‘Who Crucified Christ’?

Three executives were being ferried across Seattlda@ti@pter. When without warning, a huge cloudbank
descended. It was too high for the pilot to fly above d@ o low for him to fly below it. So he carefully fletve
helicopter through the dense mi&t he tried to regain his bearings, he could see auidlibg through the cloud. As
he flew towards it, he spoke to his co-pilot. The cotfgdok out an old map and wrote something on the revérse c
it.

When the helicopter drew near the building the co-idl up the map. On which he had writtvhere are we?”
The people in the building recognizing their distress quiekbte on a large piece of paper and held it up and it re
“You are in a helicopter.The pilot picked up a manual. Punched some co-ordinatethatan-board computer and
flew the executives to their destination. When they laaded, one of the executives turned to the pilot and asked.
“How did you know where we were, from a sign that ré#du are in a helicopter.” Oh that was easgplied the
pilot. “I just knew that had to be the Microsoft building. Besa they gave me an answer that was technically ¢orr
and absolutely useless!”

When we look at the crucifixion of Jesus Christ, ohthe questions that have to be answeretiMBo is most
responsible for the death of Jesus on a crdBsi®’is a question, which has puzzled and intrigued sceptics an
unbelievers alike. It has spawned many written works abeutast days of Jesus trying to decide who was most
responsible for putting Jesus on the cross.

And that'’s the very question we want to look at tod&o is most responsible for the crucifixion of Jedus&n

give you the technically correct answer to that questtomas a nameless squad of Roman soldiers, comméoyceed
centurion, who crucified Jesus. The details are sketcleydd’t know their names. Scripture gives no indication o
their feelings as they carried out the death sentendesus. They did what they were trained to do, execute
criminals.

Crucifixion was a horrible and gruesome act but the Bibesd® go into that. It just tells us that they took Jesuts
and crucified him. An anonymous squad of Roman soldiers, leagahin the nails, raised him on a cross, and stuc
spear in his side. All of which resulted in his death. iBttat’s the only answer you will settle for, you leaxt

looked deep enough.

We need to look at the crucifixion like an old paint aedechair. We need to strip away the layers and reach a
conclusion on‘Who really crucified Jesus ChristWe want to begin by stripping away ttug three layersThese
three layerarethree merwhom scripture holds particularly culpable for the dedithesus. Thérst oneis one of his
own disciples,Judas

The first question, which is always raised about Juda%;jow can Judas be held responsible, if his betrayal of Je:
was predicted?Yes, his betrayal was predicted, but doesn’t mean he'ixafree agent, anymore than the Old
Testament prophecies of Jesus death would mean that hetdlie voluntarily. There are numerous Old Testamen
prophecies about the death of Jesus and yet scriptiwwesiy clearlyhis death was his choiceWell, in the same
way Judas’ choice was exactly the same. It was higelioiturn Jesus over to the authorities and it wasae that
crucified Jesus.

Have you ever wondered what Judas’ motive was to betsaysdAgain, this is one of the questions of history that
has been the subject of many books and much speculat@revdr, when you turn to scripture you will find that th
answer to'Why did Judas betray Jesus® as simple as it was sinful.

We begin inJohn 12Which as you remember, is the story of Jesus beingntaabloy Mary, with a bottle of very
expensive perfume. Judas protests the money could have leeeto ielp the poor. But John goes on to saypim
12:6 “Not that he cared for the poor, but he was in chafgiee disciples' funds and often dipped into thenhfsr
own use”!

Judas was stealing from the pooled money. So, the finst yweinote as to who crucified Jesus, we can say, Judas
greed put Jesus on the cross. His greed crucified Jesughéxeds more evidence from scripture to support this.
After Jesus was anointed by the perfuiviajthewrecords that Judas left the room, went to the chief praaxl he
said to them irMatthew 26:15 “How much will you pay me to get Jesus into yamds?" And they gave him thirty
silver coins.”
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And do you know what3dudas was not a unique person. He’s only one of many pedueave sold out Jesus.
Judas is simply a powerful illustration of a principdeight by Jesus when he saidviark 8:36 “And how does a
man benefit if he gains the whole world and loses hisisdhe process?” “You cannot serve God and money”

You will ultimately make a choice and Judas did. And hiedm@ucified Jesus. Judas is a tragic example of what
happens when people go all out for materialism and in thegspthey lose their souls. Judas made a poor choice
What about you?

Now we scrape away tlecond layeof paint. Underneath this layer, we find the leadett@flews and in
particular,Caiaphas, the High Priesie’s the one that clearly exhibits their collectivetives. He’s the one who
orchestrated the worst miscarriage of justice in lbagabry. Lawyers who have studied the legal systerheof t
Jewish people of that time are quite clear that,sregerness to get rid of Jesus, Caiaphas broke the law.

And he broke it many times oveie shouldn’t have allowed the trial to go ahead at nightshouldn’t have allowed
it to be held out with the Hall of Hewn stone in remple. He shouldn’t have allowed a criminal case tce®d
during the Passover season. He could only allow thetedgesh on the same day if it was a not guilty verdite
didn’t have two witnesses examined separately beforgigtheAnd he certainly didn’t have all the evidence tiog
court, prior to the start of the trial.

Because this time the verdict was decided before theremadeas even consideratfhat happened that would cause
these men to conduct an unfair and crooked t8altpture has the answératthewrecords that the Chief Priests
and Jewish leaders were trying to find a way to get the Remeapass the death sentence on Jesus. So, they pacl
Jesus off, in chains, to Pilate but Pilate wasn'ineahby their claims that they cared about the futuree@Roman
Empire.

He knew their real motivéMatthewsays inchapter 27:18For he knew very well that the Jewish leaders had
arrested Jesus out of envy because of his popularity hatheople”Pilate knew it was out of envy that they had
handed Jesus over to him. It was nothing more than gsdeusy that motivated them. That's second point ete n
as to who crucified Jesus. Thevy of Caiaphas crucified Jesus.

He and the other officials viewed Jesus as a threaeiogbsition and to their prejudices. Even though thegdat
Herod, they were no different from him when you clgssdamine them. Herod heard a new King had been born.
The first thing he thought wahe’s a threat and | have to get rid of hirAnd that that's exactly what Caiaphas anc
his crooked cronies did. They convicted Jesus, not bet@us@s a sinner, but because they wéreedandenvy
handed over the Son of God. It did then and it still does.

Let’s look at what’s undeznother coabf paint. As we strip it away, one name appears. Orsopevhose finger
prints are all over the cross and that's @we/ernor Pilatelt seems that Pilate was a man who valued juaticewe
reach that conclusion by the very fact that threedfft times, he publicly declared that Jesus was inndtent.
recorded irLuke 23:22 “Once more, for the third time, he demanded,” Why&t\&fime has he committed? | have
found no reason to sentence him to death."

Pilate tried to avoid sentencing Jesus to death but Rildosinfall was that he was also a consummate paliidie
knew that releasing Jesus would not please the crowd. Stedéo please the mob with a series of four cowardly
compromises. Giving them what they wanted, without thsle/fiasco turning into a gross miscarriage of justice

First, he packed Jesus off to Herod, claiming that Galileekeaed’s responsibility. However, Herod sent Jesus
back.Secondly he decided to compare Jesus with a gangster. Believinthéhatob wouldn’'t want a violent thug
released to them. It didn’t work. The mob chose BarabBd@nthirdly, he decides he’ll have Jesus flogged within
inch of his death and that’ll come close to the real thimg) satisfy the mob. Pilate should have known betiau.
don't satisfy a pack of wolves by giving them a tastblodd.

And finally, thefourth thing he did, with great pomp and ceremony. He had a bioméi@r brought to him and
washing his hands, he tells the moliatthew 27:24 “| am innocent of the blood of this good nidre

responsibility is yours’And they said‘Fine, the responsibility is oursEvery attempt he was trying to make to
avoid sentencing Jesus failed. And then the Jewish lesaiersomething that sealedJbhn 19:12 “Then Pilate tried
to release him, but the Jewish leaders told him, if ytase this man, you are no friend of Caesar's. Anyone who
declares himself a king is a rebel against Caesar."
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From that point forward, Pilate drops all this busirs@ssut Jesus being innocent. Pilate’s fear crucified JBdate
was afraid Afraid that word would get back to Caesar that he wadoyal governor. Afraid that word would get to
his peers that he was a weak governor. Afraid, the paapié become restless and revolt against him.

Yes, Pilate wanted justice, but fear played a highervaiitin in Pilate’s life than justice. And that’s tlesson we
must all learn from Pilate. People must decide what themate fear is going to be. That's something Jesukisai
Matthew 10:28'Don't be afraid of those who can kill only your bodiesit can't touch your souls! Fear only God
who can destroy both soul and body in hell”.

You see Pilate decided that his ultimate fear was wieal/golitician fears: falling out with the people. Thathat

it says inMark 15:15 “Then Pilate, afraid of a riot and anxious to pléhseeople, released Barabbus to them. Anc
he ordered Jesus flogged with a leaded whip, and handed hinodecrucified."That was Pilate’s feawhat's
yours?

You see greed put Jesus on the cross; envy held thandifear hammered them in. But the scriptures don’t stop
there. We've looked around the cross and identified tHgygiow we must look above the cross and see wém el
was responsible for the crucifixion of Jesus.

Holman Hunthas a famous picture of Jesus. It shows Jesus aboh@fithe carpenter's shop in Nazareth. He is stil
only a boy and has come to the door to stretch his Jimbgh had grown cramped over the bench. He stands thel
in the doorway with arms outstretched, and behind hinthenvall, the setting sun throws his shadow, andtlias
shadow of a cross. In the background there stands Matysashe sees that shadow there is the fear of coming
tragedy in her eyes.

WhatHunt is trying to say is that the shadow of the cross ywaing over Jesus, from the moment he was born.
Matthew 2:11 “Entering the house where the baby and Margnbther were, they threw themselves down before
him, worshipping. Then they opened their presents and gavgdiinfrankincense and myrrhiVyrrh is the gift for
one who is to die. Myrrh was used to embalm the baxfitse deadJohn 19:39 “Nicodemus, the man who had cor
to Jesus at night, came too, bringing a hundred pounds oframfaintment made from myrrh and aloes.”

You see something happens at the cross that was alwdngsnmnd of God. Yes, men were guilty of the most
heinous crime ever committed. But somehow in someengsis way, even though their evil depravity was
responsible for crucifying Jesus, God was also at wdr&s@ two ideas are brought togethePdnter’s first serman
Acts 2:23 “But God, following his prearranged plan, let youtheeRoman government to nail him to the cross anc
murder him”.

God doesn’'t make men evil but He does use evil mendbies God design treachery, but he can design treachery
into His plan and we can say without a doubt that Gadgsus on the cross. The cross plan existed beforesivios
Jacob, Isaac and Abraham. In fact, the cross plakdes than this world.

Revelation 8:13 “And all who dwell on the earth will wbip him, everyone whose name has not been written fror
the foundation of the world in the book of life of themb who has been slainThat’s exactly why God could speak
of the death of Jesus, His gospel, being according to tiptuses. God foretold the death of Jestustis 3:18 “But

God was fulfilling the prophecies that the Messiah musesall these things.Jesus himself said the same thing in
Mark 14:21 “I will die, just as it is written about me”.

And three of the sayings of Jesus on the cross eget djuotes from the Old Testament. It was God’s plas, the
cross exposes human wickedness at its worse but se@she revelation of how God was going to overcome
human evil. And so, we can say that God was also nsgige for putting Christ on the cross. And you'll firkdhat in
scripture tooRomans 8:32 “He who did not spare His own Son, but delivenadup for us all.”

Scripture says thaludasput Jesus on the cross. Scripture saysG@hatphagput Jesus on the cross. Scripture says
thatPilate put Jesus on the cross. And it also says@uatput him on the cros3he cross was God'®lan A’ from
the beginning. Jesus knew that before he came. Tha&sthé struggle in Gethsemane was all about. He was
praying so hard, he began to sweat blood. Before the igianifas Jesus Christ prayed in the Garden of
Gethsemane, the disciple and physidiake noted in22:44 “For he was in such agony of spirit that he brokeant
sweat of blood, with great drops falling to the ground gsraged more and more earnestly.”
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Although this medical condition is relatively rarecaxding toDr. Frederick Zugibgit is well known, and there have
been many cases of it. The clinical termhsematohidrosis."Around the sweat glands, there are multiple blood
vessels in a net-like formUnder the pressure of great stress the vessels conbliémn as the anxiety passese

blood vessels dilate to the point of rupture. The blood gae the sweat glandsAs the sweat glands are producing
a lot of sweat, it pushes the blood to the surface - coauhgs droplets of blood.

What was the source of Jesus’ great stress and an@iledr®y, He was in intense spiritual agony. He hasdkema
decision. The same decision that Adam had to make. Anslatime decision that you and | have to mgé.l do
what | want? Or will | do what God wants?

God asked such a small thing of Adam. He put him in a beapéfadise; told him to have anything he wanted, bu
just don’t touch that one tree. That's all he askeddd#m.But what did he ask of Jesuld@ asked him to go and
hang on a tree. That’s what Jesus was wrestlingamthwhen he left Gethsemane, we know what his decigsn
because he didn’'t back down.

Do you know why3Jesus died before he was killéte died to self. He died to personal ambition. He died to
personal desirdde died before he was killed. Jesus didn’'t winge. lda'dwalk to the cross like a victim. He
marched to the cross as a man who had fully embraeedill of his Father.

John 10:17-18 “The Father loves me because | lay down enghlat | may have it back again. No one can kill me
without my consent--1 lay down my life voluntarilyoFl have the right and power to lay it down when | itarand
also the right and power to take it again. For the Fdtag given me this right."

Jesus had to make that decision. He didn’t have tosehtwocarry it out. Throughout his ministry, he coldatén
stepped back into heaven at any time. Even the devil KmewAs you know fronMatthew 4after Satan had failed
to tempt Jesus, God sent angels to care for Jesus.ueb@éisus could have returned to his Father right there an
then. And again, iMatthew 17when Jesus spoke with Elijah and Moses, he could hawaeetwith them.

He could have avoided the cross, but not if he wanted torgudist the longing of his Father’s heart. His Father
loved the lost children of the world and their only hopas a perfect substitute, to take the penalty that thesrde.
Jesus loved his Father and he knew what his Father wattedight before he died, Jesus saiddhn 14:30 I

shall not talk to you much longer, because the prince ®itbild is on his way. He has no power over nSztan
doesn’t make Jesus do anythingJtin 14:31Jesus say®ut the world must recognise that | love the Father and
that | act just as the Father commanded.”

So, we acknowledge that Jesus’ love put him on the crosshdé$e the cross because he loved his Father so muc
and he chose the cross because he loved us so Jolichl5:13ays‘And here is how to measure it--the greatest
love is shown when a person lays down his life foffiends” And Galatians 2:2@ays‘And the real life | now have
within this body is a result of my trusting in the Sérc@d, who loved me and gave himself for me”.

Does anyone want to guess wlgdve himself for me'teally means3desus put himself on the cross. Yes, Judas,
Caiaphas and Pilate put Jesus on the cross but in argngéthost too complex for us to comprehend, the Bible sa
that God put him on the cross and it even says thatihkimself on the cross. He loved us and he put himselieon
cross for us. And when we do business with that, itlfifats us that the very best answer aSwino crucified
Christ” is: our sins crucified him.

Revelation 1:5ays‘And from Jesus Christ who faithfully reveals all trathus. He was the first to rise from death,
to die no more. He is far greater than any king in alldarth. All praise to him who always loves us and vétas
free from our sins by pouring out his lifeblood for us”.

Our sins crucified Jesus Christ. Though raised 2000 yearshegshadow of the cross falls the length of timeiand
reaches us. And like Pilate we want to sagm innocent of the man’s blood. | didn’t have anythioglo with the
cross.”"Well, Pilate can protest all he wants, but scripture knostter and you do too. You can’t wash your hands
the cross.Anyone got a problem with some of these?

“Idolatry, encouraging the activity of demons, hatred agpdtihg, jealousy and anger, constant effort to gebtds
for yourself, complaints and criticisms, the feelingtteveryone else is wrong except those in your owa gitbup--
and there will be wrong doctrine, envy, murder, drunkennaksparties, and all that sort of thing.”
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Well, you know whatThere are a few of my sins in there, it's a logenthan that, and so is yours. Remember the
song:“Were you there when they crucified my Lord¥s, | was there and so were you. Not just as a spectato
either, but as a participant! We will never understdiedcross as something done for us, until we see it astisma
done by us.

In his painting théElevation of Christ”,Rembranddepicts the cross being raised by men full of spiteicenaind
hate. But down in the left-hand corner in the darkielas you can make out the faceRefmbrandhimself.You see
Rembrandunderstood that in a very real way, he was there tdd&nsins were as much responsible for the cross
the men who were there that day. Our fingerprints dievat the cross and the day that hits our heartbeislay
when we’ll get serious about discipleship!

After the first gospel sermon, Peter finished by sayinfpéqeople thdtthey had crucified JesusThey already
knew that in their heads, but that day, it says thesevpricked in their heartécts 2:37 “Hearing this, they were cut
to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostlést &k we to do, brothers?"

You will never own your cross, until you own up to hisudelsas a cross for everybodye Old Rugged Crosaust
become your rugged cross, if you're going to follow Je¥os. and | will never carry our crosses until we arekien
by the truth that our sins sent Jesus to his.

It must get out of the heads, out of our Bibles andontohearts where we are changed, broken and undone. And
until that happens, the cross will be still just aysiwe read and not the centre of who we are. Jesus dhanée his
life for you. Have you handed your life over to him?



