“You are not far from the kingdom.”

| heard a story about a young Indian who went up a moutttdind his teacher and when he got there, he asked,
“Teacher, how can | find God™Mis teacher said]f you really want to find God then come with me dotke
mountain to the river.5o off they went together and when they got to thengagelge the teacher led the young
Indian into the deepest part of the water. And despaegdling Indian kicking and punching he ducked his whole
body under the water and held the young Indian thereviorwhole minutes. And when he finally let him up out of
the water, he said to hirfiyoung man if you want to find God as much as you wanted aioment ago, you will
find him no problem.”

And | guess the point of the story isyou want to find something, sometimes it's going to be péithiuse to live
near a city called Edinburgh when | lived in Scotlandfact | used to live in a place calléthe Kingdom”. And |
know that there are many people who never knew therewagydom in Scotland. That kingdom is calléthe
kingdom of Fife.”

| had a friend who wanted to go and visit this kingdom, sowent and we drove over the Firth of Forth road bridge
and we deliberately went into the kingdom. And if you haxer eisited the Kingdom of Fife, you will know it is a
beautiful place and | guarantee, you will like what yowatwou see.

And the reason | told you that is to help focus your mowdsiark 12:34 where Jesus says to a man who is standir
in front of HIM.“Your not far from the kingdom.Now in a very similar way, my friend and | were onlyey short
drive away from the kingdom. A kingdom that my friend hadrd about but never visited. A kingdom that was
supposedly full of beauty, but my friend had never seed.iAm@ very true sense, he wasn'’t very far from the
kingdom.

Now of coarse Jesus wasn'’t talking about the kingdomfef ko matter how much us Scottish people would like t
believe that. But He was speaking about a kingdom thasti@s real and which can only be entered into by the
deliberate desire of an individual and He was speakinigedtingdom of God. When you get a minute at home, re:
Matthew 22and there you will find the very time when this evext place in the life of Jesus. It was during the
final week of the Jesus’ life. He has ridden triumphaintio Jerusalem, the multitude have praised Him. Hgushs
cleansed the temple by turning out the moneychangers antetbbants.

The religious leaders are around trying to trap Hime Herodiang€ome to Jesus and tried to catch Him out, they a
Jesus;ls it lawful to give to Caesar?And Jesus said\Whose portrait is this? And whose inscription?" "Cassar'
they replied. Then Jesus said to them, "Give to Caesatris/Raesar's and to God what is God's."

As soon as they are silencéde Sadduceesome along. And they too try to trick Jesus. They askedtaa woman
who had been married to 7 brothers, all of the samdyfaamd so they ask\yVhose wife will she be in the
resurrection?’You see the Sadducees didn't believe in the resurremtipway. So Jesus sayéye you not in error
because you do not know the Scriptures or the power of Gidh the dead rise, they will neither marry nor be
given in marriage; they will be like the angels invera”

And finally we havelhe Pharisegdhe teachers of the nation. And frématthew 22 it seems as though one young
man, pushed his way forward to ask Jesus another trick gquéstiry and trap Him. And this young man comes to
Jesus and he asks the questiamgch is the first commandment? Which is the great@stneandment of all? Which
is the highestAnd Jesus looks at this young man and | wonder of thasa'tva look of sympathy on His face! This
man had been so wrongly informed about Jesus, | donk ti@ would believe anything that Jesus would tell him

anyway.

A couple were driving down this country road when they mhasarm with donkeys and pigs in it. The man asked
his wife, “Relatives of yours dear™Mis wife said,"Yes, the in-laws.”You see, once you have made your mind up
about someone, it is difficult to change your mind abbat person. But you can imagine that man standing back :
waiting for the answer from Jesus.

And Jesus deliberately quotes from the Old Testament. gagasf scripture that every faithful Jew would recite
twice every day. It's known dsl'he Schema’from Deuteronomy 6where God had saithiear, O Israel, the Lord
our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God withyallr heart and with all your soul and with all your mind
and with all your strength." The second is this: 'Loveryweighbour as yourself.”
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| want you notice something about that passage of scriptiviark 12 Because it looks like the scribe was surprise
at the answer because noticevamse 34t says, Teacher you have truly said that He is one and tlsene iother but
Him and to love Him with all of your heart, with all gbur understanding and your strength and to love your
neighbour as yourself is much more than the whole loffetings and sacrificesThe Bible says thatthe man was
amazed”.

And | would like you to notice something else. When Jéstid/, that he answered wisely, Jesus didn’t just hear tf
young man speaking to Him, HEAW on his face an honest expression, when Jesi§ that he answered wisely.
Jesus said)You are not far from the kingdom of God”.

| believe that Jesus saw in that man’s face, faithl@nesty. Here is a man who many might call a ralistnor a
ritualist. But there, standing before Jesus was awfenseems to have more understanding than those wheéad |
trying to trap Jesus. And Jesus can bless a person likebtinmslantly. | would like for us to think about this man’s
position and then | would like for us to think about our fgms$s and our position as being near to the kingdom of
God.

Let me say a few words about the kingdom of God. Foostifi~ thousand yearthe Jews had longed for the
kingdom to come. Way back in Old Testament times, Gaddgnomised, He would establish a kingdom, which
would have no end. There had been silence from the pofanetO0 yearauntil John the Baptiser came and stood c
the banks of the river Jordan and saitkpent”Why? “For the kingdom of God is at hand.”

But the people thought Jesus was here to do that, buthteght He was talking about a physical kingdom. But
Jesus said)You are to love your enemies, pray for those who peiteegou.”So the people were looking for a
physical kingdom, a material kingdom. And Jesus saysien it's not a physical kingdom but a spiritual kingdom.”
He says,This is what the Old Testament prophets were talking ab¥ieu remember Jesus said in front of Pontius
Pilate,“My kingdom is not of this world, otherwise my servantsuofight.”

And He mentions something else about the kingdom too. Tigeldam prophesied in the Old Testament is a spiritu:
kingdom, which is also known by other names. Let me imewine. InLuke 18:18there was rich young man who
came to Jesus and sdi@ood teacher, what must | do to inhaMhat?Eternal life?"If you go toverse 25f the

same passage, you'll find that Jesus said, after the ymanghad gone awa$iow hard it is for a rich man to enter
the kingdom of God.”

| would like you keep that in mind as we continue becauseeims to me that the kingdom and eternal life arerone
the same condition that a people can find themselvéssomeone has eternal life, then they are in thgdom. If
someone is in the kingdom, they have eternal life.

Let me go one step further. Jesus saidbinn 3:5 “Unless a man is born again, he cannot seered of God.”
Can you see what I'm getting affdere is a condition to which a person might entéerne it doesn’t matter about
age or colour or background or education. But which in yeaditust as obviously entered, as my friend went int
the kingdom of Fife. Deliberately entered. He went beedwe wanted to go, not because anyone made him.

And Jesus saidhat's how a person can enter the kingdom of Géahd it is also true that a man and a woman ca
be as near to the kingdom of God as my friend was wéevels in Edinburgh and near to the kingdom of Fife and
not be in it. And it is the same with the kingdom afdsWe can be near but not in.

Let's look at the man iiMark 12again. First of all let’s say this about him. He wasl@ious man. The Bible tells us
that he was a scribe, a person who gave some explatathe Old Testament scriptures. He was a person who
possibly stood in front of a multitude of people and readleOld Testament laws. And yet, | want you to notice,
he wasn't in the kingdom. Jesus simply said to hifamk 12:34 “You are near to the kingdom”.

Here was man, who knew that religion, which consisteshorifice and burnt offerings wasn’t the whole oigiein.

He knew that God demanded the heart, as well as thécgadBut he was a man who was onlyar to the kingdom.
Here was a man who knew that God was above everyahevanall things and that it was man’s duty to serve Hirnr
completely and yet he was a man who was oabr to the kingdonmNot in the kingdom. This man knew what he
ought to do, but he was only near to the kingdom.
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It's like the 3 new psychologists who went for an miew with their new professor. The professor askeditsie
man,“What is the opposite of joy?The man replied;Sadness.The professor asked the second m#mat is the
opposite of depressionThe man replied;Elation.” The professor asked the third manhat is the opposite of
Woe?”The man repliedGiddy up.”

You see they all answered correctly according to theirnstaleding of the question. Here was a man who started
with debate and ended with respect. Here was a mantatiedswith a group but Jesus answered him as though
there was only the two of them present. He was neandiuh the kingdom. We don’'t know if that man ever did
enter the kingdom, we just don’t know.

So let me bring it a little closer to hontéow near to the kingdom are you? Are you as near asna®lf Jesus was
sit down next to you just now and you were able to talk to &8 that scribe did,wonder if you would dare to be as
open and honest as he was? | wonder of Jesus mightlipdieg with every one of us today in the same way he
dealt with the scribelovingly, carefully, consciously, aware of that manéed.

Let me ask you this questiofire you in the kingdom? Or are you near to the kingdore® éw can you judge?
I've made a list of some steps that you might waniote from God’s word, to show us if we are near to the
kingdom.

If you are near to the kingdom, what do you think abouBibk? What is your honest opinion of the 66 books,
which we call the Bible? Have you checked its values’eHawu checked its virtues? Have you checked its claims
and condemnations? Have you seen that it states varyydieat we are all without hope in this world if wevba't
accepted a sacrifice that God'’s provided?

If you believe that the Bible is the word of God, yoa ane step nearer to the kingdom of Gddve you seen that
within the Bible it clearly states that there arddsses of people in this world toddy? not speaking about Jew and
Gentile, it's not talking about rich and poor, it's ndkirg about black and white or male or female or even hmra
immoral people. It's talking about 2 classes of peoplalse there are only 2 that stand before God. Thetbeare
lost people and there are the saved people.

And if you believe that the Bible is the word of Gdagn you must have come one step nearer to the kingdom of
God. Because the Bible saysiinmans 3:23hat,“We have all sinned and fallen short of the glory of Gbére’s no
one righteous, no not onedJo you believe that? Do you believe that without Jesysur life you are losti you

do, then you are near to the kingdom. You are near thingjdom because Jesus said.irke 19:10 “He came to
seek and to save those who were lost.”

Does that belief in the Bible point you to see tlesud is the saviour of all meli does, then you are nearer the
kingdom than you were just with your belief in the Bildetlae word of God. Jesus said one time, to some ne$igio
people that were speaking to Hifitou search the scriptures for in them you think you h#feeahd these testify of
me.” John the baptiser stood next to the river Jordan, led lifis eyes and saw the master coming towards him an
said,“Behold, the lamb of God who takes away the sins ofubed.”

John wrote his gospel and he said he wrot@flitat you might believe that Jesus is the Christ altbwing, you

might have life.”You might have that quality of life, eternal lifeo you believe the scriptures when it say4 in
Timothy 1:15 “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinnee®?you believe that heaven gave it’'s very best, s
that it might take us worst and bring us to glofy®n if you believe that, then you are near to the kingbatnyou

are not in it. The scriptures, the saviour, but your mtitlin the kingdom.

Does this move you to do somethirdgd exampleDoes it motivate you to feel sorry in your heartttog sins that
you have committed which sent Jesus to Calvdhéh you're nearer to the kingdom. The Bible calls this
repentance. It's probably the hardest step for anyoneke.nTo say that you are sorry for what caused Jesystto
the cross.

The Bible says i2 Corinthians 5:21*He who knew no sin became sin, so that we mighobecthe righteousness
of God.” Repentance isn't just an about turn; it's about revalsibsin that caused Jesus to have to go to Calvary.
And Jesus said ihuke 13:4“Unless you repent, you shall all diaNhen the gospel was preached for the first time
after the resurrection of Jesus, the first and greabesmandment was thiSRepent everyone of you, repenAhd if
you are here today and you are sorry for you're sing, yba are near to the kingdom.
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Because you've got believing, seeing Jesus as the savioapeiating, but you're still not in the kingdom. Because
the Bible goes on to say komans 10:9We need to confess Jesus as LoA¥id if you are prepared to confess
Jesus, then you are near to the kingdom. And part ottimi¢ssion means that you are not ashamed to admitdt. A
a recognition that Jesus understands.

A farmer had some puppies he needed to sell. So he adudties 20 pups. As he was placing the advertisement o
fence post, he felt a tug on his overalls. He looked datarthe eyes of a little boyMister," he said,'l want to buy
one of your puppies." "Well $aid the farmer;These puppies come from fine parents and cost a good deal of
money."The boy dropped his head and then reached deep into his packetidd out a handful of change and
held it up to the farmefl've got thirty-nine cents. Is that enough to take a lo6&®te,"said the farmer. And with
that he let out a whistléHere, Dolly!" Out from the doghouse r&lly followed by four little balls of fur. The little
boy pressed his face against the fence. His eyes dandedekght. As the dogs made their way to the fenee, th
little boy noticed something else stirring inside the dagge. Slowly another little ball appeared, this orticaably
smaller. It came out of the doghouse and slid. Thensomewhat awkward manner, the little pup began hobbling
toward the others, doing its best to catch upi.want that one," the little boy said, pointing teetrunt.The farmer
knelt down at the boy's side and sdf8lon, you don't want that puppy. He will never be ableitoand play with you
like these other dogs wouldSo the little boy stepped back from the fence, reacheah,dand began rolling up one
leg of his trousers. In doing so he revealed a stee¢ bramning down both sides of his leg attaching itself to a
specially made shoe. Looking back up at the farmer, he"¥aid, see sir, | don't run too well myself, and he will
need someone who understands."

The world is full of people who need someone who understiasds said, "If you are ashamed of me, | will be
ashamed of you before my Fathahen you say that Jesus is Lord, it is admitting teatig can meet your needs
because he understands your neBdsl says in Romans, “If you believe in your heart andass with your mouth
that Jesus is Lord, you shall be saved.”

And just simply saying thatJesus is Lord'doesn’t mean anything unless it affects your life. Youceedession,
means it's all of your life sayingl believe in Jesus and I'm going to stand up for Jesusattemwhat. That’s
confession, it's every day of our lives when we are pexpto stand up and be counted. It's admitting that Jesus i
Lord, that He’s the master; that He commands; tleatespect and His laws are obeyed and not be asharhiah.of

To say,“Jesus is Lord’'means that you are prepared to put Him above everytliagaal to give Him first place in
your life. And if you are prepared to confess with your mah#t Jesus is Lord, you're nearer to the kingdom, thar
you were when you just believed the Bible. You alérsar, but not in.

My friend went to Edinburgh and he could have turned aronddhaver entered the kingdom of Fife. But he went
deliberately one day; he even paid to go over the bridgeablatim into the kingdom of Fife. And really that’s
what happens when a person enters the kingdom of Goaoksaying you have to pay, but what | am saying is th
you have to deliberately go and enter the kingdom.

In John 3Jesus saidUnless, a man is born again, he cannot enter the kingd@od.”He was talking to a man,
who was a teacher of the Jews, a man who knew th& €itament. And Nicodemus finally comes to Jesus ang s
“How, How can this be, How can a man be born whers lodd?” And Jesus points him dhoccasiongn that one
chapter to the way that a man might experience netv. @ihis entrance into the kingdom. This quality of life.

Listen to what He said ihohn 3:14. “Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the dssdfte Son of Man must be lifted
up, that everyone who believes in him may have etefadl That's clear isn’t it'Jesus says thatye are to look at
Him and if we believe in Him with all our hearts, wight enter into the kingdom of God.”

How does that work out? Is this believing just a mergavity? Surely not. Belief in the Bible sense is never
passive; it always motivates us to do something. The peopleeDay of Pentecodor example. After Jesus was
raised from the dead and gone back to heaven were masdise the truth of the scriptures when they heattleof
sacrifice for sin of Jesus. When they heard that Jgaaslevated, that Jesus was able to draw all merHimtand
they cried out and saithVhat must we do to be saved?”

Let’s put it another way-How can we born agairit’s put it another way-How may we enter into the kingdom of
God? How can we come into that sphere? That spiritathrevhere Jesus reigns and we are His servants. Hiow C
we enter into that kingdom?
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And Peter gave them the answétepent and be baptized, every one of you, in the nardesuis Christ for the
forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gffthe Holy Spirit.”And on that day, 3000 people that stood
near to the kingdom were transported into the kingdom hiydbedience to Jesus. By looking at the sacrifice and
applying it to themselves.

How does it work out® works like this.Romans 6:3 “Don't you know that all of us who were badtinéo Christ
Jesus were baptized into his deathiaére it is, we are baptised into His death. Entramtcethe kingdom, is by your
own deliberate admission. You go because you want totgdhe kingdom of God.

But what if you don’t go in? What if you choose to standgsioet of the kingdom?

A heard a story about a ship call&dthe Royal Charter’Many years ago it made a journey all the way around the
world. The ship was from England and at the end of thag@yit hit some rocks near Wales. And people lost their
lives. In the hull of the first officer of the ship shwife was sitting waiting. She had his dinner readyhifor coming
home. She was anticipating the arrival of her husbéied going all the way around the world in a boat. Theister
had to go and break the news to her, that her husbandbaddst at sedmagine that, around the world and then
shipwrecked in WalesA\nd the story goes on to say that he will never forigetnguish in that woman'’s eyes, as st
grasped his hands and satdp near to home and yet lost.”

So near to home and yet logthat will it be like if you don’t enter into the kingdorafdw can we explain when we
are to stand before the judge and be divided betweeh¢lep sind the goats? What is going to be like for those wt
are here today, who are close to the kingdom but womt’jo

To hear the songs of the righteous and the others gdimgiihg! To know the brightness of His glory and yetgo
into utter darkness! To be with Him into heaven, amdstome to go to hell! To have living water at your faed for
some to be parched! To see the bread and yet be dieimmgér!'Who can explain what it is like, if you don’'t enter
the kingdom when you are so near?

Two Indians who were deeply in love used to send each stieke signals to tell each other of their undyingelov
And one day a way off in the distance the army sea tdfst for an atomic bomb. And as that big mushrdoodc
went up into the air, the Indian said to his wifé/ow, | wished I'd said that.”

Loved ones | hope this message has been as cleafs thalseone-way into the kingdom. The scribe was ne#ndo
kingdom; we don’t know if he ever went in. Let me legwe by asking you this questiowhere are you?



