).His final work will be to sit in judgment:And before him shall be gathered all the naticargg
he shall separate them one from another, as a sftedlvideth his sheep from the goats” (Matthewd2}.: Again, we
must say, Such knowledge is too wonderful for me.”

HOW GREAT THOU ART
“Such knowledge is too wonderful for me”
GOD THE HOLY SPIRIT
LESSON SEVEN

God, the Holy Spirit, is one of the most importanbjects in the Bible. It is also one of the momttroversial and
neglected subjects in the Bible. Part of thisdsduse it has been difficult for some to thinkraf Holy Spirit as being
God. Thus, less attention is given to the Holyi§pihere are many who think the subject of thdyHgpirit should be
left alone because there are too many mysteriesecoimg the Spirit. There are so many false tiegshabout the
Spirit that many no doubt are very confused andhwisleave the subject alone. But the Bible spedkise Holy Spirit
in numerous passages. While there are many mgsttrere is much to be learned about who he isvdnad his work
is.

FIRST, WE NEED TO RECOGNIZE THAT THE HOLY SPIRIT ISOD
The Holy Spirit is a personJohn 16:13-14peaks directly on this truttiHowbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come
he will guide you into all truth: for he shall ngppeak of himself; but whatsoever he shall heat,ghall he speak: and
he will show you things to come. He shall glonfe; for he shall receive of mine, and shall shownib you”.

In these verses, the Holy Spirit is referred tcerimes by the use of the personal pronoun, mascgkender, singular
number. The Holy Spirit then is not &’ or a“thing.” The Holy Spirit is a Divine being, the third pemsin the
Godhead.

Jesus has commanded us to be baptizédtia name of the father, and of the son, and ofHb&/ Spirit” (Matthew
28:19) In 2 Corinthians 13:14ve have the apostle Paul invokifighe grace of the Lord Jesus Christ the love of Go
and the communion of the Holy Spirtipon the Corinthians. Then at the baptism of ChweshaveThe Spirit of God
descending like a dove.... a voice from heaven sayings is my beloved Son, in whom | am well plediséVatthew
3:16, 17).

It should be clear that the Holy Spirit is God aatf the Godhead who is a coequal person, y&tindt in personality.
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Some say the Godhead is a threefold manifestafiam® person. This would make the Godhead oneoper®thers
would say there are three Gods, but this ignorestiity of the Godhead.

There is one Divine esseneibstancebut there are three who possess this one essérergainly, this is difficult to
understand but nevertheless we accept it by f&tren if God had revealed this mystery in detad doubtful our finite
minds could comprehend how three can be one. @Gadrdvealed all he wants us to know on this subjédr the
present and we must be willing to be satisfied withat he has revealed even though we could not cgmepd it. We
will have to be patient and wait until we get taahen to understand the divine essence of the Gddi@ze of the
exciting things about heaven is that we shall sear and understand so much more than we do nomhé& present

“Such knowledge is too wonderful for me.”
BAPTISM OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
The expressiotBaptism of the Holy Spirit,’is a figure of speechSo is the expressicihwill pour forth of my Spirit.”
There is no literal pouring since he is not a lklguBaptism is an overwhelming, a submerging, tloeeeit was simply an
overwhelming by the Holy Spirit.

It was strictly a promise made primarily to the si@s. John the Baptist saitl,indeed baptize you with water unto
repentance: but he that cometh after me is migttiem |, whose shoes | am not worthy to bear: ledl Slaptize you
with the Holy Spirit, and with fire.”

Jesus saidFor John truly baptized with water; but ye shadlliaptized with the Holy Spirit not many days hériéets
1:5).

Again, Jesus saidAnd behold, | send the promise of my Father upon;ybut tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until yt
be endued with power from on high” (Luke 24:49).

Just before ascending for heaven Jesus gave satimggpa@ords to his disciples on the Mount of Olivé8ut ye shall
receive power, after that the Holy Spirit come ugon” (Acts 1:8).

The results of this baptism was twofoldirst, it served to convince the people that the appsi@ke the truttSecond
with the coming of the Holy Spirit on the aposttee Holy Spirit would enable them to not only taeak in their own
dialect but to speak in languages which they hagmkearned. Third, the Spirit enabled them to kgba truth. Jesus
had promised them that the Holy Spirit woldgliide you into all truth (John 16:13).

No one was ever commanded to be baptized in thg Bplrit. It was only a promise. It never madey@me a
Christian. Jesus referred to it as tReomise of the Father” (Acts 1:4)There are only two times that it is recorded &
happening. The apostles used this promise whensiheke to the people on the day of Pentecost. eliwere at least
15 nations represented there. When the apostlés spach person understood in their own nativedagg. There were
other miraculous things that happened such asotinedsof a powerful wind. We see this gift happgnagain inActs
10 when Peter spoke to the household of Cornédlimntiles) We are told that the people who had come to Retar
speak of Jesus soon begaridpeak in tongues an also to magnify Godhis convinced Peter that the Lord accepte
the Gentiles and wanted them to hear the gospeéhss the Jews.

In the beginning the Jews avoided the Gentiles ot is making it clear that he wants all peoplehtwe the
opportunity to hear the gospel preached. In tithere would be far more Gentiles who would becorhéasiians and
Jews. The day before this Peter would not haves dorthe Gentiles. Later on, Peter was calledyirthe Jews to
explain his actions. After he explained the siarathe Jewish brethren also came to believe that ®Banted the
Gentiles to hear the gospel. Prejudice is oftery Yard to break down but the household of Coriseipeaking in
tongues was clear evidence the gospel was to laelped to the Gentiles.

HOW GREAT THOU ART
“Such knowledge is too wonderful for me.”
THE ORIGIN OF THE NEW TESTAMENT
LESSON EIGHT
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All the gifts of the Holy Spirit eventually wouldags away by the time the New Testament was conapléfteese gifts
of the Holy Spirit would no longer be essentiakople could read for themselves or have someortketoethem from
the inspired word which was by now in written fofetrolls) by the end of the century forming the New Testamer
Since they did not have printing presses they coatdhave produced a large number of New Testant&tguse they
were hand written. At first various letters weneglated among the different churches. In timthe books would be
brought together to form the New Testament. Latersome individuals would become owners of a Newtdraent
even though they would have been expensive to paechThe New Testament was completed probably thitebook
of Revelation was written, but it would take tinmedet all the books into circulation among the ches. At first there
would have been a need for interpref@nspired men}o give the meaning of the many apocalyptic wadd phrases
found in this great book(See Revelation 1:3)

THE GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT WERE MIRACULOUS
Jesus speaks of these different gifts in givinggleat commission to go and preach the gospehihtbe world. “And
these signs shall follow them that believe. In mayne shall they cast out devils: they shall speittk mew tongues;
they shall take up serpents; and if they drink @aadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shajl keands on the sick and
they shall recover” (Mark 16:17, 18)The important thing to notice in these versetha, “these signs shall follow
them.” These gifts would be their credentials. They wdaddproof that those preaching the gospel werechneg the
truth.

In 2 Timothy 4:20Paul makes an interesting remarkcophimus have | left at Miletus sick.Since Paul had the power
to healwhy didn’t he heal Trophimus®bviously because the purpose this particuldngas not for every sick person.
It was for the purpose of verifying or confirminigetword of God. The same was true with all thoke went out to
preach the gospel. They had signs, wonders, amati®s to prove that God was guiding them as thegghed the
gospel.

Nicodemus in speaking with Jesus sdide know that thou art a teacher come from God:rforman can do these
miracles that thou doest, except God be with hidohf 3:2) The same was true with those who later wenttout
preach the gospel. They had signs, wonders, aratias to prove that God was with them as they e plo& gospel.

In 1 Corinthians 12:42aul said there were“diversity of gifts” given by the Holy Spirit to ¢hchurch.” In its infancy
without the written wordthe New Testamenthere was a special need for these gifts. Paulesanine distinct gifts
that were in use as the gospel began to spread.

THE GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT WERE GIVEN TO THOSE VIHPREACHED THE GOSPEL.
(1) Word of wisdom — doctrines of the gospel as possEby the apostles and evangelist.
(2) Word of knowledge — given to preachers to revealrtystery hidden since before the foundations efwiorld.
(See Ephesians 1:9-10)
(3) Faith — a special faith that enabled one to doctes
(4) Gifts of healing — miraculous healing of diseases.
(5) Working of miracles — probably greater things thaalings.
(6) Prophesying — the ability to foretell future evesteh as Agabus.
(7) Discerning of spirits — the ability to identify dexpose false teachers.
(8) The ability to speak in languages they did not knovhis would be valuable on distant mission fieldsere you
might not know their native tongue.
(9) Interpretation of tongues — often this was necgdsarthose who did not understand the tonguesgogmoken.

It is interesting that among those who make thercthat the gifts of the Holy Spirit still existeday, only two of the
nine gifts listed by Paul are supposedly perfornogthy. Since nine gifts are mentioned by Paul Emduall nine of
them be in existence today?

It should be observed that these gifts listed byl Maere bestowed on Christians by the laying othef hands of the
apostles.Acts 8:15-17is very clear on this matter. Philip who was aargelist was in need of assistance in his wo
of preaching to the people of Samaria. The convetkincreased to the point that there was a raaeithdé Holy Spirit
to come upon some of the new converts so they coadassist Philip.
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Peter and John were dispatched from Jerusalemigathe situation. We are informed by Luke théthen they were
come down, prayed for them, that they might recéinaeHoly Spirit: for as yet he was fallen upon eat them: only
they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jeslisén they laid hands on them, and they receivedHiblg Spirit
(Acts 8:15-17). Acts 19:€ells us that Paul ran into some who had only desgtized into John’s baptism. Seeing the
error, they‘were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. #whdn Paul had laid his hands on them, the HolyitSpi
came upon them and they spoke with tongues andhpesgd.”

Paul said that these gifs of the Holy Spirit wexdatst,“Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and tfe knowledge
of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto thesonesof the stature of the fullness of Christ (Eiwaes 4:13).To the
Corinthians he wroté\Whether there be prophecies, they shall vanishyawa but when that which is perfect is come
then that which is in part shall be done away” @dricthians 13:8, 10) That which is perfect is theerfect law of
liberty” mentioned inJames 1:25.

With the completion of the New Testament there waub longer be any need for these gifts to proeesiheaker’s
words were true. The day would come when they wbiakke the complete word for their proof. The gsiesved their
purpose there was no need for them. When thajastle died there was no one left to bestow tgdtse These gifts
were always bestowed by the laying on of the haridse apostles.

HOW GREAT THOU ART
“Such knowledge is too wonderful for me.”
THE AWESOMNESS OF GOD
LESSON NINE

The awesomeness of our God is tremendous. Hissaamk so profound that they are beyond our compsite. In a
negative sense the worawesome”can be intense fear nixed in with trembling as thascase of Saul when he realizes
that the one he had been persecuting was Jesusargpéa him (Acts 9:5, 6) Awesome can also be used in a goc
sense as ihilippians 2:12vhere Paul writes\Work out your own salvation with fear and tremiglih Salvation is a
serious matter and should be treated with the ggeamount of respect. God went to great extentsake it possible
for man to have salvation. His plan took many gdarbe completed as it originated in heaven ewdoré the world
came into existence. When it finally became ab#lanany accepted it with great joy and appreanmtidile others
rejected it and scoffed at those who risked thesrsl to carry the gospel into all the world.

It seems evident that Satan himself had no idea V#wal was up to when he gave so much emphasisetmlth
testament sacrificial laws that He gave to the JelMsen when Jesus came Satan did what he coydet@nt Jesus
from accomplishing any mission he might be on whencame to earth. Even right up to the time whesug was
crucified on the cross | believe Satan did not wsided what God’s plan was to redeem mankind. gdito@hets
foretold many things about the coming of Jesusnéw¥s death on the cross but even the prophetsstlers did not
understand what all was involved in their prophesi# must have been a strange experience to alvibet things you
did not know what you were writing about.

GOD’S WAYS AND THOUGHTS ARE HIGHER THAN MAN’'S
Speaking of the awesomeness of God Isaiah wiede My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are ryaiays My
ways,” says the Lord. For as the heavens are hihla® the earth, so are My ways higher than yoaysywand My
thoughts than your thoughts” (Isaiah 55:8, No one can out guess God and His word. The wawg:” has the
meaning of showing respectful fear and wonder at'&o

The word“AWE” itself carries with it the idea of respectful feawonder and reverence. It suggests a submisaive
admiring fear of God and all of his works. Awefesr mingled with reverence. Unfortunately, therd/‘awesome”
has been trivialized by its use of any event ooagdishment that has nothing to do with God and wisdom. The
scriptures extol an awesome God. Only God is amesdHe needs to be viewed in this way.

“Then the Lord said: “I am making a covenant withuy Before all your people | will do wonders nebefore done in
any nation in all the world. The people you liveang will see how awesome is the work that I, tloedl. will do for

you” (Exodus 34:10). “Then the Lord said to Mossste down these words, for in accordance witlséheords have |
made a covenant with you and with Israel. Moses tare with the Lord forty days and forty nightshaut eating
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bread or drinking water. And he wrote on the tabtee words of the covenant — the Ten Commandméhatsidus
34:27-28).

ISAIAH HAS MUCH TO SAY ABOUT THE AWESOMNESS OF GOD
“Who has measured the waters in the hollow of laisdh or with the breadth of his hand marked offtteavens? Who
has held the dust of the earth in a basket, orlvegighe mountains on the scales and the hillsbalance? Who has
understood the mind of the Lord, or instructed lagnhis counselor? Whom did the Lord consult toghitdéin him, and
who taught him the right way? Who was that taught knowledge or showed him the path of understagfeli (Isaiah
40:12-14).

“To whom will you compare me? Or who is my equdays the Holy One. Lift your eyes and look to lieavens.
Who created all these? He who brings out theystarst one by one, and calls them each by nameauBe of his great
power and mighty strength, not one of them is mgsiWhy do you say, O Jacob, and complain, O iskg way is
hidden from the Lord; my cause is disregarded bgels “My way is hidden from the Lord; my causelisregarded by
my God”? Do you not know? Have you not heard? Thrd is the everlasting God, the Creator of thdseof the
earth. He will not grow tired and weary and youngn stumble and fall; but those who hope in thedlwill renew
their strength. They will soar on wings like eaglthey will run and not grow weary, they will wadkd not be faint.
(Isaiah 40:25-31).

CROSSING THE RED SEA IS AN EXAMPLE OF GOD’'S AWESOMIESS

There were six hundred thousand men plus theirli@sand their livestock, a total of two milliongqde. They crossed
the Red Sea in one night. It has been estimatddttivould have required an opening of 3 miles #rah have 5000
people to walk abreast to get everyone over inrogkt. This is not possible from a human standpobBut suppose
God tinkered with time stretching it long enouglatiow the people time to get across with all tlaiimals?Once God

made the sun to stand stillould he not make the night longélflis was a miraculous event. God is not contratlgd
time, rather He controls time. God does not havese time to accomplish his purposes. We rehdlyt know how

this was accomplished but God’s power is so greatdiild have accomplished it without any problems.

GOD’S PROMISE TO ABRAHAM WAS FULFILLED.
When Israel arrived at Mount Sinai, it had been s@35 years since God had promised Abraham thaolhéd make
his descendents a great natidrhy so long?“But do not forget this one thing, dear friendsthwihe Lord a day is like
a thousand years, and a thousand years are liang @ Peter 3:8)It seems obvious that God accomplishes his pego:
without having to use time to determine when cerarents will occur. Remember God lives outsiddimke. He
dwells in heaven which is eternal in nature havindeginning or ending.

HOW GREAT ART THOU
“Such knowledge is too wonderful for me.”
THE FEAR OF GOD
LESSON TEN
For those who believe that God is all knowing, andll powerful, and can be present at anyplaangtime, then it is
reasonable that we are indebted to show propeecespthe creator of our universéroverbs 1:5ays “The fear of the
Lord is the beginning of knowledge, but fools dsspiisdom and discipline”

The dictionary defines fear as dread or terror.weleer, in this verse the writer is speaking speally of reverential
fear. It is a controlling motive of life in matsespiritual and moral. It is not a fear of God’swgo and righteous
retribution. It is a dread of displeasing Him. Want to please Him and when we do things thatvaomg we realize
we have sinned against God. We are determinedonoppose Him. It is our sincere desire to plddsa simply

because of who God is — the Creator of the univergemankind. We do not want to do anything thatil oppose
His will. We will not hesitate to do His will.

Abraham is a great example of someone who had edly God tested Abraham by commanding him terdfis
only son as a sacrificé‘Then God said, ‘Take your son, your only son, ¢saghom you love, and go to the region o
Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offeringase of the mountains | will tell you about.”
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Abraham did not hesitate to do what God asked bialot Abraham took Isaac, some wood, a donkeygalath two
servants and traveled to the place God had desdji@t Isaac to be sacrificed. Isaac did not ktleevreal intention of
this trip. Little did he recognize he was to be #acrifice himself. He even inquired where thewld get an animal.
When they arrived, Abraham put the wood on Isaacdaaw his knife to kill him. Can you imagine whdiraham was
thinking all this time, but he did not want to ogpoGod’s commandwWhat was Isaac thinking? Was he willing to be
sacrifice?He drew his knife to plunge into the body of Isdat suddenly an angétalled out to him from heaven.
Abraham! Abraham. Here | am he replied. Do notddyand on the boy, he said. Do not do anythingro Now |
know that you fear God, because you have not widhinem me your son, your only son.” (Genesis 2212).

All mankind is told to fear God and keep his comdraents. Moses speaking to the Israelites Said] now: O Israel,

what does the Lord your God ask of you but to fearLord your God, to walk in all his ways, to loln, to serve the
Lord you God with all your heart and with all yoaus and to observe the Lord’s commands and dedhsstd am

giving you today for your own good” (Deuteronomy.11®-13).

At the Red Sea, Moses spoke to the Israelites@dditem,’Do not be afraid, God has come to test you, sottiafear
of God will be with you to keep you from sinning(Exodus 20:20).

Peterencourages Christiari§ince you call on a Father who judges each mamskwmpartially, live your lives as
strangers here in reverent fear. For you knowithaas not with perishable things such as silvegad that you were
redeemed from the empty way of life handed dowyoto from your forefathers, but with the preciousdal of Christ, a
lamb without blemish or defect” (1 Peter 1:17-19).

Peter admonishes Christiarisive as free men, but do not use your freedom aeweer-up for evil; live as servants of
God. Show proper respect to everyone: Love hénbrbbod of believers, fear God, honor the king.P&ter 2:17-19)

While on earth, Jesus displayed Godly fédburing the days of Jesus’ life on earth, he oftetp prayers and petitions
with loud cries and tears to the one who could dawe from death, and he was heard because of hesraet
submission” (Hebrews 5:7).

In Philippians 2:12-1%aul instructed the saints about fedrherefore, my dear friends, as you have always/etaot
only in my presence, but now much more in my abs@ontinue to work out your salvation with fear areimbling, for
it is God who works in you to will and to act acdmg to his good purpose.”

In Acts 9:31we learn that the churches throughout Judea,&eadihd Samaria were livifigy the fear of the Lord.”

Paul writes to the Christians in Corinth encourggihem to perfect their reverence for Gottince we have these
promises, dear friends, let us purify ourselvesfeverything that contaminates body and spiritigading holiness out
of reverence for God” (2 Corinthians 7:1).

Ecclesiastes 12:13-Idgives some very good advicéNow all has been heard; here is the conclusiothefmater: Fear
God and keep his commandments, for this is the evdaty of man. For God will bring every deed ifdgment,
including every hidden thing, whether it is goocewil.”

We are surrounded with all kinds of fear in ourrgday living. The only way to get rid of this kird fear is to respect
God by respecting what has been given to us bytilg Spirit. Godly fear is a healthy spiritual ieglient which we
need on a daily basis.

We learn that Jesus had Godly fé€aar of failing God)“During the days of Jesus’ life on earth, he ofteup prayers
and petitions with loud cries and tears to the ahe could save him from death, and he was heardusecof his
reverent submission” (Hebrews 5:The Lord has to be especially careful how he cotetlihimself in the flesh. One
mistake could result in a failure of God’s planrédeem mankind. We are told by Luke theurch throughout Judea,
Galilee and Samaria enjoyed a time of peace. # steengthened, and encouraged by the Holy Sgirgrew in
numbers living in the fear of the Lord.Reverent respect for the Lord, his Word and therch will result in good
things.
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HOW GREAT THOU ART
“Such knowledge is too wonderful for me.”
THE HOLINESS OF GOD
LESSON ELEVEN

We often sing the hymfHoly, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty, Who waand is, and is to come.” (Revelatior
4:8). | don't think there is any way we can overdo puaise of God. The wortHoly” means bright, pure, perfect,
untainted, deserving of our highest respect. Gogkparated from anything that is vile or evilwtuld be impossible
for him to be evil. Unfortunately, there have ayjwadeen those who are angry at God and want tosacdim of
hurting them in some way. Many feel God did natvaer their prayers and thus resent him. Such pediphot realize
that God is completely separated from anything erviharmful to someone. If He gives a no answesupbprayer it
may be the best answer one could receive.

Certainly, God would keep us from defilement or iorality by answering dangerous requests people meleewould
keep us from false worship, heathen idolatry idoyng so he does not go against their free wilbdGreated us with a
free will to run our lives as we want to. He doed force us to obey him. Unfortunately, we clarfarthings that
could make us engage in sinful acts. Our freeddonvalus to make very bad decisions and violatelawis

Holiness in the O.T. and in the N.T. is appliedha highest sense to God. No one is above or seges our God. His
perfection is the most beautiful sights to be sede.is the most beautiful example of moral exesléeand perfection
that we can find. We singOh to be like Him.” Why? Because of who He is. His perfect character seagea model
for us. Wouldn't we all like to be like him! Isia challenge because we are so frail and weakes that it is hard for
us to be exactly like him. But we have a modekar be constantly looking at with the greatest aahion.

His holiness is like a magnet. It draws us cldedHis side. We also singMore about Jesus would | know.Why?
To be like Jesus is a wonderful achievement. Ebdkean and free from sin and its results is arfgdike no other. To
be a part of the redeemed and experience the hipvof those of like precious faith make life fllilig as nothing else
we might do.

HOW DOES GOD SHOW HIMSELF HOLY?
He is exalted over all the nations.
The Lord reigns, let the nations tremble;
He sits enthroned between the cherubim, let thih shake.
Great is the Lord in Zion, he is exalted over ladl hations.
Let them praise your great and awesome name -Hayis

He loves justicePsalms 99:4-5.
The King is mighty, he loves justice — you havabbshed equity;
In Jacob, you have done what is just and right.
Exalt the Lord our God and worship at his footstbe! is holy.

Israel profaned the name of God by the way theadlizzekiel 36:22-23
“Therefore say to the house of Israel, ‘This is ttha Sovereign Lord says: Itis not for youresa® house of Israel,
that | am going to do these things, but for theesaikmy holy name, which you have profaned amoegitions, the
name you have profaned among them | will showhtiigess of my great name, which has been profanszhg the
nations, the name you have profaned among theran fte nations will know that | am the Lord, deetathe
Sovereign Lord, when | show myself holy through ymifore their eyes.”

To profane is to show a lack of respect for Gdds to pollute; defile; the very opposite of satrenhallowed. We can
see from the above scripture that God is very dag#d when men profane His great name. Remendberathe for
God in Hebrew was considered so sacred that the dewld not pronounce it.

He will punish but also forgivé2salm 99:8-9.
O Lord our God, you answered them; you were tcelsaa
Forgiving God, though you punished their misdeeds.
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Exalt the Lord our God and worship at his holy maim
For the Lord, our God is holy.

Think of justice, not vindication. Getting evennt@dicts God’s nature; judgmefjtistice)does not. The holiness of
God requires that He pronounce justice. If He eegl justice by overlooking sin, He would not beady God. God
does not “get even” overlooking sin. He would beta holy God. God does not “get even.” He islynyeing holy by
punishing sin.

How should Christians respond to God’s holiness?
Christians must be separated to God or set ap&btb Passages from Romans and Hebrews we learimtmortant
holiness is to an individual.

“But now that you have been set free from sin aadehbecome slaves to God, the benefit you reas leatoliness,
and the result is eternal life. For the wagesinfis death but the gift of God is eternal lifeGhrist Jesus our Lord”
(Romans 6:22-23).

“Make every effort to live in peace with all mendato be holy; without holiness, no one will seeltloed. See to it that
no one misses the grace of God and that no batgrgrows up to cause trouble and defile many” (ldels 12:14-15).

HOW GREAT THOU ART
“Such knowledge is too wonderful for me.”
THE UNIVERSE
LESSON TWELVE
At some point God created th&iverse (heavens and the earth) and TifMke first verse in the Bible tells u$y the
beginning God created the heavens and the earérid€s 1:1)To set a time when it began is futile for time diot
exist until the creation. Both the universe amaethad a beginning and will eventually have an dagkrnity never had
a beginning and will never have an ending. It alagys been so. This is where the Godhead andrtgels exist.
What is time? Where did it come from? When digtéirt? When will it endVe want to address these questions
this lesson as best as we can. Presently notiterththe opposite side of this sheet you will baking at a blank sheet.
In the middle of the blank sheet is a small blocaezh. The blocked area represents the place wihergethe earth, the
universe and space exists. All four will ceasextistdeaving only eternity heaven. This is a clynikistration. It is
very difficult to understand these things becausecannot think on the same level as God. When wéodeeaven we
probably will as the song says we wilnderstand it better by and by At present our faith keeps us from any doub
about creation, heaven and eternity.

First, eternity is beyond our comprehension. The studsteinity is difficult because it is not somethimgrtal man can
go and inspect and then come back and write albodthe dictionary says eternity has infinite digaf is everlasting,
without intermission, is perpetual, seemingly erd]existing at all times. All we can say is whased to say as a boy,
that it is forever and ever and ever and ever aichever have an end. There never was a beginamtythere will
never be an end. By faith we accept the above plstration because we cannot describe it wittmho words.
Heaven exists only in eternity. This is where GG@Hyist, the Holy Spirit, and the Angels dwell. nS=day all the
redeemed will also dwell there for eternity.

In John 14:2Jesus told his disciplé$o not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in Gogist also in me. In my Father’s
house are many rooms; if it were not so, | wouldehimld you. | am going there to prepare a placeydu. And if | go
and prepare a place for you | will come back aké tgou to be with me that you also may be whera.l'aThis is one
of the most comforting passages in the Bible, yetstl do not know what it will be likeJesus assures His disciple:
that He will prepare a place for them. When Gadds the world and time to an end all the redeemiédoin Him to
dwell there forever. Jesus saitlgo to prepare a place for youWhere is this place? We know it will be in heaver
but where is heavenProbably the best answer is, it will be in eternifThis boggles the mind. We really have ni
words to explain it.

Paul says he knew of a man who was caught up ie&ven(probably Paul himselfand saw things that cannot be
uttered.”l know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago wasght up to the third heaven. Whether it wasientiody
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or out of the body | do not know—God knows — suobne was caught up to the third heaven. And Mksach a
man—whether in the body or out of the body | do kmbdw, God knows—how he was caught up into Paraalige
heard inexpressible words, which it is not lawful & man to utter” (2 Corinthians 12:2) The Jews had three heavens
The first one was the area where men and flyingtares live.

Secongwas the area where all the stars exist. Thirsl meaven itself which they like us knew little aboli cannot be
seen from the earth. It is beyond the universeis iBthe place where God will dwell with us. Acdimg to the apostle
John“He will wipe every tear from their eyes. Therdlie no more death or mourning or crying or pgiRévelation

21:4).

Secongwith God, time has nothing to do with heaven. Tmoelonger exists. There is only eternity. On leante need
time for without time everything would be happenaibat once. There would be no minutes, hoursday years to
separate events. Since God created time He carde@esl choose to come to earth thus entering timesgecial
occasions, but He is not bound by time by beinghenearth. He has chosen to enter time on occasiben He felt
His presence was needed. His entering time may inalkeded such events as the crossing of the RadtBe 40 days
he met with Moses on Mt. Sinai. John writ€8he Word became flesh and made his dwelling amsng/ie have seen
his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who canoen the Father, full of grace and truth” (John4):1This seems to
have been His longest earthly stay which was aB8utears. God has audibly spoken to man from heasehere was
no need for Him to enter tin{earth)

Third, the little block in the middle of the blank shegqtposite this sheet represents tiritéhen did it come into
existencedt was on the first day of creation in the begnmi “God said, let there be light, and there was ligod
saw that the light was good, and he separatedghiffom the darkness. God called the light “dayt the darkness he
called “night.” And there was evening, and therswarning—the first day."Time had its first 24 hour on the first day
of creation.

Fourth,what about space®pace is a part of the universe. Space appedrs éonpty. It is called a false vacuum, ye
we know it contains quantum particles. When vieWed earth the stargelestial bodiesappear to be close to eacl
other, but with the modern telescope it can be searthe stars are millions of light years awayfrthe earth and from
each other. Space is unavoidable when we conitidethe stars are so far apahen the earth and everything in it is
destroyed, does that include time and spad&é@ answer is yes. Time is essential to spacespade is essential to
time. You cannot have one without the other. Hréhwas no space the universe with all its celelstdies would
collapse onto each other and there would be noewsgv Since God will destroy the universe maybeavitielet it
collapse and burn itself up. The little box in th&ldle of the blank sheet will be removed and atbrnity and heaven
will remain. What about hell? God has not revedgtbcation.

“I did not see a temple in the city, because thell®&od Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. Thyg does not need
the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the gldrgod gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp. eTlimations will walk by
its light, and the kings of the earth will bringethsplendor into it. On no day will its gates else shut, for there will be
no night there. The glory and honor of the natiarkbe brought into it. Nothing impure will eventer it, nor will
anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful ool those whose names are written in the Lambd&klmd life.
Revelation 21:22-27

HOW GREAT THOU ART
“Such knowledge is too wonderful for me.”
WHY BE A CHRISTIAN?
LESSON THIRTEEN

The ultimate motivation for our becoming a Christia to go to heaven where there is no sicknesteath. Of course,
there are other reasons such as relief from of aim$ being united God, Christ and the Holy SpiAtso, to be with the
angels, and all the redeemed from all ages. Itindlude loved one we left behind and former frienthere will be no
sickness or death there. Think about it, heavemhisre we will see God, Christ and the holy angdts. beauty is
spoken of in highly figurative language which makissrealize it will be the most beautiful place gan imagine, far
more beautiful than we can imagine.
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We would like to know more but the Lord has chosen to furnish all the information we would like kave. The
answer may be found ih Corinthians 12:3vhere Paul writes] know a man in Christ (some think it was Paul bétf)
who fourteen years ago—whether in the body | dokmatv, or whether out of the body | do not know,d3mows—
such a one was caught up to the third heaven.He was caught up into Paradise and heard irpnessible words,
which it is not lawful for a man to utter.If the most gifted orator were to try to descril@aten using human speech h
would utterly fail. Paul implies that the one chtugp to heaven was not permitted to express whablv. We will just
have to wait till we get there. It will be worthet waiting.

The last two chapters of Revelation give us a detsan of the “crown of life” by using human worde describe

heaven and all is glories. It sits on twelve foatimwhs each of a different precious stone. Ri§iom its foundation is a
solid wall of jasper with twelve gates of pearlheTholy city lies foursquare but it is also 1,500emwide, high and
long which roughly is one half the size of the U.But remember this is human language we are rgadiot the

spiritual language spoken by the inhabitants ofudaaWe not have to learn a new language as webwittapable of
speaking the language found there. John saydhbatity appears as a bride adorned for her husbaiathing can

enter this'Holy City” that would defile it. Its street is pure gold lalgo appears to be crystal. The tree of lithése

which at first was in the Garden of Eden but is neamsplanted in heaven. There will be no teaesethno death, no
sorrow, no crying, nor any pain.

As far as we know God never allowed any human btrgge him. Moses made a request to see Godig dlat God
did not allow him to see Him. He did allow Mosessge his back after he had passed by. Moses wetnt thp top of
Mount Sinai and spent 40 days there receive Gedis but evidently, he was not allowed to see Géate. When he
came down from the mountain Moses’ face glowedutthsan extent he had to put on a vale so that ldrg gf God
would not reflect off of Moses onto any of the pleopBeing in the presence of God made Moses’ facadiate some
of God’s glory. There is evidence that His glorysts great and wonderful that humans would dieefytltooked upon
God’s face. Jesus says that the angels all setadeeof God(Matthew 18:10) This is because they have spiritus
bodies. We too will have spiritual bodies when ¢ tp heaven and we will see the face of God. inifeeaven will be
far different and superior than life here on ear@®od has chosen to tell us about heaven usinglganetaphors and
figures of speech which tell us something of he@ssplendor. These words and phrases make us &énarbeaven is
the most beautiful and glorious place we can imagikven greater is the fact it will be for eteynithere will be no
end to heaven.

In view of what lies ahead for the Christian Paa$ ladmonished us t&et your affections on things above, not ol
things on the earth.But the truth is few are not in a big rush to detre. The reason is that we have a fear of dewth
the unknown associated with death. No one hasaeae back from death to tell us what it was likdt is true that
death is an enemy of man. Jesus tells us‘thatast enemy to be destroyed is deati®wever, for the Christian there
are some things that take away a lot of the feaeath. Paul says as we live the Christian life®aeh the point where
we can say,0 death, where is thy sting? O grave, whereysvibtory?” (1 Corinthians 15:55).

Just think! In heaven, there will be no more teatiphs. Christians are aware that they must catigtght against
temptation. Paul addresses this problemR@mans 7:15-25 To sum up these verses Paul sayszally want to do
right but | don’t. 1 do what | don’t want to dd.know it's wrong but | do it anyway. When I tryptto do wrong | do it
anyway. My problem is that sin has me in its gras@ften it seems like a constant uphill battle. Whe= overcome
one sin, here comes another sin. When you thinkhave conquered something it suddenly returnsis Bhbecause
Satan never lets up. Thank God, when we get tedmetihere will be no more temptations from Satach theere will be
no more Satan.

Guilt takes a heavy toll on a person. Guilt isibdhmany physical and mental disorders. EvenfiaitGhristians often

are the victims of guilt. Since God is so forglyiwe often feel we are getting off to easy so waighu ourselves.
David said,'My sin is ever before me”. (Psalm 51:3He also saidNeither is there any rest in my bones because
my sins.” (Psalm 38:3) No sin exists in heaven. Thus, we will be foésin.

In heaven, there will be no more disappointmeifien it is someone we dearly love. Sometimes sbimeone who on
the outside appears to be very spiritual. It maydacher, or a close friend, or a great leader, 8dmetimes it happens
in our families. It usually hurts here more thary ather way.
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Few are those who have not had someone in theyfara@ to prove an embarrassment or a disappoirttdmheaven,
there will be no more heartaches because all aws &hall be wiped away.

In heaven, there will be no more pain, disease emtal disordersRevelation 21:4assures us that there will no longe
be any pain. Some suffer pain constantly in tifésdut it will not exist in heaven. There will b® need for doctors,
nurses nursing homes, hospitals or mental ingiitsti In heaven, there will be no more death. Thist enemy of
man” will be swallowed up in victory. Even the Lord ped to the FathefFather let this cup pass from meWe
prefer not to talk about it. Satan’s temptationAdam and Eve and their fall brought death to then&n race. When
Satan and his angels are ushered into hell thérbevwno more death.

“Listen, | tell you a mystery: we will not all &g, but we will all be changed --- in a flash, lve twinkling of an eye, at
the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, dle@d will be raised imperishable, and we will barged.”
(1 Corinthians 15:51-52)



