“A breath from God” (1)

We are beginning a sermon series callgack to Basics’and we are going to cover many subjects, which are
becoming more and more of an issue for churches o$tCiltiover the world. And just let me say from theyve
beginning that these lessons are going to need a loeotiatt from you and a lot of help from God, so than ¢
present them in such a way, that you will all undesta/hy we do, what we do, in our worship assemblies.”

Let me also say that your faith will be challengegrgthing you do and take for granted when we come together
going to be questioned. And that is good news, because lbyrtd we have finished this series of sermons, | hope
and pray that you will know that everything we do heré&anday mornings is Bible based and commanded by ou
God.

We are going to look at church music, handclapping, ancatsieg of your hands in worship. We are going to look
at fellowship and try and understand exactly what thansieWe are going to look at modern day miracles, tongus
speaking and Holy Spirit baptism.

And today we are going to lay the foundation for allrefise subjects. We are going to look at‘ffiee God-Breathed
Bible” and see if we can have a little more confidendberiWord that we let rule our lives.

| heard a story about an elderly woman, who had justneduto her home from an evening of Bible study, she foul
a man in the act of robbing her home of its valuabldssarshe yelledStop! Acts 2:38, Repent and be baptized, in
the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be &rgiVhe burglar stopped in his tracks. The woman calmly
called the police and explained to them what she had dsrtbe policeman handcuffed the man to take him to the
police station, he asked the burglai/hy did you just stand thereZll the old lady did was yell a scripture to you.
“Scripture?’replied the burglar'She said she had an axe and two 38's!”

And the point of the story is that, it is good for astop in our tracks and remind ourselves of who we afevaat
God’'s Word actually says. Since the beginning of time Gadnhade Himself known to mankind in a variety of
ways.

Romans 1:20 “For since the creation of the world God’sibla qualities--his eternal power and divine nature--ha
been clearly seen, being understood from what hasrbada, so that men are without excu&utely at some point
in everyone’s life, people have looked up into the ski@swonderedvhere did all this come from?

We begin our journey in the beginning,Genesis 1:&nd there we find thdGod created the heavens and the
earth”.Now notice there is no question about the existence df Boses simply writesGod exists and God
created’ There are no doubts or theories, he writes itfasta

And also noticenow God created everything. All the way througtapter Iwe find a little phrase, which say#nd
God said. Let there be” “Let there bis"the Hebrew wordhayah’and it's said as a command.Genesis 1:3 says,
“And God commanded, be light and there was light.Genesis 1:6 says,”And God commanded, be an expanse
between the waters to separate water from water.”

And so it goes on, but the point I'm trying to make is tBatl didn't just speak His creation into existence, He
commanded it into existence. By the words of His moutltétemanded,Be light”. By the words of His mouth, He
commanded the sun, moon and the stars to be foffsadn 33:6 “By the word of the LORD were the heavens
made, their starry host by the breath of his mouth.”

The psalmist also says kisalm 19:1-4 “The heavens declare the glory of God;kies proclaim the work of his
hands. Day after day they pour forth speech; night aitgnt they reveal knowledge. They have no speech,usey
no words; no sound is heard from them. Yet their voice gaesito all the earth, their words to the endshef t
world. In the heavens God has pitched a tent forahe€ And so we find that God speaks to us, even today, throug
His creation and His creation shouts out to us aluabiis invisible qualities, His eternal power and His walévi
nature.

So what does God want from uSR, the heavens declare the glory of God but His crealiesn’t tell us what He
wants from usgoes it?You see God also speaks to us in another way, He spea&shimugh His Word, the Bible.
The Bible is a collection of book66 booksin all, it is written by40 different authorsspanning a time period of
1600 years



It is also split into two Testaments, the Old andNlesv. The word Testament in Biblical terms simplyame a
covenant or agreement. And so if the heavens and thie desnlare the glory of God and tells us how mightyidile
we need to read His Word, the Bible to find out what Hetsvetom us.

Why did He create us in the first place? Did God crdasdoeautiful universe for us to live in, so that He cesh $it
back and admire it allBurely that can’t be the answer, surely God createdrasgarpose, surely God wants
something more from us.

| heard a story about a woman who was getting marriadange church with a long aisle. The bride, who wittiex
short-sited, chose not to wear her glasses for thesioecaAnd as she walked in on her father's arm, she ttorac
and her words echoed through the chutichhe there?”

And sadly that’'s how some people think when it comé&sdd. They are either wanting a sign from God, sottiet
can know God is there or they will open their Biblesse their eyes, point to some Scripture and hopédolést.

Listen, we know what God wants from us because He kasles it to us through His Word, the Bibfenos 3:7
“Surely the Sovereign LORD does nothing without reveghis plan to his servants the prophetié Bible is
basically God’s autobiography; it tells us everything wedn® know about God.

And that’s how we know what God wants to say to us td@eause God speaks to us through His Word today.
Throughout the Old Testament God revealed himself, sorastihrough personally speaking to people like
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

And in Exodus 3:6ivhen God is revealing Himself to Moses He sdysm the God of your father, the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of JacAbhd when Moses was told to go back to Egypt and tell Phamo
let His people go, he was to tell the Israelites thatvi WHO | AM” sent me back here. And a little lateiErodus
20:2+3after God delivered them out of Egypt, God says to Mdbkas) the LORD your God, who brought you out
of Egypt, out of the land of slaveryAnd so from then on, God was known as their God, thaid; the God who
had redeemed them out of Egypt.

But He also revealed more of His character, that'sqgfahe reason why He gave the Israelite nationrthe
CommandmentsThey would certainly know that He was a powerful ®Gedause of all the mighty acts He did
through Moses. They would certainly know that He wgsalbus God because they weren’t to worship any other
gods.

This was the God of their ancestors, Abraham, Issaat,Jacob. And because God had promised them an inherita
and rest, God was now acting on behalf of their dese¢sdand when God communicated with His people, He
revealed both His identity and His purpose to them. His marp@s to make the Israelites a nation dedicatedsto H
service alone.

Exodus 19:5+6 “Now if you obey me fully and keep my covertaety out of all nations you will be my treasured
possession. Although the whole earth is mine, you wilido me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.”

After all, what would be the point of delivering themrfr&gypt, if He didn’t have a purpose for them? He also
spoke through His prophets, He would appear in visions or seadgel to one of His prophets to give the people «
message from God.

Sometimes it was good news and sometimes it bad nelen e Israelites were ignoring God’s Word and just
doing their own thing, God would send His prophets to themjarn them to turn from their wicked ways.

But much like some people of the world today, they chosgnore His words and do their own thing. And like any
loving father would do, God had to punish His children for tdeiobedience, much like we do with our own
children today, when we see they are headed for danger.

God sent a succession of prophets who warned His peopngts such admosandJoeltold God’s people if they
did not mend their ways, captivity would come on therjudgment, and so they ended up in Babylon. But even
during the captivity the prophets continued to speak, propketSdinielandEzekielwould encourage the Israelites
and promise them that God would deliver them again fren tioubles.



But the whole point I'm trying to get across is that Gexkals Himself to us through His Word, so that we too can
have a personal relationship with Him. And then camailiimate revelation, God Himself. What better way f
people to get know someone and to find out what they fs@mt you, than to meet them face-to-face.

John 1:1 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word wis®od, and the Word was God.” John 1:14 “The
Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We havéiseglory, the glory of the one and only Son, wh
came from the Father, full of grace and truth”.

A man was walking along a railway line one time androthe distance he could hear a train coming. He looked
down on the railway track and there were thousandstefvaalking on the railway line. He shouted to them taoffet
the line but because he couldn’t speak the language ait atihay just kept on going, unaware of the danger which
lay ahead of them. The man thought for a moment andleved how he could help them, so he decided he would
become an ant. So he became an ant and told theantisethat they were in danger and needed to get difithe

So some of them did listen to him but others just ignoredamd carried on up the line to their destruction.

Now | know that’s a poor illustration but that's what Gaid. Now we may not fully understand that Jesus wag G
in the flesh but the Jews certainly dicdhn 10:30-33;l and the Father are one.” Again his Jewish opponeonkeg

up stones to stone him, but Jesus said to them, “I havensjmu many good works from the Father. For which of
these do you stone me?” “We are not stoning you for aayg gmrk,” they replied, “but for blasphemy, because yo!
a mere man, claim to be God.”

They clearly understood that Jesus claimed to be God.irfthe form of Jesus became a human, to tell @t wa
needed to do, to have a proper relationship with Himcatee to speak to us in a language we could understand.

Hebrews 1:1 “In the past God spoke to our forefathemutih the prophets at many times and in various waysnbu
these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom hataddwir of all things, and through whom he made th:
universe.”

And so today God still speaks to us through His Son, througihMdrd. Now when Jesus was hdreyw was He
going to make sure that nobody forgot what He taught artdHiv was He going to let others know, after He
ascended back to heaven, what they need to do, to bewightodWell, He used His disciples.

Luke 21:12-15 “But before all this, they will lay hands on wmd persecute you. They will deliver you to
synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kinggauernors, and all on account of my name. This
will result in your being witnesses to them. But make oyorynind not to worry beforehand how you will defend
yourselves. For | will give you words and wisdom that nohgour adversaries will be able to resist or conttati

Imagine leaving the message of God, in the hands of fifeat> exactly what Jesus did when He went back to
heaven, He left everything in the hands of His discifies they were going to get help to remember all the ghing
that Jesus said and done through the Holy Spirit.

John 16:12-15 “I have much more to say to you, more thanaoounaw bear. But when he, the Spirit of truth, come
he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on bisn; he will speak only what he hears, and he will t@ll y
what is yet to come. He will bring glory to me by takinom what is mine and making it known to you. All that
belongs to the Father is mine. That is why | said that$yll take from what is mine and make it known to you.”

The disciples received help from the Holy Guest to rememaerything that Jesus said and done, and that’s how
have the Scriptures today. These men, who were evergdaywho had normal jobs and little or none education,
with the exception of the apostle Paul. These verywitnGod’s guidance wrote the New Testament under the
inspiration of the Holy Spirit.

And our God preserved the entire Bible until it was ébleome together as a whole and be readily availablellfor
of mankind today. That's what Paul is talking about iGorinthians 13:8-1Where he saysl.ove never fails. But
where there are prophecies, they will cease; where tre tongues, they will be stilled; where thelen®wledge, it
will pass away. For we know in part and we prophesy in pattwhen perfection comes, the imperfect disappears

That perfection he is talking about there, is the perétof God, which is going to be available to everyone.



| love theMessagedranslationof these verseq, Corinthians 13:8-10 “Love never dies. Inspired speechoeibver
some day; praying in tongues will end; understanding walthats limit. We know only a portion of the trutmda
what we say about God is always incomplete. But wherComplete arrives, our incompletes will be candélle

We don’t need the gift of prophecies, we don’'t need theofgupernatural knowledge and tongue speaking anym
because we now know what God'’s will is. That’s thel&ibhat’s the complete and final revelation of God and s
now we can all know what God’s will is for us, becaiides been revealed to us in written form.

Now what does the Bible say about itsélfPimothy 3:16 “All Scripture is God-breathed’he Greek word used
here forGod-breatheds the wordtheopneustosand it meanslivinely breathed inRemember back iGenesis 2
when God created ma®&enesis 2:8ays, The LORD God formed the man from the dust of the grountlaeathed
into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man beza living being.”

God breathed, the breath of lives into Adam and he beedwiag being. And that’s what God’s Word does for
people, it breathes new life into them and makes thee @nd brings them to salvation.

John 6:63 “The Spirit gives life; the flesh countsrothing. The words | have spoken to you—they are full of the
Spirit and life.” Romans 1:16 “For | am not ashamecdhefgospel, because it is the power of God that brings
salvation to everyone who believes.”

You see there are two ways to deal with the Word of @odl,can approach it with an open heart, or a closed. hea
Exodus 9:12says thatjthe Lord hardened Pharaoh’s heaatid people get into all sorts of trouble trying to explain
this.

But let me say this, God won't force anyone to do anythagwe simply don’t want to do. Pharaoh’s heart was
constantly closed to the Word of Gagkodus 7:13ays,Yet Pharaoh's heart became hard and he would not tstel
them, just as the LORD had said.” Exodus 8&a$s,"'But when Pharaoh saw that there was relief, he haatlars
heart and would not listen to Moses and Aaron, just as@#D had said.’And we could go on, but that is the
approach of many people today when they come to read ®amd®, their hearts are already closed.

But let me show you what happens to someone who recee&¥drd of God with an open heaticts 16:13-15 “On
the Sabbath we went outside the city gate to the nvieere we expected to find a place of prayer. We sah@mnd
began to speak to the women who had gathered there. @meseflistening was a woman named Lydia, a dealer i
purple cloth from the city of Thyatira, who was a woper of God. The Lord opened her heart to respond to Paul
message. When she and the members of her householdapéred, she invited us to her home.”

God was able to open Lydia’s heart because her hearavesady open to His Word. And it was because of har op
heartedness, that she allowed some of that God-brgatifingiving Word into her and then she became a cliild o
God.

Now let me tell you what many people think of the Bilolday. They think it is a book full of contradictiontisey
think it is a book that is full of mythical stories suathJonah and the fish. They think it is just a histookbavhich
contains a lot of lovely stories about a man whodigegood life, and His name was Jesus.

Now granted some people read the Bible but many struggle tostenai@it,but what's so strangely new about that?
2 Peter 3:15+16 “Bear in mind that our Lord’s patience meamatsn, just as our dear brother Paul also wrote yo
with the wisdom that God gave him. He writes the samgiw all his letters, speaking in them of these maittdis
letters contain some things that are hard to understdndh ignorant and unstable people distort, as theyelo th
other Scriptures, to their own destruction.”

Is there anyone of us who can fully grasp and understangthing, which is written in the Bible2ven God’s own
prophets didn’t always grasp what God meant when He spdkemn.1l Peter 1:10-12 “Concerning this salvation,
the prophets, who spoke of the grace that was to conmutsgarched intently and with the greatest care, ttging
find out the time and circumstances to which the Spir@laist in them was pointing when he predicted the
sufferings of Christ and the glories that would folldw.

My point is this, sometimes we need someone to help derstand the Bible. Like the eunuchAinots 8who was
travelling back home to Ethiopia. He was sitting in ar@t reading a manuscript. He was reading fronBthek of
Isaiahthe prophet but he didn't understand what he was reading.



So an angel sent a man named Philip to him and he askedrthel&f he needed help understanding what he was
reading. The Eunuch askedAnts 8:31 “How can | understand what is written unless someon&msit to me.”

So Philip explained it to him and he too became a child of Ge was obviously a godly man, who knew the
Scriptures but didn’t fully understand what they were tgjlabout.

Now what about the people who have read the Bible butigoess every word?Vell there is nothing wrong with
guestioning the Bible, but the reason why you are questioninghié first place could be wrong. You can question
the Bible but not with a hardened heart like we spoke admlier. Not with your mind already made up, that itls al
just rubbish.

You see, some people don’'t want to believe the Bibleoid'$SWord because that would mean they would have to
admit there is a God. That would mean them having totatiatithey can’t make it heaven on their own mditiat
would mean them having to change their lifestyles, sonestdramatically. That would mean them having to subn
to the will of God and admitting they are a sinner.

You see, God speaking through the prophet Isaiah abod¢wWsesaid a way back lisaiah 6:9 “Go and tell this
people: “Be ever hearing, but never understanding; beseeang, but never perceivinddhd a few years later Jesus
himself said infMatthew 13:14 “In them is fulfilled the prophecy of IdaidYou will be ever hearing but never
understanding; you will be ever seeing but never perceiving.”

Jesus wants to teach these people something, but thegtanearing or understanding Him. And that is truearfiyn
people today, their ears are open but they don’t heang, tiieir eyes are wide open but they don’t see a thinge Sc
people fail to see and understand the power and meaning ofWests.

Some people cannot produce that faith which comes frormbehe Word of God. And the reason for that is that
they have closed their hearts to the truth, and hiaeady made up in their minds that it's all rubbish. THey't see
because they don't want to see, they don't listen bedhagedon’t want to listen.

Some people fail to see that there are @@€0 propheciethat were written in the Old Testament, which were
fulfilled in the New Testament, of which at le&stl were fulfilled in Jesus. Some people fail to seeatt®uracy in
the history of the Bible, which has been proven thraughaeologySome people fail to see the accuracy of the
geographicatletailswithin the Bible, which has been proven throagbhaeology

A man namedVilliam Ramsaywrote a book calletSt Paul the traveller and Roman citizeRé thought that the
Book of Actswas inaccurate, so he went on a journey, following earefully the details written within thHgook of
Acts. He did this to prove the book wrong but instead of proiimgong, he found it to be true. He visited all the
areas mentioned in the book and came across evidénatgeoves th&ook of Actsto be accurate.

You see, you can try to prove the Bible wrong, but you astape its accuradyid you know that a man named
Evagelista Torricelldiscovered that air has weightli640? Well if he had taken the time to read the Biblehcould
have told him that yeatsefore.Job 28:25 “When he established the force of the wind andurez out the waters.”

Did you know that a philosopher nametilolauswho lived aroundt70BCwas first to suggest that the earth must
have balance®ell if he had taken the time to read the Bildajahcould have told him that yeabgfore.lsaiah
40:12 “Who has measured the waters in the hollow of hid,@arwith the breadth of his hand marked off the
heavens? Who has held the dust of the earth in a basketjghed the mountains on the scales and the hills in a
balance?”

Ask yourself,how did Job know that the earth hangs on nothing just®&r yearago?Job 26:7 “He spreads out
the northern skies over empty space; he suspendsrtheogar nothing.”

How did they know just ove3263 yearago that the stars do not deviate from their courdes@es 5:20 “From the
heavens the stars fought, from their courses.”

How did Jeremiah know that sand keeps the sea in teplaremiah 5:22 “I made the sand a boundary for the se
an everlasting barrier it cannot cross. The wavesnoigybut they cannot prevail; they may roar, byticannot
cross it.”



People think these are all fairly new discoveriestbatBible has been shouting these truths out for yden& when
you think about the words within the Bible itseffyou were going to write the world’s number one besselould
you include all your sins and the downfalls of your life?

Let me finish by asking you this questiavhat are two of the main differences between Clandty and any other
religion?“Faith and Choice.”

At the end of the day when all the arguments are putaial, for and against the inspiration of the Bibl@llicomes
down to faith and choice. You see, nobody forced yoletmime a Christian and if you’re not a Christian todiagn
you can be sure, that no one will force you to becomberatin either because your faith needs to be your. faith

And if you decide to become a Christian one day, thencgm be sure that nobody will force you to remain a
Christian. Our God has always worked with free willyau remain faithful, you will be rewarded. But God alsgss
“I am not going to force you to love me and stay faitiiduine, faithfulness is up to you, I'll help you but it’'s wp t
you.”

Let me encourage you all to continue to read and studysG@did, it's breath taking at times. Question it by all
means but remember God’s Word doesn’t contradict itdedfproblem is usually in our understanding of it.

Let me leave you with some advice from God himselfstmme advice that helped Joshua become a great leader
God’s peopleJoshua 1:7+8 “Be strong and very courageous. Be careful yaatilthe law my servant Moses gave
you; do not turn from it to the right or to the ld¢ftat you may be successful wherever you go. Do not BBtk of

the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day anttngp that you may be careful to do everything written
it.”



