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‘From Egypt to Sinai’ 
‘God institutes the Passover’  

Exodus 12 
 
A. Passover instructions. 
1. Each household should take a lamb. 
 

‘The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in Egypt, ‘This month is to be for you the first month, the first month of your 
year. Tell the whole community of Israel that on the tenth day of this month each man is to take a lamb for his family, 

one for each household. If any household is too small for a whole lamb, they must share one with their nearest 
neighbour, having taken into account the number of people there are. You are to determine the amount of lamb 

needed in accordance with what each person will eat. The animals you choose must be year-old males without defect, 
and you may take them from the sheep or the goats.’ Exodus 12:1-6 

 
a. The coming deliverance from Egypt is such a significant act that God tells the children of Israel to remake their 
calendar, the new year will now start with the month of their redemption from Egypt. 
 
b. On the tenth of this first month, each family, or household, is to take a lamb, and the lamb is to live with the family 
for the four days until Passover. 
 
i. In this way, the lamb was to be part of the family, when it was sacrificed on the fourteenth it would be cherished, 
and mourned. God wanted the sacrifice of something precious. 
 
ii. The rabbis later determined that there should be at least ten people for each Passover lamb, and not more than 
twenty. 
 
c. The lamb was also to be without blemish; this sacrifice unto the Lord had to be as perfect as a lamb could be. 
 
d. A lamb from the sheep or from the goats may sound confusing, but the Hebrew word for lamb can refer to either a 
young sheep or a young goat. 
 
i. ‘The Hebrew ‘seh' is quite a neutral word and should be translated ‘head of (small) stock’, applying equally to 
sheep and goats of any age. The Hebrews, like the Chinese, seem to have regarded any distinction between sheep and 
goats as a minor subdivision. Probably because of this, to ‘separate the sheep from the goats’ is proverbial of God’s 
discernment in New Testament times.’ Cole 
 
‘All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates 
the sheep from the goats.’ Matthew 25:32 
 
2. Instructions for eating the Passover. 
 
‘Then they are to take some of the blood and put it on the sides and tops of the doorframes of the houses where they 
eat the lambs. That same night they are to eat the meat roasted over the fire, along with bitter herbs, and bread made 
without yeast. Do not eat the meat raw or boiled in water, but roast it over a fire—with the head, legs and internal 

organs. Do not leave any of it till morning; if some is left till morning, you must burn it. This is how you are to eat it: 
with your cloak tucked into your belt, your sandals on your feet and your staff in your hand. Eat it in haste; it is the 

LORD’s Passover.’ Exodus 12:7-11 
 
a. Before the Passover lamb could be eaten its blood had to be applied to the doorway of the home, and the top, and 
upon each side the blood was applied. The only part of this sacrifice given to God was the blood, the rest was eaten 
by each family or discarded. 
 
b. Then, the lamb could be eaten but only if it had been roasted, with the lamb itself coming into contact with the fire, 
and with bitter herbs accompanying the meal. 
 
i. As our Passover sacrifice, Jesus had to come into direct contact with the ‘fire’ of the Father’s judgment on our 
behalf, and the bitterness of the cross is reflected in the bitter herbs. 
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c. The Passover lamb had to be eaten completely, a family had to totally consume the sacrifice. 
 
d. The Passover lamb had to be eaten in faith trusting that the deliverance promised to Israel was present, and that 
they would walk in that deliverance immediately. 
 
i. Faith was essential to the keeping of Passover. 
 
‘By faith he kept the Passover and the application of blood, so that the destroyer of the firstborn would not touch the 
firstborn of Israel.’ Hebrews 11:28 
 
3. The protection of the blood. 
 
‘On that same night, I will pass through Egypt and strike down every firstborn of both people and animals, and I will 
bring judgment on all the gods of Egypt. I am the LORD. The blood will be a sign for you on the houses where you 

are, and when I see the blood, I will pass over you. No destructive plague will touch you when I strike Egypt.’ 
Exodus 12:12+13 

 
a. For Israel to be spared the judgment on the firstborn, they had to apply to blood just as God said they should, the 
blood of the lamb was essential to what God required. 
 
i. If an Israelite home didn’t believe in the power of the blood of the lamb, they could sacrifice the lamb and eat of it, 
but they would still be visited by judgment. 
 
ii. If an Egyptian home did believe in the power of the blood of the lamb, and they made a proper Passover sacrifice, 
they would be spared the judgment. 
 
iii. Additionally, an intellectual agreement with what God had said about the blood was not enough they actually had 
to do what God said should be done with the blood. 
 
b. The judgment on the firstborn was a powerful act of God, because the firstborn was always thought to be favoured 
and privileged before God, if God judges the firstborn, then what of the rest of us? 
 
4. The institution of Passover and Unleavened Bread as feasts. 
 
‘This is a day you are to commemorate; for the generations to come you shall celebrate it as a festival to the LORD—
a lasting ordinance. For seven days, you are to eat bread made without yeast. On the first day remove the yeast from 
your houses, for whoever eats anything with yeast in it from the first day through the seventh must be cut off from 

Israel. On the first day hold a sacred assembly, and another one on the seventh day. Do no work at all on these days, 
except to prepare food for everyone to eat; that is all you may do. ‘Celebrate the Festival of Unleavened Bread, 

because it was on this very day that I brought your divisions out of Egypt. Celebrate this day as a lasting ordinance 
for the generations to come. In the first month, you are to eat bread made without yeast, from the evening of the 

fourteenth day until the evening of the twenty-first day. For seven days, no yeast is to be found in your houses. And 
anyone, whether foreigner or native-born, who eats anything with yeast in it must be cut off from the community of 

Israel. Eat nothing made with yeast. Wherever you live, you must eat unleavened bread.’ Exodus 12:14-20 
 
a. Passover began on the tenth on the 14th they eat the Passover, and is the first day of unleavened bread, then for the 
next seven days, they would eat only unleavened bread. 
 
b. For the first Passover, the unleavened bread was a practical necessity, they left Egypt in such a hurry there was no 
time to allow for the dough to rise. 
 
c. Leaven was also a picture of sin and corruption because of the way a little leaven would influence a whole lump of 
dough, and also because of the way leaven would ‘puff up’, the lump, even as pride and sin makes us ‘puffed up.’ 
 
i. Significantly, God called them to walk ‘unleavened’ after their initial deliverance from Egypt, symbolically, they 
were being called to a pure walk with the Lord. 
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ii. Some suggest there was also a health aspect in getting rid of all the leaven, that since they used a piece of dough 
from the previous batch to make the bread for that day, and did so repeatedly, that harmful bacteria could take hold in 
the dough, so it was good to remove all leaven and start all over at least once a year. 
 
B. Moses leads the people in the observance of Passover. 
1. Moses tells the elders to do as God said. 
 
‘Then Moses summoned all the elders of Israel and said to them, “Go at once and select the animals for your families 
and slaughter the Passover lamb. Take a bunch of hyssop, dip it into the blood in the basin and put some of the blood 

on the top and on both sides of the doorframe. None of you shall go out of the door of your house until morning. 
When the LORD goes through the land to strike down the Egyptians, he will see the blood on the top and sides of the 
doorframe and will pass over that doorway, and he will not permit the destroyer to enter your houses and strike you 

down.’ Exodus 12:21-23 
 
a. The elders were expected to lead the way; Moses instructs them to observe the Passover, knowing the rest of the 
nation will follow. 
 
b. They are instructed to use a bunch of hyssop to apply the blood to the door posts and lintel; hyssop was often used 
to apply blood for the cleansing of sin. 
 
i. The ceremony for the cleansing of a leper used hyssop to apply blood hyssop was used for to make the ashes of a 
red heifer for the water of purification and use the hyssop to apply the purification water. 
  
‘He is then to take the live bird and dip it, together with the cedar wood, the scarlet yarn and the hyssop, into the 
blood of the bird that was killed over the fresh water.’ Leviticus 14:6 
 
‘The priest is to take some cedar wood, hyssop and scarlet wool and throw them onto the burning heifer.’ Numbers 
19:6 
 
‘Then a man who is ceremonially clean is to take some hyssop, dip it in the water and sprinkle the tent and all the 
furnishings and the people who were there. He must also sprinkle anyone who has touched a human bone or a grave 
or anyone who has been killed or anyone who has died a natural death.’ Numbers 19:18 
 
ii. Hyssop was even connected with Jesus’ great sacrifice for sin. John points out when Jesus was offered sour wine 
to drink on the cross, the sponge soaked with it was put on a bunch of hyssop. 
 
‘A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and 
lifted it to Jesus’ lips.’ John 19:29 
 
iii. This is why David, in his great Psalm of repentance, says cleanse me with hyssop, and I shall be clean, hyssop was 
always connected with purification through sacrifice. 
 
‘Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; wash me, and I will be whiter than snow.’ Psalm 51:7  
 
c. Again, the Lord was looking for blood, ‘when He sees the blood . . . the Lord will pass over’, this was the basis for 
sparing people from judgment. 
 
i. Salvation wasn’t accomplished with a prayer or a fasting or a good work, it was accomplished by a life given on 
behalf of others. 
 
2. Passover as an enduring ordinance. 
 
‘Obey these instructions as a lasting ordinance for you and your descendants. When you enter the land that the LORD 

will give you as he promised, observe this ceremony. And when your children ask you, ‘What does this ceremony 
mean to you?’ then tell them, ‘It is the Passover sacrifice to the LORD, who passed over the houses of the Israelites 

in Egypt and spared our homes when he struck down the Egyptians.’ Exodus 12:24-27 
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a. The deliverance of Passover Israel would shortly experience was not only for them, but for their children, and all 
generations to follow. Passover was the greatest work of redemption performed on the Old Testament side of the 
cross. 
 
b. In the same way, Jesus, in giving the ‘new’ Passover, said that His work on the cross was not only for that 
generation, but should be remembered and applied to all generations. 
 
‘When the hour came, Jesus and his apostles reclined at the table. And he said to them, ‘I have eagerly desired to eat 
this Passover with you before I suffer. For I tell you, I will not eat it again until it finds fulfilment in the kingdom of 
God.’ After taking the cup, he gave thanks and said, ‘Take this and divide it among you. For I tell you I will not drink 
again from the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.’ And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and 
gave it to them, saying, ‘This is my body given for you; do this in remembrance of me.’ In the same way, after the 
supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you.’                         
Luke 22.14-20. 
 
c. In Passover, there was a two-fold work. He struck the Egyptians ‘an enemy was defeated’ and God delivered our 
households, ‘God’s people were set free and given a new identity, with new promises, a new walk, a new life all 
together’. 
 
3. The obedience of the people. 
 
‘Then the people bowed down and worshiped. The Israelites did just what the LORD commanded Moses and Aaron.’ 

Exodus 12:27+28 
 
a. As great as God’s deliverance was, it would be denied the people unless they obeyed. How many Israelites took the 
judgment of the firstborn because they did not believe and obey? How many Egyptians were spared judgment 
because they did believe and obey? 
 
b. Their obedience was connected with worship. So, the people bowed their heads and worshipped. Then the children 
of Israel went away and did so. 
 
i. Worship can help with our obedience because it gets things in the right place between us and God. He is the 
Creator, and we are creatures, and we humbly worship Him. 
 
C. The final plague, the death of Egypt’s firstborn. 
l. God slays the firstborn of Egypt. 
 
‘At midnight, the LORD struck down all the firstborn in Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh, who sat on the throne, 
to the firstborn of the prisoner, who was in the dungeon, and the firstborn of all the livestock as well. Pharaoh and all 
his officials and all the Egyptians got up during the night, and there was loud wailing in Egypt, for there was not a 

house without someone dead.’ Exodus 12:29+30 
 
a. Moses had been told Pharaoh would not let them go until he was forced to by God’s mighty works, and that this 
work would somehow touch the firstborn of Egypt, now, the situation is ending just as God said it would. 
 
‘But I know that the king of Egypt will not let you go unless a mighty hand compels him. So, I will stretch out my 
hand and strike the Egyptians with all the wonders that I will perform among them. After that, he will let you go.’ 
Exodus 3:19+20 
 
‘The LORD said to Moses, ‘When you return to Egypt, see that you perform before Pharaoh all the wonders I have 
given you the power to do. But I will harden his heart so that he will not let the people go. Then say to Pharaoh, ‘This 
is what the LORD says: Israel is my firstborn son, and I told you, ‘Let my son go, so he may worship me.’ But you 
refused to let him go; so, I will kill your firstborn son.’ Exodus 4:21-23 
 
b. This plague was directed against two significant gods. Osiris, the Egyptian god thought to be the giver of life, and 
against the supposed deity of Pharaoh himself, because his own household was touched, ‘the firstborn of Pharaoh 
who sat on his throne’. 
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i. An inscription was found in a shrine connected with the great Sphinx which recorded a solemn promise from the 
Egyptian gods that Thutmose IV would succeed his father, who was Amenhotep II, the pharaoh of the Exodus.  
Why would there need to be a special promise from the gods that something so natural would happen, the eldest son 
takes his father’s place as Pharaoh? 
 
Undoubtedly, because Thutmose IV was not his father’s firstborn son, that one had been struck dead at the first 
Passover. Therefore, they believed that the second born son needed special protection from the gods, and the 
inscription seeks to provide that. 
 
ii. In dealing with Pharaoh. God first had to inform his mind, then He had to break his will. Pharaoh’s problem wasn't 
that there was insufficient intellectual evidence, his heart had to be broken and made soft towards God. 
 
iii. Now Pharaoh knows who the Lord God is, after asking the question when he and Moses first met, he knows that 
the Lord God is greater than all the Egyptian gods, and greater than Pharaoh himself, who was thought to be a god. 
 
‘Pharaoh said, “Who is the LORD, that I should obey him and let Israel go? I do not know the LORD and I will not 
let Israel go.’ Exodus 5:2 
 
c. Egypt and Pharaoh would not give God His firstborn, Israel, so God will take the firstborn of Egypt. 
 
‘Then say to Pharaoh, ‘This is what the LORD says: Israel is my firstborn son, and I told you, “Let my son go, so he 
may worship me.” But you refused to let him go; so, I will kill your firstborn son.’ Exodus 4.22+23 
 
2. The response of Pharaoh and the Egyptians. 
 
‘During the night Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron and said, ‘Up! Leave my people, you and the Israelites! Go, 
worship the LORD as you have requested. Take your flocks and herds, as you have said, and go. And also bless me.’ 
The Egyptians urged the people to hurry and leave the country. ‘For otherwise,’ they said, ‘we will all die!’ So, the 

people took their dough before the yeast was added, and carried it on their shoulders in kneading troughs wrapped in 
clothing. The Israelites did as Moses instructed and asked the Egyptians for articles of silver and gold and for 

clothing. The LORD had made the Egyptians favourably disposed toward the people, and they gave them what they 
asked for; so, they plundered the Egyptians.’ Exodus 12:31-36 

 
a. Pharaoh isn’t ‘letting’ Israel leave, now, he commands them! This is just what the Lord told Moses would happen. 
 
‘Now the LORD had said to Moses, “I will bring one more plague on Pharaoh and on Egypt. After that, he will let 
you go from here, and when he does, he will drive you out completely.’ Exodus 11:1. 
 
b. Bless me also shows that now, Pharaoh knows who the Lord is, although he has only come to this knowledge 
through being broken. 
 
c. The Egyptian people agreed also, to the extent that they essentially paid the Israelites to leave, therefore, the 
children of Israel left in a hurry, so quickly there was no time to let the bread rise, so they had to eat unleavened 
bread, as the Lord had commanded. 
 
i. We can imagine that some of the Israelites did not follow God’s instruction to get all the leaven out; instead, they 
had to do what God had told them to do because God arranged the circumstances so that they couldn't use leaven. 
 
ii. In the same way, sometimes God arranges circumstances to where obedience is simply made necessary, even if we 
didn’t choose it. For example, God may want a man to give up friends that bring a bad influence, and the friends 
leave him first! 
 
C. Israel leaves Egypt. 
1. The children of Israel go out of Egypt. 
 

‘The Israelites journeyed from Rameses to Sukkoth. There were about six hundred thousand men on foot, besides 
women and children. Many other people went up with them, and also large droves of livestock, both flocks and herds. 

With the dough, the Israelites had brought from Egypt, they baked loaves of unleavened bread. The dough was 
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without yeast because they had been driven out of Egypt and did not have time to prepare food for themselves.’ 
Exodus 12:37-39 

 
a. Assembling together at Succoth, about 600,000 men, besides children of women, makes for a total population of 
perhaps two million that left Egypt for the Promised Land. 
 
b. A mixed multitude went up with them, not all of the 600,000 were Israelites, many Egyptians and perhaps other 
foreigners went with them, because the God of Israel has shown Himself more powerful that the gods of the 
Egyptians. 
 
c. Again, God made obedience a necessity in the case of the unleavened bread. 
 
2. Passover as a solemn observance. 
 

‘Now the length of time the Israelite people lived in Egypt was 430 years. At the end of the 430 years, to the very 
day, all the LORD’s divisions left Egypt. Because the LORD kept vigil that night to bring them out of Egypt, on this 

night all the Israelites are to keep vigil to honour the LORD for the generations to come.’ Exodus 12:40-42 
 
a. God intended this event to be as a memorial of His redemptive work for Israel; in this sense, this is ‘Calvary’ of the 
Old Testament. 
 
b. The phrase out of Egypt is repeated 56 times in the Bible after this point. God always wanted them to remember 
His deliverance of Israel from Egypt 
 
3. Regulations for Passover. 
 

‘The LORD said to Moses and Aaron, “These are the regulations for the Passover meal: ‘No foreigner may eat it. 
Any slave you have bought may eat it after you have circumcised him, but a temporary resident or a hired worker 
may not eat it. ‘It must be eaten inside the house; take none of the meat outside the house. Do not break any of the 

bones. The whole community of Israel must celebrate it. ‘A foreigner residing among you who wants to celebrate the 
LORD’s Passover must have all the males in his household circumcised; then he may take part like one born in the 
land. No uncircumcised male may eat it. The same law applies both to the native-born and to the foreigner residing 

among you.’ Exodus 12:43-49 
 
a. To share in the Passover, one had to make themselves part of the people of Israel, receiving the covenant of 
circumcision and taking Passover were all part of the same package. 
 
b. Passover was to be commemorated on a family level; it was to be celebrated by each household. 
 
c. None of the bones of the Passover lamb were to be broken; even as none of Jesus' bones were broken. 
 
‘He protects all his bones, not one of them will be broken.’ Psalm 34:20 
 
‘Now it was the day of Preparation, and the next day was to be a special Sabbath. Because the Jewish leaders did not 
want the bodies left on the crosses during the Sabbath, they asked Pilate to have the legs broken and the bodies taken 
down. The soldiers therefore came and broke the legs of the first man who had been crucified with Jesus, and then 
those of the other. But when they came to Jesus and found that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. 
Instead, one of the soldiers pierced Jesus’ side with a spear, bringing a sudden flow of blood and water. The man who 
saw it has given testimony, and his testimony is true. He knows that he tells the truth, and he testifies so that you also 
may believe. These things happened so that the scripture would be fulfilled: ‘Not one of his bones will be broken.’ 
John 19:31-36 
 
d. All who were part oi Israel had to commemorate the Passover redemption. 
 
e. Passover means much to us as Christians. 
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‘Get rid of the old yeast, so that you may be a new unleavened batch—as you really are. For Christ, our Passover 
lamb, has been sacrificed. Therefore, let us keep the Festival, not with the old bread leavened with malice and 
wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.’ 1 Corinthians 5:7+8 
 
5. Departure from Egypt, the Exodus begins.  
 

‘All the Israelites did just what the LORD had commanded Moses and Aaron. And on that very day the LORD 
brought the Israelites out of Egypt by their divisions.’ Exodus 12:50+51 

 
a. When Israel left Egypt, it was a nation born in a day. It was as if the 430 years were the time in gestation, when the 
baby grew large; and the plagues were the labour pains; now a nation was being born. 
 

‘God’s instruction to Israel upon their departure from Egypt’ 
Exodus 13  

 
A. The instructions given to them. 
1. The firstborn belongs to God 
 

‘The LORD said to Moses, ‘Consecrate to me every firstborn male. The first offspring of every womb among the 
Israelites belongs to me, whether human or animal’. Exodus 13:1+2 

 
a. Sanctify to Me means ‘set apart to Me’, the firstborn was to be set apart to God. 
 
b. This was for three reasons, first, because Israel was God’s firstborn and this honoured that fact; second, because 
the firstborn was thought to be the best, and the best was always given to God, finally, to be a reminder to all 
generations of when God redeemed Israel, His firstborn. 
 
‘This is what the LORD says: Israel is my firstborn son.’ Exodus 4:22 
 
2. The feast of Unleavened Bread. 
 
‘Then Moses said to the people, ‘Commemorate this day, the day you came out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery, 
because the LORD brought you out of it with a mighty hand. Eat nothing containing yeast. Today, in the month of 
Aviv, you are leaving. When the LORD brings you into the land of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Hivites and 

Jebusites—the land he swore to your ancestors to give you, a land flowing with milk and honey—you are to observe 
this ceremony in this month: For seven days eat bread made without yeast and on the seventh day hold a festival to 

the LORD. Eat unleavened bread during those seven days; nothing with yeast in it is to be seen among you, nor shall 
any yeast be seen anywhere within your borders.’ Exodus 13:3-7 

 
a. The purity of the feast of Unleavened Bread followed upon the blood-deliverance of Passover, we can only walk in 
purity before the Lord after we have had the blood-deliverance at the cross. 
 
b. At the same time, the days of Unleavened Bread were not joyless, the time began and ended with a feast, a party. A 
walk of purity in the Lord is not a joyless life! 
 
3. Remember to tell your children why you do these things. 
 

‘On that day tell your son, ‘I do this because of what the LORD did for me when I came out of Egypt.’ This 
observance will be for you like a sign on your hand and a reminder on your forehead that this law of the LORD is to 
be on your lips. For the LORD brought you out of Egypt with his mighty hand. You must keep this ordinance at the 

appointed time year after year.’ Exodus 13:8-10 
 
a. God wanted the deliverance from Egypt to be constantly before their eyes, the Jews took this passage to practice 
the wearing of phylacteries, small boxes holding parchment with scriptures on them, held to the forehead or hand 
with leather straps. 
 
i. Jesus condemned abuse of the wearing of phylacteries among the Pharisees, they would make their phylactery 
boxes large and ostentatious as a display of greater spirituality. 



8 

‘Everything they do is done for people to see: They make their phylacteries wide and the tassels on their garments 
long.’ Matthew 23:5 
 
b. God is obviously speaking symbolically here, otherwise, why not make a phylactery box to put in the mouth? That 
the Lord’s law may be in your mouth. 
 
c. In the end times, there will be a Satanic imitation of this practice, when the number of the Antichrist will be applied 
to either the hand or forehead of all who will take it. 
 
‘It also forced all people, great and small, rich and poor, free and slave, to receive a mark on their right hands or on 
their foreheads.’ Revelation 13:16 
 
4. How and why to give the firstborn to the Lord. 
 

‘After the LORD brings you into the land of the Canaanites and gives it to you, as he promised on oath to you and 
your ancestors, you are to give over to the LORD the first offspring of every womb. All the firstborn males of your 
livestock belong to the LORD. Redeem with a lamb every firstborn donkey, but if you do not redeem it, break its 

neck. Redeem every firstborn among your sons. ‘In days to come, when your son asks you, ‘What does this mean?’ 
say to him, ‘With a mighty hand the LORD brought us out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. When Pharaoh 

stubbornly refused to let us go, the LORD killed the firstborn of both people and animals in Egypt. This is why I 
sacrifice to the LORD the first male offspring of every womb and redeem each of my firstborn sons.’ And it will be 

like a sign on your hand and a symbol on your forehead that the LORD brought us out of Egypt with his mighty 
hand.’ Exodus 13:11-16 

 
a. This law was only to take effect when in the Promised Land, by then, the need for a reminder of the work of 
deliverance from Egypt would be all the more necessary. 
 
b. If the firstborn was unacceptable to sacrifice, unclean animal or human, there was to be money given to redeem the 
firstborn, and the redemption money was to be paid in silver. 
 
i. Silver is the metal associated with redemption and payment for sin, of course, Jesus was betrayed for thirty 
pieces of silver. 
 
‘If the bull gores a male or female slave, the owner must pay thirty shekels of silver to the master of the slave, and the 
bull is to be stoned to death.’ Exodus 21:32 
 
‘Anyone who touches his bed must wash their clothes and bathe with water, and they will be unclean till evening.’ 
Leviticus 5:15 
 
‘Set the value of a male between the ages of twenty and sixty at fifty shekels of silver, according to the sanctuary 
shekel.’ Leviticus 27:3 
 
‘For a person between one month and five years, set the value of a male at five shekels of silver and that of a female 
at three shekels of silver.’ Leviticus 27:6  
 
‘When they are a month old, you must redeem them at the redemption price set at five shekels of silver, according to 
the sanctuary shekel, which weighs twenty gerahs.’ Numbers 18:16 
 
‘They shall fine him a hundred shekels of silver and give them to the young woman’s father, because this man has 
given an Israelite virgin a bad name. She shall continue to be his wife; he must not divorce her as long as he lives.’ 
Deuteronomy 22:19  
 
‘What are you willing to give me if I deliver him over to you?’ So, they counted out for him thirty pieces of silver.’ 
Matthew 26:15 
 
B. Israel’s journey out of Egypt 
1. God leads them out in the way less expected, by the wilderness 
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‘When Pharaoh let the people go, God did not lead them on the road through the Philistine country, though that was 
shorter. For God said, ‘If they face war, they might change their minds and return to Egypt.’ So, God led the people 

around by the desert road toward the Red Sea. The Israelites went up out of Egypt ready for battle.’                         
Exodus 13:17+18 

 
a. The coastal route, the Via Maris, known as ‘the way of the sea’, was the shortest and most common way to go, but 
it was also the road where Egypt’s military outposts were. God knew the people of Israel were not ready to face this 
yet, so He led them a different way. 
 
b. In the same way, God will never allow us to face more than we are able to bear, He knows what we can handle. 
 
‘No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to mankind. And God is faithful; he will not let you be 
tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can endure 
it.’ 1 Corinthians 10:13 
 
i. It would have been easy for the Israelites to think that the Via Maris was the way to go, it had good, easy roads, the 
shortest distance, it was a trade route so food and water could be bought. But the dangers of the way were too great, 
even though they could not see them. The same is true of our walk with God, a way that seems right to us may turn 
out to be full of danger we can’t even think of. 
 
c. The Red Sea first mentioned here is not the huge expanse of the Red Sea, some 100 miles wide, but the western 
‘finger’ of the Red Sea that extends up unto the border areas of Egypt, the modern-day Gulf of Suez. 
 
2. The promise to Joseph fulfilled. 
 
‘Moses took the bones of Joseph with him because Joseph had made the Israelites swear an oath. He had said, ‘God 

will surely come to your aid, and then you must carry my bones up with you from this place.’ Exodus 13:19 
 
a. Joseph, in a great act of faith, had asked that his bones be taken up from Egypt, because he knew that Egypt was 
not their final resting place. 
 
b. ln Genesis 50, it says specifically that Joseph was never buried. His coffin laid above ground for the four hundred 
or so years until it was taken back to Canaan. 
 
‘And Joseph made the Israelites swear an oath and said, ‘God will surely come to your aid, and then you must carry 
my bones up from this place.’ So, Joseph died at the age of a hundred and ten. And after they embalmed him, he was 
placed in a coffin in Egypt.’ Genesis 50:25+26 
 
3. Israel led by the cloud by day and the fire by night. 
 

‘After leaving Sukkoth they camped at Etham on the edge of the desert. By day the LORD went ahead of them in a 
pillar of cloud to guide them on their way and by night in a pillar of fire to give them light, so that they could travel 
by day or night. Neither the pillar of cloud by day nor the pillar of fire by night left its place in front of the people.’ 

Exodus 13:20-22 
 
a. The Hebrew for pillar literally means ‘something standing’, it was probably more of what we would think of as a 
‘column’ than a pillar. 
 
b. The Lord went before them, what more can we ask for than this? God showed His presence to Israel in a dramatic 
way, by giving them ‘24-hour-a-day’ assurance, with a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. 
 
i. The pillar of cloud by day and of fire by night was also there as a sun and a shield.  
 
‘He spread out a cloud as a covering, and a fire to give light at night.’ Psalms 105:39 
 
‘For the LORD God is a sun and shield; the LORD bestows favour and honour; no good thing does he withhold 
from those whose walk is blameless.’ Psalm 84:11 
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c. We often think that such miraculous assurance would make us never doubt the Lord again, but Israel certainly did, 
and so would we. 
 

‘God leads Israel through the Red Sea.’  
Exodus 14 

 
A. The pursuit of Pharaoh’s armies. 
1. God draws Pharaoh to come out against Israel. 
 

‘The LORD spoke to Moses: ‘Tell the Israelites that they must turn and camp before Pi-hahiroth, between Migdol 
and the sea; you are to camp by the sea before Baal Zephon opposite it. Pharaoh will think regarding the Israelites, 
‘They are wandering around confused in the land – the desert has closed in on them.’ I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, 
and he will chase after them. I will gain honour because of Pharaoh and because of all his army, and the Egyptians 

will know that I am the LORD.’ So, this is what they did.’ Exodus 14:1-4 
 
a. God is setting an ambush for Pharaoh, even with the horror of the death of the firstborn, the change in Pharaoh's 
heart is only temporary, and he will strike at Israel if he thinks he has a chance. 
 
b. Therefore, God instructed Moses to lead Israel in a way that looked confused, so Pharaoh would believe. They are 
bewildered by the land, and come to strike Israel. 
 
2. Pharaoh decides to bring the children of Israel back. 
 
‘When it was reported to the king of Egypt that the people had fled, the heart of Pharaoh and his servants was turned 
against the people, and the king and his servants said, ‘What in the world have we done? For we have released the 
people of Israel from serving us!’ Then he prepared his chariots and took his army with him. He took six hundred 

select chariots, and all the rest of the chariots of Egypt, and officers on all of them. But the LORD hardened the heart 
of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and he chased after the Israelites. Now the Israelites were going out defiantly. The 

Egyptians chased after them, and all the horses and chariots of Pharaoh and his horsemen and his army overtook them 
camping by the sea, beside Pi-hahiroth, before Baal-Zephon.’ Exodus 14:5-9 

 
a. Pharaoh asks a strange question. Why have we done this, that we have let Israel go from serving us? It isn’t hard to 
think of at least ten good reasons, namely, ten powerful plagues, why Pharaoh let Israel go. 
 
b. We are so quick to forget what God has done and what He has shown us. How often it is that we can go from 
walking in the Spirit to walking in the flesh in an instant? 
 
i. Maybe Pharaoh thought that the Lord had shot all His arrows, after all, no more died after the plague of the 
firstborn, but God isn’t short on resources! 
 
c. Pharaoh set out after Israel with six hundred choice chariots, and all the chariots of Egypt, chariots were the most 
sophisticate military technology available at that time. What did Israel have? Nothing, except the children of Israel 
went out with boldness. 
 
i. The idea behind the Hebrew words with boldness ‘ruwn yad’ include the idea of rebellion against authority. l Kings 
11:26+27 ‘Also, Jeroboam son of Nebat rebelled against the king. He was one of Solomon’s officials, an Ephraimite 
from Zeredah, and his mother was a widow named Zeruah. Here is the account of how he rebelled against the king: 
Solomon had built the terraces and had filled in the gap in the wall of the city of David his father.’ 
 
The rebellious nature of Israel was good when it was against Pharaoh and all it stood for, it was bad when it was 
against the Lord, Moses, and all they stood for. The trouble with rebels is they rebel against the wrong things! 
 
ii. Psalm 106 describes this rebelliousness on the pan of Israel at the Red Sea, also mentioned in Exodus 14:10-12. 
 
‘When our ancestors were in Egypt, they gave no thought to your miracles; they did not remember your many 
kindnesses, and they rebelled by the sea, the Red Sea. Yet he saved them for his name’s sake, to make his mighty 
power known. He rebuked the Red Sea, and it dried up; he led them through the depths as through a desert. He saved 
them from the hand of the foe; from the hand of the enemy he redeemed them. The waters covered their adversaries; 
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not one of them survived. Then they believed his promises and sang his praise.’ Psalm 106:7-12 
 
3. The response of the children of Israel. 
 

‘As Pharaoh approached, the Israelites looked up, and there were the Egyptians, marching after them. They were 
terrified and cried out to the LORD. They said to Moses, “Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that you 
brought us to the desert to die? What have you done to us by bringing us out of Egypt? Didn’t we say to you in 

Egypt, ‘Leave us alone; let us serve the Egyptians’? It would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to 
die in the desert!’ Exodus 14:10-12 

 
a. They were very afraid, this made sense, according to all outward observation, Israel was in serious trouble with 
Pharaoh’s armies on one side and the Red Sea on the other, with no chance for escape. 
 
i. God led Israel right into a cul-de-sac. There was no way of escape except the way they had come in, and the 
Egyptian army had that covered. 
 
b. They cried out to the Lord. this was good, when we are in such a dangerous position, it is essential that we cry out 
to God, because God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 
 
‘God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble.’ Psalm 46:1 
 
c. Then they said to Moses. this is where the children of Israel begin to lose it, can they realty think Moses was 
motivated by a desire to see all Israel die in the wilderness? 
 
i. We are often wrong and always on dangerous ground when we claim we can read the intentions of other’s hearts, 
Moses had said nothing or did nothing that would support such a conspiracy theory, but the children of Israel can still 
say, ‘this is the real reason he brought us out here.’ 
 
d. Let us alone that we may serve the Egyptians. they were not a week out of Egypt yet, and they were already 
distorting the past, thinking that it was better for them in Egypt than it really was. 
 
e. We may have thought that Satan would let us go easily, or that once we had left his kingdom, we would forget 
about us. It doesn’t work like that! Satan will pursue you, to try and keep you at least on the fringes of his domain, 
and to destroy you if he could. 
 
4. Moses responds with great courage. 
 
‘Moses answered the people, “Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the deliverance the LORD will bring you 
today. The Egyptians you see today you will never see again. The LORD will fight for you; you need only to be still.’ 

Exodus 14:13+14 
 
a. At this point, Moses can have no idea how God will come through in the situation, all he knows is that God will 
certainly come through, in a sense, Moses knows he is in such a bad situation that God has to come through. 
 
i. When we see that our only help is God, we are more likely to trust Him. sometimes it is the little things, the things 
we think we can do in our own strength, that get us down, not the big things, that we know only God can do. 
 
b. Stand still is the Lord’s direction to the believer in dilemma. Despair will try and cast you down, keeping you from 
standing. Fear will tell you to retreat. Presumption will tell you to do something now. Presumption will tell you to 
jump into the Red Sea before it is parted. But God would have us to stand, and to stand still. 
 
c. Though Moses doesn’t know what God will do, he knows what the result will be. God will utterly defeat the 
Egyptian enemies of Israel, because the Lord will tight for you. 
 
d. The idea behind ‘you shall see them no more forever’ implies much more than at first look, Moses may be 
speaking in terms of eternity as well as the here and now. 
 
B. God leads Israel across the Red Sea. 
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1. God’s instructions to Moses. stop praying and start doing! 
 
‘Then the LORD said to Moses, ‘Why are you crying out to me? Tell the Israelites to move on. Raise your staff and 

stretch out your hand over the sea to divide the water so that the Israelites can go through the sea on dry ground. I will 
harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go in after them. And I will gain glory through Pharaoh and all his 

army, through his chariots and his horsemen. The Egyptians will know that I am the LORD when I gain glory 
through Pharaoh, his chariots and his horsemen.’ Exodus 14:15-18 

 
a. Why do you cry to Me? Before the people, Moses was full of faith, but before God he was crying out in desperate 
prayer. This was good, Moses’ confidence before the nation was necessary for their faith. 
 
b. Why do you cry to Me? There is a time to pray, and a time to act, and it can actually be against God’s will to stop 
everything and pray in a particular situation. 
 
i. We can pray out of the wrong motives, praying to inform others who listen, praying to control a situation, praying 
to avoid action or buy time. 
 
c. God gives Moses such simple instructions to such a mighty miracle, lift up your rod, and stretch out your hand. 
Even so the greatest miracle of salvation happens with a simple action on our part. 
 
d. Then the Egyptians shall know that I am the Lord. God is not finished answering Pharaoh’s question from Exodus 
5:2 ‘Who is the LORD, that I should obey him and let Israel go? I do not know the LORD and I will not let Israel go.’ 
The purpose of the parting of the Red Sea had as much or more to do with what God wanted to show Egypt as with 
what God wanted to show Israel. 
 
2. God neutralizes the Egyptian army with the fire. 
 
‘Then the angel of God, who had been traveling in front of Israel’s army, withdrew and went behind them. The pillar 

of cloud also moved from in front and stood behind them, coming between the armies of Egypt and Israel. 
Throughout the night the cloud brought darkness to the one side and light to the other side; so, neither went near the 

other all-night long.’ Exodus 14:19+20 
 
a. The pillar of fire mentioned in Exodus 13 is positioned as a barrier between the attacking Egyptians and the 
children of Israel, God will protect Israel from the Egyptian attack. Exodus 13:21+22 ‘By day the LORD went ahead 
of them in a pillar of cloud to guide them on their way and by night in a pillar of fire to give them light, so that they 
could travel by day or night. Neither the pillar of cloud by day nor the pillar of fire by night left its place in front of 
the people.’ 
 
b. We have little idea how much God does to protect us from attack, we believe ourselves to be overwhelmed in 
battle right now, but just don’t know what it would be like if the Lord pulled back His protection. 
 
c. The Egyptians didn’t know it, but the same pillar of fire that prevented them from pursuing the children of Israel 
was also protecting their lives. If they would have submitted to the Lord who was blocking their way with His 
presence, they would have been spared. 
 
d. The same pillar of cloud was a source of darkness to the Egyptians, but a source of light to the children of Israel. 
God’s presence, and even the Gospel, can work the same way. 
 
3. The waters of the Red Sea are parted, and the children of Israel cross over safely on dry ground. 
 

‘Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and all that night the LORD drove the sea back with a strong east 
wind and turned it into dry land. The waters were divided, and the Israelites went through the sea on dry ground, with 

a wall of water on their right and on their left.’ Exodus 14:21+22 
 
a. The Hebrew phrase for Red sea is ‘yam suph’, which clearly means ‘Reed Sea.’ The term aptly describes the lake 
region north of the Gulf of Suez comprising the Bitter Lakes and Lake Timsah. It is possible that the Israelites went 
along the narrow neck of land on which Baal-zephon stood and that the Biblical Sea of Reeds was modern Lake 
Sirbonis.  
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We are certain that the crossing was in this area because the Israelites found themselves in the Wilderness of Shur 
after crossing the sea. 
 
‘Then Moses led Israel from the Red Sea and they went into the Desert of Shur.’ Exodus 15:22 
 
i. We don’t know exactly where the place was, and what the exact geography was, an area like this will change 
geography every flood or drought season, we do know there was enough water present to trap the Israelites, and then 
later to drown the Egyptians, perhaps 10 feet of water or so, and we know there had to be enough room for the 
Israelites to cross over in one night, perhaps a mile-wide stretch. 
 
b. Could this really have happened? Isn’t this just another interesting legend? It is completely plausible, according to 
a Los Angeles Times article by Thomas H. Maugh titled ‘Research Supports Bible’s Account of Red Sea Parting’.  
 
‘Sophisticated computer calculations indicate that the biblical parting of the Red Sea, said to have allowed Moses and 
the Israelites to escape from bondage in Egypt, could have occurred precisely as the bible describes it. Because of the 
peculiar geography of the northern end of the Red Sea, researchers report Sunday in the Bulletin of the American 
Meteorological Society, a moderate wind blowing constantly for about 10 hours could have caused the sea to recede 
about a mile and the water level to drop 10 feet, leaving dry land in the area where many biblical scholars believe the 
crossing occurred.’ 3/14/92. 
 
c. Psalm 77 gives more detail in the description of the course of events during the Red Sea crossing. 
 
‘The waters saw you, God, the waters saw you and writhed; the very depths were convulsed. The clouds poured down 
water, the heavens resounded with thunder; your arrows flashed back and forth. Your thunder was heard in the 
whirlwind, your lightning lit up the world; the earth trembled and quaked. Your path led through the sea, your way 
through the mighty waters, though your footprints were not seen. You led your people like a flock by the hand of 
Moses and Aaron.’ Psalm 77:16-20 
 
4. God troubles the Egyptian army, and they are drowned. 
 
‘The Egyptians pursued them, and all Pharaoh’s horses and chariots and horsemen followed them into the sea. During 
the last watch of the night the LORD looked down from the pillar of fire and cloud at the Egyptian army and threw it 
into confusion. He jammed the wheels of their chariots so that they had difficulty driving. And the Egyptians said,’ 
Let’s get away from the Israelites! The LORD is fighting for them against Egypt.’ Then the LORD said to Moses, 

‘Stretch out your hand over the sea so that the waters may flow back over the Egyptians and their chariots and 
horsemen.’ Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at daybreak the sea went back to its place. The Egyptians 
were fleeing toward it, and the LORD swept them into the sea. The water flowed back and covered the chariots and 

horsemen—the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed the Israelites into the sea. Not one of them survived.’ 
Exodus 14:23-28 

 
a. Could this have really happened'? Isn’t this just another legend? Thomas H Maugh continues in his Los Angeles 
Times article. 
 
‘An abrupt change in the wind would have allowed the waters to come crashing back into the area in a few moments, 
a phenomenon that the Bible says inundated the Israelite’s' pursuers.’ 
 
b. Significantly, God tells Moses to stretch out your hand over the sea, that the waters may come back upon the 
Egyptians. Why? Was it really the motion of Moses’ hand, holding the rod, that parted the sea and made it come 
back? Of course not, God could have performed this miracle just as easily without Moses’ cooperation. 
 
i. In addition. this was God’s vindication of Moses, Israel had previously accused him of the lowest of motivations, 
and the most evil state of heart, through His blessing on Moses. God showed the whole nation that Moses was their 
chosen leader. 
 
‘s Pharaoh approached, the Israelites looked up, and there were the Egyptians, marching after them. They were 
terrified and cried out to the LORD. They said to Moses, “Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that you 
brought us to the desert to die? What have you done to us by bringing us out of Egypt? Didn’t we say to you in 
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Egypt, ‘Leave us alone; let us serve the Egyptians’? It would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to 
die in the desert!’ Exodus 14:10-12 
 
c. The Red Sea was a turning point in Israel’s history, in this era, though they had many troubles ahead, Pharaoh in 
the Egyptians never troubled them again. 
 
i. If you are on the other side of the Red Sea, if your course with the Lord is set, and you know there is never any 
turning back for you, can you comfort a saint who is still on the Egyptian side of the Red Sea? 
 
5. Summary, another act of redemption on Israel’s behalf. 
 
‘But the Israelites went through the sea on dry ground, with a wall of water on their right and on their left. That day 
the LORD saved Israel from the hands of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians lying dead on the shore. And 
when the Israelites saw the mighty hand of the LORD displayed against the Egyptians, the people feared the LORD 

and put their trust in him and in Moses his servant.’ Exodus 14:29-31 
 
a. Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. ‘Somehow the sight of those dead bodies was the concrete sign that 
salvation and a new life for Israel were now assured.’ Cole. 
 
b. God came through for Israel! An old saint lay on her death bed declared that Jesus would never forsake her 
because He had promised so. Someone asked, ‘just suppose that He did not keep His promise, and you were to be 
lost?’ She answered, ‘Then He would be the greater loser than I. It is true I would lose my soul, but God would lose 
all His honour and glory if He were not true’. God’s motive for delivering us is not only His love for us. but also, a 
desire to guard His own glory and honour. 
 
i. ‘Brethren, if we have trusted in God, and have come out of the Egypt of the world through his grace. and have left 
all its sins behind us, if we were left to die in the wilderness, the Lord Jesus Christ would lose his glory as a Saviour, 
the divine Father would lose his name for immutable faithfulness, and the Holly Ghost, would lose his honour for 
perseverance in completing every work which he undertakes.’ Spurgeon. 
 
c. The result was just as God had intended, the people feared the Lord, and believed the Lord and His servant Moses. 
Yet, we may gather this was more a case of feelings than true faith, because they will leave this place of respect for 
the Lord and Moses quickly. 
 
d. The deliverance of Passover and the miracle of the Red Sea go together, if not for the victory won at the Red Sea, 
the redemption at Passover would have meant nothing. But, they would have never made it to the Red Sea without 
the miracle of God’s redemption at Passover. 
 
e. In the same way, the redemption of the cross would have meant nothing without the miracle of the resurrection, the 
two must go hand in hand. 
 

‘The song of Moses’  
Exodus 15 

 
A. The Song of Moses. 
1. First stanza. The Lord is a man of war. 
 
‘Then Moses and the Israelites sang this song to the LORD: ‘I will sing to the LORD, for he is highly exalted. Both 

horse and driver he has hurled into the sea. ‘The LORD is my strength and my defence; he has become my salvation. 
He is my God, and I will praise him, my father’s God, and I will exalt him. The LORD is a warrior; the LORD is his 
name. Pharaoh’s chariots and his army he has hurled into the sea. The best of Pharaoh’s officers are drowned in the 

Red Sea. The deep waters have covered them; they sank to the depths like a stone.’ Exodus 15:1-5 
 
a. This remarkable song is assumed to have come spontaneously, as Moses led the nation into the wilderness on the 
other side of the Red Sea. 
 
i. God prizes these spontaneous expressions of praise and worship, this is a new song sung unto the Lord. 
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‘He put a new song in my mouth, a hymn of praise to our God. Many will see and fear the LORD and put their trust 
in him.’ Psalm 40:3 
 
b. I will sing to the Lord: one of the greatest principles of worship is that it is unto the Lord, not unto man, when we 
worship God in song, our audience is the Lord Himself, not the people around us. 
 
c. God is praised because He did what Israel could not do. The horse and its rider, He has thrown into the sea! 
 
d. When we let God be our strength, He will also be our song, we will have a ‘singing joy’ in our lives because His 
strength will not let us down. 
 
e. He has become my salvation is a glorious phrase, we cannot save ourselves, but God must become our salvation. 
 
2. Second stanza. You have overthrown those who rose against you. 
 

‘Your right hand, LORD, was majestic in power. Your right hand, LORD, shattered the enemy. ‘In the greatness of 
your majesty you threw down those who opposed you. You unleashed your burning anger; it consumed them like 
stubble. By the blast of your nostrils the waters piled up. The surging waters stood up like a wall; the deep waters 

congealed in the heart of the sea. The enemy boasted, ‘I will pursue, I will overtake them. I will divide the spoils; I 
will gorge myself on them. I will draw my sword and my hand will destroy them.’ But you blew with your breath, 

and the sea covered them. They sank like lead in the mighty waters.’ Exodus 15:6-10 
 
a. Here, Moses and the people describe what God did to the Egyptians, and they glory in the defeat of God’s enemies. 
If we really love the Lord, we should glory in the defeat of God’s enemies. 
 
i. Especially when those ‘enemies’ are areas of sin in our life, too often, we have a sense of regret when we see them 
being defeated! 
 
b. The right hand was thought to be the hand of skill and power; when God does a work with His right hand, it is a 
work of skill and power. 
 
i. Obviously, this is the use of an anthropomorphism, understanding something about God by using a human figure of 
speech, even though it does not literally apply. 
 
ii. This idea of the right hand is used in the Scriptures more than fifty times. including passages like.  
 
God’s right hand teaches us. ‘In your majesty ride, forth victoriously in the cause of truth, humility and justice; let 
your right hand achieve awesome deeds.’ Psalm 45:4  
 
God’s right hand is full of righteousness. ‘Like your name, O God, your praise reaches to the ends of the earth; your 
right hand is filled with righteousness.’ Psalm 48:10 
 
Remembrance of the years of the right hand of the Most High. ‘Then I thought, ‘To this I will appeal: the years when 
the Most High stretched out his right hand.’ Psalm 77:10  
 
The Father invites the Son to sit at His right hand. ‘The LORD says to my lord: ‘Sit at my right hand until I make 
your enemies a footstool for your feet.’ Psalm 110:1 
 
The cup of God’s judgment is held in His right hand. ‘You will be filled with shame instead of glory. Now it is your 
turn! Drink and let your nakedness be exposed! The cup from the LORD’s right hand is coming around to you, and 
disgrace will cover your glory.’ Habakkuk 2:16 
 
Jesus is seated at the right hand of the Father. ‘He exerted when he raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his 
right hand in the heavenly realms’ Ephesians l:20 
 
3. Third stanza. Who is like You. O Lord, among the gods? 
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‘Who among the gods is like you, LORD? Who is like you—majestic in holiness, awesome in glory, working 
wonders? ‘You stretch out your right hand, and the earth swallows your enemies. In your unfailing love, you will lead 

the people you have redeemed. In your strength, you will guide them to your holy dwelling.’ Exodus 15:11-13 
 
a. If the people of Egypt still did not know who the Lord was, the people of Israel did, they knew the Lord was not 
like any of the false gods of Egypt or Canaan. 
 
b. In our worship, we should proclaim the superiority of the Lord God over anything else that would claim to be god, 
but we must not be like Israel, who soon forgot this. 
 
4. Fourth and fifth stanza. The people will hear and be afraid. 
 
‘The nations will hear and tremble; anguish will grip the people of Philistia. The chiefs of Edom will be terrified, the 

leaders of Moab will be seized with trembling, the people of Canaan will melt away; terror and dread will fall on 
them. By the power of your arm they will be as still as a stone—until your people pass by, LORD, until the people 
you bought pass by. You will bring them in and plant them on the mountain of your inheritance—the place, LORD, 

you made for your dwelling, the sanctuary, Lord, your hands established. ‘The LORD reigns for ever and ever.’ 
Exodus 15:14-18 

 
a. Moses and the children of Israel know that the victory will also say something to the enemies of Israel, they will 
become afraid when they hear of the great things God has done for them. 
 
b. Some forty years later, Rahab the Jericho prostitute could tell the Israeli spies. For we have heard how the Lord 
dried up the water of the Red Sea for you when you came out of Egypt. ‘We have heard how the LORD dried up the 
water of the Red Sea for you when you came out of Egypt, and what you did to Sihon and Og, the two kings of the 
Amorites east of the Jordan, whom you completely destroyed.’ Joshua 2:10. 
 
i. God wants to build victory upon victory in our lives, to use one victory as a platform for the next. 
 
ii. Some foes will be paralysed by fear when they hear of the great things God has done for us, others will fight all the 
more out of fear. 
 
c. The Lord shall reign forever and ever. A gloriously true statement, but how long will Israel recognize the reign of 
God among them? 
 
5. Miriam, Moses’ sister, leads the women in worship. 
 
‘When Pharaoh’s horses, chariots and horsemen went into the sea, the LORD brought the waters of the sea back over 

them, but the Israelites walked through the sea on dry ground. Then Miriam the prophet, Aaron’s sister, took a 
timbrel in her hand, and all the women followed her, with timbrels and dancing. Miriam sang to them: ‘Sing to the 

LORD, for he is highly exalted. Both horse and driver he has hurled into the sea.’ Exodus 15:19-21 
 
B. The bitter water is made drinkable. 
1. Three days into the wilderness. 
 
‘Then Moses led Israel from the Red Sea and they went into the Desert of Shur. For three days, they travelled in the 

desert without finding water.’ Exodus 15:22 
 
a. Three days is time enough to forget the victory, now Israel is faced with a long trip through a difficult, dry desert. 
‘Three days is the maximum time the human body can go without water in the desert’. Buckingham 
 
b. It would have been easy for them to question God’s leading, after all, why didn’t He take them the easy way, along 
the major trade route along the sea? But God knew what was best! 
 
2. Bitter waters made sweet at Marah. 
 

‘When they came to Marah, they could not drink its water because it was bitter. (That is why the place is called 
Marah.) So, the people grumbled against Moses, saying, ‘What are we to drink?’ Then Moses cried out to the LORD, 
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and the LORD showed him a piece of wood. He threw it into the water, and the water became fit to drink.’                
Exodus 15:23-25 

 
a. It must have seemed like a cruel joke, after three waterless days, to finally come upon water, and then to find that 
water undrinkable! 
 
b. But by God’s direction, Moses makes the waters drinkable, and provides for the nation. 
 
i. How did the tree work? Buckingham thinks ‘the chemicals in the sap of the broken limb drew the mineral content 
down to the bottom of the pools, and left only good water on top.’ 
 
ii. Even though the waters were now drinkable, there was undoubtedly still a significant magnesium and calcium 
content in the water. The laxative effect of this would have effectively cleaned out the systems of the children of 
Israel of common Egyptian ailments such as amoebic dysentery and bilharzia, a weakening disease common among 
Egyptian peasants. In addition, calcium and magnesium together form the basis of a drug called dolomite, used by 
some athletes as a performance enhancer in hot weather conditions. At Marah, God was providing the right medicine 
to both clean out their systems, and prepare them for a long, hot march to Sinai. 
 
iii. God was not only interested in getting the children of Israel out of Egypt, He also wanted to get Egypt out of the 
children of Israel, both physically and spiritually. 
 
3. The testing of Israel. 
 
‘There the LORD issued a ruling and instruction for them and put them to the test. He said, ‘If you listen carefully to 
the LORD your God and do what is right in his eyes, if you pay attention to his commands and keep all his decrees, I 
will not bring on you any of the diseases I brought on the Egyptians, for I am the LORD, who heals you.’ Then they 

came to Elim, where there were twelve springs and seventy palm trees, and they camped there near the water.’ 
Exodus 15:25-27 

 
a. How did God test Israel? By giving them a command to obey. When God tells us what to do, He is really giving us 
a test, and our obedience determines if we will pass the test or not. 
 
i. Were the children of Israel a worshipping people who occasionally murmured, or a mumbling people who 
occasionally worshipped? Our true nature is revealed in times of testing. 
 
b. If Israel would obey God He would put none of the diseases on you which I have brought on the Egyptians. In 
many ways, their physical health was directly connected to their obedience. 
 
i. Dr S. I. McMillen, in ‘None of These Diseases’, notes that so ‘many of God’s laws had a direct impact of hygiene 
and health, practices such as circumcision, quarantine, washing in running water, and eating kosher made a real 
medical difference in keeping the children of Israel free from disease.’ 
 
ii. Beyond the direct medical implications, obedience also means we are at peace with God, and fee from a 
tremendous amount of stress and anxiety in life. 
 
c. Then they carne to Elim, after the time of testing, God had a time of refreshing for the people of Israel. He knew 
exactly what they needed! 
 

‘God provides manna for the children of Israel’  
Exodus 16 

 
A. God’s promise to provide. 
1. The murmuring of the nation against Moses and Aaron. 
 

‘The whole Israelite community set out from Elim and came to the Desert of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, 
on the fifteenth day of the second month after they had come out of Egypt. In the desert, the whole community 

grumbled against Moses and Aaron. The Israelites said to them, ‘If only we had died by the LORD’s hand in Egypt! 
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There we sat around pots of meat and ate all the food we wanted, but you have brought us out into this desert to 
starve this entire assembly to death.’ Exodus 16:1-3 

 
a. The fifteenth day would be one month after leaving Egypt, since they left on the fifteenth of the previous month. 
‘In the first month, you are to eat bread made without yeast, from the evening of the fourteenth day until the evening 
of the twenty-first day.’ Exodus 12:18 
 
b. The next destination for Israel was Mount Sinai, God had an important meeting in mind for them there, and they 
had to go through the Wilderness of Sin to get to Sinai. 
 
c. The whole congregation began to murmur against Moses and Aaron, because they did not have enough food in the 
desolate wilderness. 
 
i. Their mummering was not completely without merit, they did need to eat, and there was little available for food. 
The problem was they did not see the big picture, and Moses and Aaron did. They could see where God had brought 
them from, and where God would take them, all the congregation of Israel could see was the present difficulty. 
 
ii. It was a good thing that Israel was not ruled by a democracy at this point, things would have gone rather badly for 
Moses and the children of Israel had they listened to ‘majority rule’. 
 
d. ‘When we sat by the pots of meat and when we ate bread to the full’, as is typical for murmurers, the congregation 
of Israel has a rather selective memory of the past, they don’t have the big picture that Moses and Aaron did. 
 
e. ‘You have brought us into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly’, how easy it is for murmurers to assign evil 
motives to those they question! As if Moses and Aaron had nothing better to do than wipe out a whole nation! 
 
3. God announces the coming of bread from heaven to Moses. 
 
‘Then the LORD said to Moses, ‘I will rain down bread from heaven for you. The people are to go out each day and 

gather enough for that day. In this way, I will test them and see whether they will follow my instructions. On the sixth 
day, they are to prepare what they bring in, and that is to be twice as much as they gather on the other days.’             

Exodus 16:4+5 
 
a. The blessing of bread from heaven came with the responsibility of obedience, and that responsibility would test 
Israel, and measure their obedience. 
 
i. ‘Manna’ was the name given by murmuring Israel, God almost always called it bread from heaven.  
 
‘In their hunger, you gave them bread from heaven and in their thirst, you brought them water from the rock; you told 
them to go in and take possession of the land you had sworn with uplifted hand to give them.’ Nehemiah 9:15 
 
‘He rained down manna for the people to eat, he gave them the grain of heaven.’ Psalm 78:24 
 
‘They asked, and he brought them quail; he fed them well with the bread of heaven.’ Psalm 105:40 
 
Or angels’ food. ‘Human beings ate the bread of angels; he sent them all the food they could eat.’ Psalm 78:25 
 
ii. Jesus made it clear where the true bread from heaven comes from, the Father sent Jesus as the bread of God who 
comes down from heaven and gives life to the world. 
 
‘Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly I tell you, it is not Moses who has given you the bread from heaven, but it is my 
Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. For the bread of God is the bread that comes down from heaven 
and gives life to the world.’ John 6.32+33 
 
b. The test would come on the sixth day, when they were to gather twice as much, so the seventh day could be 
received as a day of rest. 
 
4. Moses tells the people about God’s coming provision. 
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‘So, Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites, ‘In the evening you will know that it was the LORD who brought you 
out of Egypt, and in the morning, you will see the glory of the LORD, because he has heard your grumbling against 
him. Who are we, that you should grumble against us?’ Moses also said, ‘You will know that it was the LORD when 

he gives you meat to eat in the evening and all the bread you want in the morning, because he has heard your 
grumbling against him. Who are we? You are not grumbling against us, but against the LORD.’ Exodus 16:6-8 

 
a. He hears your complaints against the Lord. Your complaints against the Lord. Your complaints are not against us, 
but against the Lord. The people thought they were murmuring against Moses and Aaron, really, they were 
murmuring against the Lord. 
 
‘In the desert, the whole community grumbled against Moses and Aaron.’ Exodus 16:2 
 
b. Moses says that the Lord will give them meat to eat in the evening, the promise God made to Moses of this is not 
recorded. 
 
B. God’s provision of Manna. 
1. God provides quail for meat and bread from heaven. 
 

‘Then Moses told Aaron, ‘Say to the entire Israelite community, ‘Come before the LORD, for he has heard your 
grumbling.’ While Aaron was speaking to the whole Israelite community, they looked toward the desert, and there 
was the glory of the LORD appearing in the cloud. The LORD said to Moses, ‘I have heard the grumbling of the 

Israelites. Tell them, ‘At twilight you will eat meat, and in the morning, you will be filled with bread. Then you will 
know that I am the LORD your God.’ That evening quail came and covered the camp, and in the morning, there was 
a layer of dew around the camp. When the dew was gone, thin flakes like frost on the ground appeared on the desert 

floor.’ Exodus 16:9-14 
 
a. The mercy of God is displayed large, instead of answering their complaints with judgement or discipline. God 
gives them what they need instead. 
 
i. One might think God would be afraid of rewarding their complaining hearts, yet He knows He has plenty of ways 
to teach them, now, they need food! 
 
b. The quails mentioned here ‘migrate regularly between south Europe and Arabia across the Sinai Peninsula. They 
are small, bullet-headed birds, with a strong but low flight, usually roosting on the ground or in the low bushes at 
nightfall. When exhausted, they would be unable to take off again. The birds are good eating, and were a favourite 
delicacy of the Egyptians’. Cole. 
 
c. The bread from heaver came with the dew each morning, as a ‘residue’ from the dew. It was small, round and fine 
as frost on the ground. Thus, it was not easy to gather It would have to be ‘swept’ up from the ground. 
 
i. How could they sweep it up off the desert floor and not have dirt in it? Jewish legends say that when God sent 
manna, He would first send a north wind to sweep the floor of the desert, then a rain to wash it clean. Then the manna 
would descend. 
 
ii. Exodus 16 further describes the bread from heaven as like coriander seed, about the size of a sesame seed, and 
sweet like honey. Numbers 11 says it was the colour of bdellium, a pear-like colour. It was either baked or boiled. 
Exodus 16. 
 
‘It was white like coriander seed and tasted like wafers made with honey.’ Exodus 16:31 
 
‘The manna was like coriander seed and looked like resin.’ Numbers 11:7 
 
‘So, bake what you want to bake and boil what you want to boil.’ Exodus 16:23 
 
iii. What did manna taste like? Jewish legends have their own spin. ‘One only had to desire a certain dish, and no 
sooner had he thought of it, then manna had the flavour of the dish desired. The same food had a different taste to 
everyone who partook of it, according to his age, to the little children, it tasted like milk, to the strong youths like 



20 

bread, to the old men like honey, to the sick like barley steeped in oil and honey.’ But they also say that manna was 
bitter in the mouth of Gentiles. Ginzberg. 
 
d. What was this bread from heaven? Many have sought to identify with what the Arabs today call ‘mann’, which is 
formed when ‘a tiny insect punctures the bark of the tamarisk tree, drinks the sap, and exudes a clear liquid that 
solidifies as a sugary globule when it hits the ground. When the sun comes up, it melts quickly and disappears.’ 
Buckingham. 
 
i. Though the bread from heaven may have been similar to the modern day mann in the Sinai Peninsula, it wasn’t the 
same thing. The modern day mann never appears in great quantities, it doesn’t last year-round, and it is confined to a 
small geographic region. 
 
e. The purpose for giving the bread from heaven was not only to provide for the material needs of Israel. but to teach 
them eternal lessons of dependence on God. ‘He humbled you, causing you to hunger and then feeding you with 
manna, which neither you nor your ancestors had known, to teach you that man does not live on bread alone but on 
every word, that comes from the mouth of the LORD.’ Deuteronomy 8:3. When God puts us in a place of need, He 
wants us to do more than meet the need, He wants to teach an eternal lesson. 
 
i. Feeding Israel through the bread from heaven was an example of God’s way of cooperating with man. Israel could 
not bring the manna, and God would not gather it for them. Each had to do their part. 
 
ii. ‘Animals are often taught through their food. When they could not be reached in any other way, they have been 
instructed by their hunger, and by their thirst, and by their feeding.’ Spurgeon. 
 
2. The people call the bread from heaven manna. 
 

‘When the Israelites saw it, they said to each other, ‘What is it?’ For they did not know what it was. Moses said to 
them, ‘It is the bread the LORD has given you to eat.’ Exodus 16:15 

 
a. The name manna, given later in Exodus 16:31 means ‘what’s that?’ and comes from the question asked in this 
verse. 
 
b. When God’s provision comes, we often do not recognise it God as promised to meet our needs, not our 
expectations. 
 
3. Instructions on the gathering of bread from heaven. 
 
‘This is what the LORD has commanded: ‘Everyone is to gather as much as they need. Take an omer for each person 

you have in your tent.’ The Israelites did as they were told; some gathered much, some little. And when they 
measured it by the omer, the one who gathered much did not have too much, and the one who gathered little did not 
have too little. Everyone had gathered just as much as they needed. Then Moses said to them, ‘No one is to keep any 

of it until morning.’ Exodus 16:16-19 
 
a. An omer could be as much as a gallon, but early, it may have meant only a ‘cupful’ , an imprecise measure. 
 
4. Some of the people fail God’s test 
 
‘However, some of them paid no attention to Moses; they kept part of it until morning, but it was full of maggots and 
began to smell. So, Moses was angry with them. Each morning everyone gathered as much as they needed, and when 

the sun grew hot, it melted away.’ Exodus 16:20+21 
 
a. Notwithstanding, they did not heed Moses. We can clearly hear and clearly know God’s command, and yet still 
somehow think ourselves exempt! 
 
i. It bred worms and stank, this is the product of our disobedience! 
 
b. Apparently, bread from heaven had to be gathered and prepared early in the morning, because when the sun 
became hot, it melted. This was God’s gracious way of forcing a work ethic upon the children of Israel. 
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5. God provides double on the day before the Sabbath. 
 
‘On the sixth day, they gathered twice as much—two omers for each person—and the leaders of the community came 

and reported this to Moses. He said to them, ‘This is what the LORD commanded: ‘Tomorrow is to be a day of 
sabbath rest, a holy sabbath to the LORD. So, bake what you want to bake and boil what you want to boil. Save 

whatever is left and keep it until morning.’ So, they saved it until morning, as Moses commanded, and it did not stink 
or get maggots in it. ‘Eat it today,’ Moses said, ‘because today is a sabbath to the LORD. You will not find any of it 

on the ground today. Six days you are to gather it, but on the seventh day, the Sabbath, there will not be any.’ 
Nevertheless, some of the people went out on the seventh day to gather it, but they found none. Then the LORD said 
to Moses, ‘How long will you refuse to keep my commands and my instructions? Bear in mind that the LORD has 
given you the Sabbath; that is why on the sixth day he gives you bread for two days. Everyone is to stay where they 

are on the seventh day; no one is to go out.’ So, the people rested on the seventh day.’ Exodus 16:22-30 
 
a. This is the first time God speaks to Israel about the Sabbath, and God essentially ‘forces’ them to keep it by not 
providing any bread from heaven on the Sabbath day. 
 
b. Despite what God said, some go looking for bread from heaven when He said there would be none, today, people 
still look for life and fulfilment in places God has said there would be none. 
 
6. God commands some bread from heaven be set aside as a testimony to His provision. 
 

‘The people of Israel called the bread manna. It was white like coriander seed and tasted like wafers made with 
honey. Moses said, ‘This is what the LORD has commanded: ‘Take an omer of manna and keep it for the generations 
to come, so they can see the bread I gave you to eat in the wilderness when I brought you out of Egypt.’ So, Moses 

said to Aaron, ‘Take a jar and put an omer of manna in it. Then place it before the LORD to be kept for the 
generations to come.’ As the LORD commanded Moses, Aaron put the manna with the tablets of the covenant law, so 

that it might be preserved. The Israelites ate manna forty years, until they came to a land that was settled; they ate 
manna until they reached the border of Canaan. (An omer is one-tenth of an ephah.)’ Exodus 16:31-36 

 
a. This pot full of the bread from heaven was later put into the ark of the covenant, referred to here as the Testimony. 
‘This ark contained the gold jar of manna, Aaron’s staff that had budded, and the stone tablets of the covenant.’ 
Hebrews 9:4. 
 
b. As important as it was for God to provide the manna, it was important for God to stop providing it, it was essential 
that Israel be put again in the position to receive God’s ‘normal’ provision, through hard work. 
 
i. God providing through giving us the means to work and all that goes with it is really no less miraculous than the 
giving of bread from heaven. 
 

‘God’s provision and protection of Israel’  
Exodus 17 

 
A. Water from the rock. 
1. The congregation of Israel contends with Moses. 
 

‘The whole Israelite community set out from the Desert of Sin, traveling from place to place as the LORD 
commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. So, they quarrelled with 

Moses and said, ‘Give us water to drink.’ Moses replied, ‘Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you put the LORD 
to the test?’ But the people were thirsty for water there, and they grumbled against Moses. They said, ‘Why did you 

bring us up out of Egypt to make us and our children and livestock die of thirst?’ Then Moses cried out to the 
LORD,’ What am I to do with these people? They are almost ready to stone me.’ Exodus 17:1-4 

 
a. ‘As the Lord commanded’, but there was no water for the people to drink. At this point, Israel was completely in 
the will of God, yet there was no water to drink! Just because we are having problems, it doesn’t mean we are out of 
the will of God. 
 
i. No water for the people to drink, this is not an imaginary problem, the people are right to be concerned. But the 
people then contended with Moses, showing they responded to the problem in the flesh. 
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b. Though the people focused their complaint against Moses, Moses understood that their problem was against the 
Lord. Why do you tempt the Lord? 
 
i. When we have a problem, instead of thinking ‘I’m in a desert, it’s not surprising there isn’t much water here. I need 
to look to God to meet this need,’ we do what Israel did, we look for someone to blame. But that solved nothing! 
 
c. The lack of water isn’t Moses’ fault, yet as the leader of Israel, he must lead them to the answer. Moses cried out to 
the Lord. 
 
i. Moses knew the people were being unfair. What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone me! but 
he still had to lead while under the pressure of unfair attack, and he did the right thing in turning to God. 
 
2. God tells Moses how water will be provided. 
 

‘The LORD answered Moses, ‘Go out in front of the people. Take with you some of the elders of Israel and take in 
your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. I will stand there before you by the rock at Horeb. Strike 
the rock, and water will come out of it for the people to drink.’ So, Moses did this in the sight of the elders of Israel.’ 

Exodus 17:5+6 
 
a. ‘Go on before the people.’ Moses still had to lead, even in the difficult situation. A leader under attack may find it 
easy to shrink back from leadership, but God still wants leaders to lead! 
 
b. ‘Take with you some of the elders’. At the same time Moses needed to lead in concert with the men of wisdom the 
Lord had given Israel. 
 
c. ‘Take in your hand your rod with which you struck the river.’ God had Moses use what had been successful before, 
this no doubt gave confidence to Moses, to use what had been proven useful. 
 
i. Certainly, Moses couldn’t pick up that rod without remembering the power of God, the confidence he received by 
picking up the rod was a confidence in God, not himself. 
 
d. ‘Behold, I will stand before you there’. Most importantly, God would be with Moses through this difficult 
challenge of his leadership Now Moses could lead boldly! 
 
e. ‘Water will come out of it’. The plan made no sense, but Moses had to operate in obedience to God. The wisdom of 
the plan could only be seen in its ultimate success. 
 
i. God required faith in Moses the leader, to do such a thing in front of the nation and the elders meant Moses had to 
have a lot of trust in God, think how foolish he would look if it failed! 
 
3. After God provides water, Moses names the place as a rebuke to the children of Israel. 
 

‘And he called the place Massah and Meribah because the Israelites quarrelled and because they tested the LORD 
saying, ‘Is the LORD among us or not?’ Exodus 17:7 

 
a. Naturally speaking, this rock may have held an artesian spring which God caused to burst forth when Moses struck 
the rock. To give drink to that many people would have required the Niagara Falls. 
 
b. God remembered the way Israel tested Him at Massah and Meribah, recalling it in Deuteronomy 6:16 ‘Do not put 
the LORD your God to the test as you did at Massah.’  
 
Deuteronomy 9:22 ‘You also made the LORD angry at Taberah, at Massah and at Kibroth Hattaavah.’ 
 
Deuteronomy 33:8 ‘About Levi he said: ‘Your Thummim and Urim belong to your faithful servant. You tested him at 
Massah; you contended with him at the waters of Meribah’  
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c. What made this incident so important to God? Because they tempted the Lord saying, ‘Is the Lord among us or 
not?’ In a time of difficulty, the children of Israel, directly or indirectly, doubted the loving presence and care of God 
among them 
 
d. Later, when Israel remembered God’s provision in the wilderness at the Feast of Tabernacles, they had a specific 
ceremony where they recalled this miracle of water from a rock. In that exact context, Jesus said, ‘On the last and 
greatest day of the festival, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, ‘Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink. 
Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow from within them.’ John 7:37+38. 
 
i. The living water Jesus spoke of was the Holy Spirit, John 7:39 ‘By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who 
believed in him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been 
glorified.’ It is no less miraculous for God to bring the love and power of the Holy Spirit out of our hearts than it is to 
bring water out of a rock, our hearts can be just as hard! 
 
ii. Jesus was struck with Moses’ rod, the curse of the law, and from Him flows water to satisfy our spiritual thirst. 
 
Let the water and the blood, 
From Thy riven side which flowed, 
Be of sin the double cure, 
Save me from its wrath and power. 
 
B. God brings victory to Israel over the Amalekites. 
1. Amalek battles Israel, the power of Moses' prayer. 
 
‘The Amalekites came and attacked the Israelites at Rephidim. Moses said to Joshua, ‘Choose some of our men and 

go out to fight the Amalekites. Tomorrow I will stand on top of the hill with the staff of God in my hands.’ So, Joshua 
fought the Amalekites as Moses had ordered, and Moses, Aaron and Hur went to the top of the hill. As long as Moses 

held up his hands, the Israelites were winning, but whenever he lowered his hands, the Amalekites were winning.’ 
Exodus 17:8-11 

 
a. This was an unprovoked attack by Amalek against Israel, Moses calls Joshua to lead the armies of Israel into battle. 
 
i. This is the first mention of Joshua, we find him doing what he does until the time Moses passes from the scene, 
Joshua is serving Moses Joshua did as Moses said to him. 
 
b. The method of attack used by Amalek was despicable. Deuteronomy 25:17+18 ‘Remember what the Amalekites 
did to you along the way when you came out of Egypt. When you were weary and worn out, they met you on your 
journey and attacked all who were lagging behind; they had no fear of God.’ 
 
c. Moses supports the work, behind the scenes, in prayer, the fate of Israel in battle depends on Moses’ intercession. 
 
i. Held up his hand describes the Israelite posture of prayer, as we might bow our heads and fold our hands, when 
Moses prayed, Israel won, when he stopped praying, Amalek prevailed. 
 
ii. How could this be? How could life or death for Israel depend on the prayers of one man? God wants us to pray 
with this kind of passion, believing that life and death, perhaps eternally, may depend on our prayer. 
 
iii. In his early days, Moses thought the only way to win a battle was to fight. Now he will let Joshua fight, while he 
does the more important work, pray for the victory. 
 
2. Moses’ hands are strengthened in prayer. 
 

‘When Moses’ hands grew tired, they took a stone and put it under him and he sat on it. Aaron and Hur held his 
hands up—one on one side, one on the other—so that his hands remained steady till sunset. So, Joshua overcame the 

Amalekite army with the sword.’ Exodus 17:12+13 
 
a. Aaron and Hur come along side Moses and literally hold his hands up in prayer, they help him and partner with 
him in intercession. 
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b. Though this was Moses’ work to do, it was more than he could do, the battle of prayer could not be won by him 
alone. He needed others to come along side and strengthen him in prayer. 
 
i. Prayer is sometimes easy, other times it is hard work. This is why Paul describes the ministry of Epaphras as 
always labouring fervently for you in prayers. Colossians 4:12 ‘Epaphras, who is one of you and a servant of Christ 
Jesus, sends greetings. He is always wrestling in prayer for you, that you may stand firm in all the will of God, 
mature and fully assured.’ And why Paul says we must continue earnestly in prayer, being vigilant in it with 
thanksgiving. Colossians 4:2 ‘Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful’. 
 
c. Because of this work of prayer, Israel was victorious over Amalek, we are left with no other option than to say if 
Moses, Aaron, and Hur had not done the work in prayer, the battle would not have been won, and history would have 
been changed. 
 
i. How much victory is lacking because God’s people will not pray? 
 
d. When Jesus accomplished the greatest victory over Satan, His hands were stretched out. 
 
3. A never-ending battle with Amalek. 
 

‘Then the LORD said to Moses, ‘Write this on a scroll as something to be remembered and make sure that Joshua 
hears it, because I will completely blot out the name of Amalek from under heaven.’ Moses built an altar and called it 
The LORD is my Banner. He said, ‘Because hands were lifted up against the throne of the LORD, the LORD will be 

at war against the Amalekites from generation to generation.’ Exodus 17:14-16 
 
a. Because of God’s strong command to battle against Amalek until they are completely conquered, many see the 
Amalekites as a picture of our flesh, which constantly battles against the spirit and must be struggled against until 
completely conquered. 
 
‘For the flesh desires, what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the flesh. They are against each 
other, so that you are not to do whatever you want.’ Galatians 5:17 
 
b. Though Moses knew his prayer was important, he wasn’t foolish enough to think that he had won the battle, in 
worship, he builds and altar and praises the name of ‘Yahweh-Nissi, that is to say, The Lord is My Banner. 
 
i. Nissi refers to a flag or a banner, this is idea of God, victorious in battle. The same word is used of the serpent on 
the pole in Numbers 21:8+9 ‘The LORD said to Moses, ‘Make a snake and put it up on a pole; anyone who is bitten 
can look at it and live.’ So, Moses made a bronze snake and put it up on a pole. Then when anyone was bitten by a 
snake and looked at the bronze snake, they lived.’ 
 
ii. Psalm 60:4 ‘But for those who fear you, you have raised a banner to be unfurled against the bow.’ 
 
Isaiah 11:10 ‘In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations will rally to him, and his 
resting place will be glorious.’ 
 
c. Israel was disobedient to the command to constantly war against Amalek in the days of Saul, this was the primary 
act of disobedience that cost Saul the throne. 1 Samuel 15:2-9 ‘This is what the LORD Almighty says: ‘I will punish 
the Amalekites for what they did to Israel when they waylaid them as they came up from Egypt. Now go, attack the 
Amalekites and totally destroy all that belongs to them. Do not spare them; put to death men and women, children 
and infants, cattle and sheep, camels and donkeys.’ So, Saul summoned the men and mustered them at Telaim—two 
hundred thousand-foot soldiers and ten thousand from Judah. Saul went to the city of Amalek and set an ambush in 
the ravine. Then he said to the Kenites, ‘Go away, leave the Amalekites so that I do not destroy you along with them; 
for you showed kindness to all the Israelites when they came up out of Egypt.’ So, the Kenites moved away from the 
Amalekites. Then Saul attacked the Amalekites all the way from Havilah to Shur, near the eastern border of Egypt. 
He took Agag king of the Amalekites alive, and all his people he totally destroyed with the sword. But Saul and the 
army spared Agag and the best of the sheep and cattle, the fat calves and lambs—everything that was good. These 
they were unwilling to destroy completely, but everything that was despised and weak they totally destroyed.’ 
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1 Samuel 28:18 ‘Because you did not obey the LORD or carry out his fierce wrath against the Amalekites, the LORD 
has done this to you today.’ 
 

‘Jethro’s counsel to Moses’  
Exodus 18 

 
A. Jethro and Moses meet. 
1. Moses meets with Jethro, his father in law, in the desert of Midian. 
 

‘Now Jethro, the priest of Midian and father-in-law of Moses, heard of everything God had done for Moses and for 
his people Israel, and how the LORD had brought Israel out of Egypt. After Moses had sent away his wife Zipporah, 
his father-in-law Jethro received her and her two sons. One son was named Gershom, for Moses said, ‘I have become 

a foreigner in a foreign land’; and the other was named Eliezer, for he said, ‘My father’s God was my helper; he 
saved me from the sword of Pharaoh.’ Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, together with Moses’ sons and wife, came to him 
in the wilderness, where he was camped near the mountain of God. Jethro had sent word to him, ‘I, your father-in-law 

Jethro, am coming to you with your wife and her two sons.’ Exodus 18:1-6 
 
a. Moses is reunited with his wife Zipporah and his two sons Gershon and Eliezer, apparently Moses had sent his 
family back to Midian at some time, perhaps during the plagues of Egypt. 
 
b. Moses had a special relationship with Jethro, though he had been raised in all the wisdom and education of Egypt, 
Moses no doubt learned more about real leadership from the priest and shepherd Jethro, whose flocks Moses tended 
until his call at Sinai. 
 
2. Jethro glorifies God when Moses reports what the Lord has done. 
 

‘So, Moses went out to meet his father-in-law and bowed down and kissed him. They greeted each other and then 
went into the tent. Moses told his father-in-law about everything the LORD had done to Pharaoh and the Egyptians 
for Israel’s sake and about all the hardships they had met along the way and how the LORD had saved them. Jethro 
was delighted to hear about all the good things the LORD had done for Israel in rescuing them from the hand of the 
Egyptians. He said, ‘Praise be to the LORD, who rescued you from the hand of the Egyptians and of Pharaoh, and 

who rescued the people from the hand of the Egyptians. Now I know that the LORD is greater than all other gods, for 
he did this to those who had treated Israel arrogantly.’ Then Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, brought a burnt offering 
and other sacrifices to God, and Aaron came with all the elders of Israel to eat a meal with Moses’ father-in-law in 

the presence of God.’ Exodus 18:7-12 
 
a. Now I know that the Lord is greater than all the gods, it is possible Jethro knew this before, he was the priest of 
Midian. Exodus 18:1. But hearing of God’s great works over the gods of Egypt brings this truth more clearly than 
before.  
 
B. Jethro’s advice to Moses. 
1. Jethro observes Moses as he settles disputes among the children of Israel. 
 

‘The next day Moses took his seat to serve as judge for the people, and they stood around him from morning till 
evening. When his father-in-law saw all that Moses was doing for the people, he said, ‘What is this you are doing for 

the people? Why do you alone sit as judge, while all these people stand around you from morning till evening?’ 
Moses answered him, “Because the people come to me to seek God’s will. Whenever they have a dispute, it is 

brought to me, and I decide between the parties and inform them of God’s decrees and instructions.’ Exodus 18:13-16 
 
a. Moses, because he knew the statutes of God and His laws, was fit to settle disputes among the children of Israel, 
but taking all this responsibility to himself was a massive burden. 
 
2. Jethro advises Moses to delegate the job of settling disputes. 
 

‘Moses’ father-in-law replied, ‘What you are doing is not good. You and these people who come to you will only 
wear yourselves out. The work is too heavy for you; you cannot handle it alone. Listen now to me and I will give you 
some advice, and may God be with you. You must be the people’s representative before God and bring their disputes 
to him. Teach them his decrees and instructions, and show them the way they are to live and how they are to behave. 
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But select capable men from all the people—men who fear God, trustworthy men who hate dishonest gain—and 
appoint them as officials over thousands, hundreds, fifties and tens. Have them serve as judges for the people at all 
times, but have them bring every difficult case to you; the simple cases they can decide themselves. That will make 
your load lighter, because they will share it with you. If you do this and God so commands, you will be able to stand 

the strain, and all these people will go home satisfied.’ Exodus 18:17-23 
 
a. ‘The thing that you do is not good’. The problem was simply that the job was too big for Moses to do, his energies 
were being spent unwisely. Moses must delegate, even as in Acts 6, the apostles insisted they needed to delegate so 
they would not leave the word of God and serve tables. 
 
‘So, the Twelve gathered all the disciples together and said, ‘It would not be right for us to neglect the ministry of the 
word of God in order to wait on tables. Brothers and sisters, choose seven men from among you who are known to be 
full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this responsibility over to them and will give our attention to prayer and 
the ministry of the word.’ Acts 6:2-4 
 
ii. Much to Moses’ credit, he is teachable, when Jethro says the thing that you do is not good, he listens to Jethro. 
Moses knew how to not bow to the complaints of the children of Israel, Exodus 17:3 ‘But the people were thirsty for 
water there, and they grumbled against Moses. They said, ‘Why did you bring us up out of Egypt to make us and our 
children and livestock die of thirst?’ but how to hear the godly counsel from a man like Jethro. 
 
b. For Moses to effectively delegate, he must first stand before God for the people, that is, he must pray for the people 
delegation will not work if the blessing of God is not upon it. 
 
c. For Moses to effectively delegate, he must teach them the statues and the laws, that is, he must educate not only 
those who will hear the disputes, but also those who might dispute in God’s Word. 
 
i. If the people knew God’s Word for themselves, many disputes could be settled immediately. Also, if the people 
knew God’s Word for themselves, they would not be discouraged if they could not bring their case to Moses himself, 
they would know one of Moses’ delegates could give them counsel from God’s wisdom. 
 
d. For Moses to effectively delegate, he must next select from all the people able men, such as fear God, men of truth. 
Delegation fails if the job is not put into the hands of able, godly men. 
 
i. Not just anyone was fit for this job, Moses needed. 
 
Men of ability, able men. 
Men of godliness, such as fear God. 
Men of God’s Word, men of truth. 
Men of honour, hating covetousness. 
 
ii. Paul gave the same counsel to Timothy in 2 Timothy 2:2 ‘And the things you have heard me say in the presence of 
many witnesses entrust to reliable people who will also be qualified to teach others.’ 
 
e. For Moses to effectively delegate, he must still have oversight and leadership over those under him, every great 
matter they shall bring to you. Delegation is the exercise of leadership, not the abandoning of it. 
 
f. If Moses effectively delegates, the result will be blessing for all you will be able to endure, Moses will be able to do 
his job better than ever, and all this people will also go their place in peace, the people will be effectively ministered 
to. 
 
i. This method also had the advantage of settling problems quickly, people didn’t need to wait in line for Moses. ‘The 
longer a controversy lasts, the worse the tangle becomes, the more hot words are spoken, the more bystanders become 
involved.’ Meyer. Jesus said we should agree with our adversary quickly. 
 
3. Moses follows Jethro’s suggestions, Jethro departs. 
 
‘Moses listened to his father-in-law and did everything he said. He chose capable men from all Israel and made them 
leaders of the people, officials over thousands, hundreds, fifties and tens. They served as judges for the people at all 
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times. The difficult cases they brought to Moses, but the simple ones they decided themselves. Then Moses sent his 
father-in-law on his way, and Jethro returned to his own country.’ Exodus 18:21-27 

 
a. Moses wisely followed Jethro’s counsel, ‘It is better to set a hundred men to work than to do the work of a hundred 
men.’ D L Moody. 
 
b. ln Moses’ method of administration, some had a higher position than others, but only in the eyes of men God 
honoured the faithful service of the man over tens as much as the service of the man over thousands. 
 

‘The nation of Israel comes to Mount Sinai’  
Exodus 19 

 
A. Coming to the Mountain. 
1. Israel camps at Mount Sinai. 
 

‘On the first day of the third month after the Israelites left Egypt—on that very day—they came to the Desert of 
Sinai. After they set out from Rephidim, they entered the Desert of Sinai, and Israel camped there in the desert in 

front of the mountain.’ Exodus 19:1+2 
 
 
a. It has taken them three months of trusting God to get to this place, but they are finally here. They have seen God’s 
deliverance from Egypt, received His guidance on the way to go, seen His glorious victory at the Red Sea, seen God 
provide food and water miraculously, and have seen a prayerful victory won over the Amalekites. 
 
i. Israel will stay here until Numbers 10, more than fifty-seven chapters of Scripture are devoted to what happened to 
Israel in the year they camped out at Mount Sinai. 
 
b. In one sense. all that has gone before has meant to bring them to this place, God said this shall be a sign to you that 
I have sent you when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall serve God on this mountain. ‘And God 
said, “I will be with you. And this will be the sign to you that it is I who have sent you: When you have brought the 
people out of Egypt, you will worship God on this mountain.’ Exodus 3:12. 
 
i. Sinai was the place where Moses had his ‘burning bush’, experience with God, now the people will experience 
some of what Moses had before. 
 
ii. If the people are going to meet God at this mountain, it can only happen because Moses had already been there. 
The people can’t go farther than their leader. 
 
c. If Mount Sinai looks like anything, it looks like a huge pulpit, a sudden, steep outcropping of mountain out in the 
wilderness. Here, God would preach the most dramatic sermon ever heard! 
 
2. God declares His great plan for the nation of Israel 
 
‘Then Moses went up to God, and the LORD called to him from the mountain and said, ‘This is what you are to say 

to the descendants of Jacob and what you are to tell the people of Israel: ‘You yourselves have seen what I did to 
Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. Now if you obey me fully and keep my 

covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, you will be 
for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words you are to speak to the Israelites.’ Exodus 19:3-6 
 
a. Moses, led by God. goes up on the mountain to meet with God as he had before, and the Lord speaks to Moses 
again. 
 
i. ‘House of Jacob’. Verse 3. God associates the nation with the weakest and most carnal of the patriarchs, they are 
more like Jacob than Abraham or Isaac. 
 
b. God gave a message to the people through Moses, a message regarding the purpose and destiny He had for Israel, a 
destiny based on what God had already done for them. 
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i. God’s love and care was shown for Israel already, as He bore you on eagle’s wings. It is said that an eagle does not 
carry her young in her claws like other birds, the young eagles attach themselves to the back of the mother eagle and 
are protected as they are carried. Any arrow from a hunter must pass through the mother eagle before it could touch 
the young eagle on her back. 
 
ii. The deliverance, ‘I bore you on eagles’ wings’, was for fellowship, brought you to Myself, God didn’t deliver 
Israel so they could ‘do their own thing,’ but so they could be God’s people. 
 
c. God intended for Israel to be a special treasure unto Him, a people with a unique place in God's great plan, a people 
of great value and concern to God. 
 
i. Paul longed for Christians to know how great a treasure they were to God, he prayed they would know what are the 
riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints. Ephesians 1:18 ‘I pray that the eyes of your heart may be 
enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in 
his holy people.’ 
 
d. God intended for Israel to be a kingdom of priests, where every believer could come before God themselves, and 
everyone could represent God to the nations. 
 
i. Peter reminds us we are a royal priesthood, those who serve God as both kings and priests, and has made us kings 
and priests to His God and Father. Revelation 1:6 ‘And has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and 
Father—to him be glory and power for ever and ever! Amen.’ 
 
‘But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you may declare the 
praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.’ l Peter 2:9 
 
e. God intended for Israel to be a holy nation, a nation and people set apart from the rest of the world, the particular 
possession of God, fit for His purposes. 
 
i. Peter reminds us we are a holy nation, 1 Peter 2:9. As God’s people, we must be set apart, thinking and doing 
differently than others in this world. 
 
f. All this could only be fulfilled if Israel would stay in God’s word, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My 
covenant, then. Apart from knowing and doing God’s word, God’s destiny for the nation would never be fulfilled. 
 
i. Keep my covenant, the covenant was greater than the law itself, the covenant God would make with Israel involved 
law, sacrifice, and the choice to obey and be blessed or disobey and be cursed. 
 
3. The people agree to obey the covenant. 
 

‘So, Moses went back and summoned the elders of the people and set before them all the words the LORD had 
commanded him to speak. The people all responded together, ‘We will do everything the LORD has said.’ So, Moses 
brought their answer back to the LORD. The LORD said to Moses, ‘I am going to come to you in a dense cloud, so 
that the people will hear me speaking with you and will always put their trust in you.’ Then Moses told the LORD 

what the people had said.’ Exodus 19:7-9 
 
a. The people will later be challenged to receive the covenant again, after they have heard its terms, and they do. 
‘Then the LORD said to Moses, ‘Come up to the LORD, you and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and seventy of the elders 
of Israel. You are to worship at a distance, but Moses alone is to approach the LORD; the others must not come near. 
And the people may not come up with him.’ When Moses went and told the people all the LORD’s words and laws, 
they responded with one voice, ‘Everything the LORD has said we will do.’ Moses then wrote down everything the 
LORD had said. He got up early the next morning and built an altar at the foot of the mountain and set up twelve 
stone pillars representing the twelve tribes of Israel. Then he sent young Israelite men, and they offered burnt 
offerings and sacrificed young bulls as fellowship offerings to the LORD. Moses took half of the blood and put it in 
bowls, and the other half he splashed against the altar. Then he took the Book of the Covenant and read it to the 
people. They responded, ‘We will do everything the LORD has said; we will obey.’ Moses then took the blood, 
sprinkled it on the people and said, “This is the blood of the covenant that the LORD has made with you in 
accordance with all these words.’ Exodus 24:1-8 
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b. Yet, before God lays out His covenant with Israel, He desires to know their state of heart, will they accept it or 
reject it? 
 
i. God may refuse to speak to the resisting heart, if' there is not an initial openness to the things of God, God may 
honour that person’s hardness and refuse to bring His life-giving Word. Are we playing games and resisting God’s 
word? 
 
c. Moses here is acting as a true priest, as an intermedium between God and the people, yet, God spoke audibly to 
Moses, that the people may hear when I speak with you, so, everyone world know that it was really God speaking. 
 
4. God commands that His holy presence on Sinai be respected. 
 

‘And the LORD said to Moses, ‘Go to the people and consecrate them today and tomorrow. Have them wash their 
clothes and be ready by the third day, because on that day the LORD will come down on Mount Sinai in the sight of 
all the people. Put limits for the people around the mountain and tell them, ‘Be careful that you do not approach the 
mountain or touch the foot of it. Whoever touches the mountain is to be put to death. They are to be stoned or shot 
with arrows; not a hand is to be laid on them. No person or animal shall be permitted to live.’ Only when the ram’s 

horn sounds a long blast may they approach the mountain.’ Exodus 19:10-13 
 
a. God was going to appear to Israel in spectacular fashion, and before this could happen, the people had to prepare 
themselves. 
 
b. The coming of God to Mount Sinai did not mean the people were free to go to the mountain and fellowship with 
God, they had to keep their distance behind a barrier, and the penalty for failing to keep their distance was death. 
 
i. Any person or animal killed for getting too close would be regarded as so unholy they could not even be touched, 
they had to be executed with a stones or arrows. 
 
c. ‘You shall set bounds for the people’, if there is anything basic to human nature, it is that, we need boundaries. In 
setting these boundaries and providing the death penalty for breaching them, God is showing Israel that obedience is 
more important than their feelings. We don’ t doubt that some bold Israelites felt like going beyond the boundaries, 
but they were to submit their feelings to obedience. 
 
d. The people could only come near at God’s invitation, when the trumpet sounds long. 
 
5. Commands for ceremonial purity and cleanliness. 
 
‘After Moses had gone down the mountain to the people, he consecrated them, and they washed their clothes. Then 
he said to the people, ‘Prepare yourselves for the third day. Abstain from sexual relations.’ Exodus 19:14+15 
 
a. The people had to demonstrate their desire for purity by putting on clean clothes and restraining the flesh, do not 
come near your wives. 
 
b. The meeting with God could only come at the third day, anyone who tried to meet with God before this would be 
coming before God had opened the way. 
 
B. God’s presence on the mountain. 
1. God’s terrifying presence on Mount Sinai. 
 

‘On the morning of the third day there was thunder and lightning, with a thick cloud over the mountain, and a very 
loud trumpet blast. Everyone in the camp trembled. Then Moses led the people out of the camp to meet with God, 

and they stood at the foot of the mountain. Mount Sinai was covered with smoke, because the LORD descended on it 
in fire. The smoke billowed up from it like smoke from a furnace, and the whole mountain trembled violently. As the 

sound of the trumpet grew louder and louder, Moses spoke and the voice of God answered him.’ Exodus 19:16-19 
 
a. The presence of God was signalled by signs of His power and glory, the thundering’s and lightnings, and a thick 
cloud must have seemed terrifying to the people. 
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b. Beyond all one could see, hear, and feel there, then came a long, loud blast of a trumpet, a trumpet coming not 
from the camp but from heaven itself, no wonder all the people who were in the camp trembled! 
 
c. Then, Moses could lead the people right up to the barrier, to the very foot of Mount Sinai, where they could see, 
smell, hear, and virtually taste the fire which engulfed the mountain, as well as feel the earth shake under their feet 
when the whole mountain quaked greatly. 
 
d. In the midst of all this, the sound of the trumpet blast becomes longer and louder and longer and louder, until 
Moses speaks to God, perhaps asking Him to stop! 
 
2. Moses goes up on Mount Sinai to the immediate presence of God. 
 

‘The LORD descended to the top of Mount Sinai and called Moses to the top of the mountain. So, Moses went up’ 
Exodus 19:20 

 
a. As the people trembled in terror at the foot of the mountain, Moses needed courage to go to the top and meet with 
God. We can imagine all the people of Israel thinking Moses was crazy for going up there! 
 
b. Yet, of all people, Moses could have such courage, because he knew God not only in terms of this awesome power, 
but also in terms of His gracious kindness. 
 
3. God tells Moses to go back down and warn the people again about respecting the holiness of His presence on Sinai. 
 
‘And the LORD said to him, ‘Go down and warn the people so they do not force their way through to see the LORD 
and many of them perish. Even the priests, who approach the LORD, must consecrate themselves, or the LORD will 
break out against them.’ Moses said to the LORD, ‘The people cannot come up Mount Sinai, because you yourself 
warned us, ‘Put limits around the mountain and set it apart as holy.’ The LORD replied, ‘Go down and bring Aaron 

up with you. But the priests and the people must not force their way through to come up to the LORD, or he will 
break out against them.’ So, Moses went down to the people and told them’ Exodus 19:21-25 

 
a. Those who through rebellion, curiosity, or raw daring who would presume to go up on the mountain would perish; 
the glory and greatness of God wasn’t to be a matter subjected to scientific inquiry or a way to prove one’s own 
manhood. 
 
b. Just because God called Moses and Aaron up did not mean there was an open invitation for the whole nation to 
meet with God on Mount Sinai, the barrier was still to stand. 
 
4. Two mountains. 
 
a. Exodus 19 gives a powerful picture of the awesome fear each Israelite must have felt at Mount Sinai, surely this 
would have inspired them to a holy walk! 
 
i. In fact, many today feel we need to get more of the thunder and fire and trembling of Mount Sinai into people as a 
way of keeping them from sin. 
 
b. Yet, not forty days from this, the whole nation will be practising an orgy around a golden calf, praising it as the 
god which brought them out of Egypt! 
 
i. As Chadwick says, ‘Awe is one thing: the submission of the will is another.’ Israel had awe, but little submission of 
their will. 
 
c. Hebrews 12 tells us loud and clear that we have come to a different mountain, that our salvation and relationship 
with God is centred at Mount Zion, not Mount Sinai. 
 
‘You have not come to a mountain that can be touched and that is burning with fire to darkness, gloom and storm to a 
trumpet blast or to such a voice speaking words that those who heard it begged that no further word be spoken to 
them, because they could not bear what was commanded: ‘If even an animal touches the mountain, it must be stoned 
to death.’ The sight was so terrifying that Moses said, ‘I am trembling with fear.’ But you have come to Mount Zion, 
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to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem. You have come to thousands upon thousands of angels in joyful 
assembly, to the church of the firstborn, whose names are written in heaven. You have come to God, the Judge of all, 
to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, to Jesus the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that 
speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.’ Hebrews 12:18-24 
 
i. Sinai speaks of fear and terror, Zion speaks of love and forgiveness. 
 
ii Sinai is in a dry desert, but Zion is the city of the Living God. 
 
iii. Sinai, with all its tear and power is earthly, but the Mount Zion we come to is heavenly and spiritual. 
 
iv. At Sinai. only Moses could come and meet God, at Zion, there is an innumerable company, a general assembly. 
 
v. Sinai had guilty men in fear, but Zion has just men made perfect. 
 
vi. At Sinai. Moses is the mediator, but at Zion, Jesus the mediator. 
 
vii. Sinai put forth an old covenant, ratified by the blood of animals. Zion has a New Covenant, ratified by the blood 
of God’s precious Son. 
 
viii. Sinai was about barriers and exclusion, Zion is all about invitation. 
 
ix. Sinai is Law, Zion is grace. 
 
x. Therefore. we shouldn’t come to Zion as if we were coming to Sinai, put away your hesitation and get bold in 
corning to God! 
 
d. However, there is much for us to learn at Mount Sinai, we learn of God’s holy requirements, what we must do 
before we can come to Him. 
 
i. We must be willing to receive God’s word, we must be set apart, we must be cleansed. we can only come after the 
third day, we must respect God’s boundary; we must restrain the flesh, and we must know we come to a holy God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


