‘The Scandal of The Cross’

Have you ever noticed that what some regard with gazdgempt, others view with deep admiration? Take for
example this production which played at #inburgh Fringe Festivah Augusta few years agdsraham Berkoffa
self proclaimed controversial actor and director, isng@sing a new play depicting Christ as a sex-obsessed
revolutionary whose crucifixion was a publicity stunt thaint wrong. Now, | don’t know about you, but I find that
highly offensive, but others tell me I am an unsophisttagnoramus, who doesn’t appreciate a theatrical thikent
Berkoff's.

The opposite also applies. You have Christians who staridr what they believe in and back it up with their own
money. Many Christians are admired by many who sharewiegis on marriage and what constitutes a family, but
the same Christians are also disrespected by otherdaviip including some who even have the audacity to wear
the name Christian. The point is, the same perstimeasame thing can be held in honour by some and great
dishonour by others. There is no object in history, i@t is truer, than the cross. Nothing divides the opiof
men like the cross.

The cross is not something you can stand before and rewatiral. \WWhat we call the Gospel has divided men. It he
from the very beginning. Even in the earliest day$efdross, men were divided about it1lIQorinthians Paul is
saying the cross divides men. There has always beentsngistandalous about the true message of the cross.
Scandal is the word Paul useslikorinthians 1:23Paul writes'But we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block
to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles.”

The word used there féstumbling block”is the Greek wortskandalon”.You don’t need to be a Greek scholar to
realise that's where we derive the English waimhndal”. W. E. Vinesays this aboutkandalon”:“It is always used
metaphorically and ordinarily of anything that arouses pregydir becomes a hindrance to others, or causes then
fall by the way. Sometimes the hindrance in itself is gaod those stumbled by it are wicked.”

The wordscandals used many times in the New Testament to describméblsage of the crossalatians 5:11 “As

for me, brothers, if | am still preaching circumcisiay am | still being persecuted? In that case, the stumbling
block of the cross has been abolishdthére is something scandalous or there should be almwiotid of the cross.
There should be an offence about the cross that dividas m

Is that true about the most of the talk you hear tothaw® we removed the scandal of the cross from oaicpieg?
The defence of the Gospel must never remove the offefitbe cross in order to give the Gospel a better gari
We want people to hear the Gospel and because we wasie e receive the Gospel, we are tempted to water the
message down so that we don’'t upset people.

The test of whether the cross is being preached corieatlizether or not the unsaved find it offensive. Therery
little about most popular preaching today that the unsavedtviiod scandalous. God probably finds it scandalous
but the unsaved don't.

When you listen to what's left of so-called Christiaoadcasting on the radio or televisiorBirtain do you hear a
message that would offend anyoneyou take the words Paul used when he spoke about the warsts likeblood,;
wrath; holiness; sin and repent.

How often will you hear any of those wordEf?e preaching today has removed the scandal. Perhapstit’'s n
intentional. We sometimes blunt and domesticate thedad of the cross because we don’'t know better. Theus t
cross has become an inconsequential icon. It's sometl@ngear around our neck, in our ears or we decorate our
Bibles with. It's an enigmatic topic and for one verypdaeason.

Unlike the first Christians we have never seen a magihg on a cross. Even if you had, whenever the Wordss”
was used in you presence again, it would have a diffemeaning. I've never seen a man nailed to wood, hanging
naked. That's the way the Roman’s crucified criminaddked. And don’t think that renaissance artists were trging
be modest when they painted Christ with a loinclothTdrey did it for one reason and one reason only.

How could you let the faithful see a painting of a circiged saviour whilst at the same time your church is
persecuting and killing Jew3he purpose of the cross was to humiliate to thellagbu had seen that just once, yot
would have very different thoughts when you heard the wirsks.
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A movie director was filming a period movie on locatioraitown that suited his purposes. For one scene he built
set of gallows outside the church. Well, as you camingathe town folks were up in arms. They wrote to tleallo
paper complaining about having such a hideous object of executiske their church. In response, the minister o
the church wrote to the paper, he sdithes anyone fail to notice we have a giant crossantfof the church too.
Have we forgotten what the cross stands ftmBur attempts to make the cross pretty. It's possileldawe diluted

its message. Try to imagine how scandalous it waseifitst century to hear a message about a cross.

Firstly, it wasoffensive against good tas@nly the worse criminals and undesirables were put ooss.cvWe are
sometimes told that we should not dwell on the physm@get of the Cross but we cannot possibly have too vivid |
picture of what the cross was lik€lausner theJewish writey says,"'Crucifixion is the most terrible and cruel death
which man has ever devised for taking vengeance on hig/fetlen."Cicerocalled it"the most cruel and the most
horrible torture."Tacituscalled it"a torture only fit for slaves."

It originated inPersig and its origin came from the fact that the eardls wonsidered to be sacredtonuzd the god
and the criminal was lifted up from it that he might defile the earth, which was the god's property. Frarsia
crucifixion passed t@€arthagdan North Africaand it was fronCarthageahatRomelearned it, although theomans
kept it exclusively for rebels, runaway slaves, anddlest type of criminal.

It was indeed a punishment which it was illegal to intintaRoman citizenThat's why scholars are certain that the
Apostle Paul was beheaded, because they wouldn’t cauBifynan citizenKlausnergoes on to describe crucifixion.
The criminal was fastened to his cross, already a inigedass from the scourging. There he hung to die ajdmun
and thirst and exposure, unable even to defend himself fretotiure of the gnats and flies, which settled on his
naked body, and on his bleeding wourltisvas offensive to good taste to even talk about a cross.

Secondly it wasoffensive to good reasofiry to get a Jew to believe in the idea of a cursed. Ghat’s an
inconsistency; every Jew knows the Old Testament sggsiihang on from a tree you are under a curse. A Jew
would say to you®You are saying that | should believe in a cursed G¥Wdfiat kind of an absurdity is that?a
cursed God was inconsistent to a Jew, just imagine avtlaad God was to Roman. He would sayu are saying
the God you said made everything, died? You want me tovbelat?”

And if a cursed God and a dead God were inconsistent teth@nd the Roman, then a servant God was a
discrepancy to everyone else. A God that would come eme she lowest of low people on eafttihat kind of
foolishness is that? And you know wh#thasn’'t changed. Ask most of the people of the waligions today, can
you believe in a cursed God; a dead God; a servant God andajud the reaction you'll get. They'll tell you tha
just plain daft. It's an offence against good taste and geason.

Thirdly, the cross was and still is affence against human pridiés offensive to be told that you need saving and
more so when you are told that you are helpless to dbiagyabout it. Most people find it insulting to be told they
can't stand on their own record before God.

You will be considered very bigoted today and very inaieif you insist God only allows one way of access to
Himself. The first Christians didn’t preach the crbssause it made them popular. They didn’t preach tlss cro
because it was an easy sale. You can’'t imagine hova mdicule and slander and mocking they endured. You hav
to respect the first Christians.

How tempting it must have been to sugar coat or doméstica message and to take the cross and put it back on
shelf and talk instead about everything under the sun butdbs. @ hey wouldn’t do that. They wouldn't get rid of
the scandal. If we preach the cross today, as we shbaldnsaved are still going to be scandalised.

Are we still prepared to preach the scandal of the ciBss&use if we do those who are offended will say, Gobi
that holy. A problem many have with the cross is that’s sin problem isn’t really that big of a problem. Lédise
it; sin doesn’t provoke that much anger in society angmes why should it promote God’s anger that much.

But the cross declares a God whose holiness is quiteluisy. The Bible describes how God'’s holiness is diffier
from us. He’s often called the most High God; the Huolg Exalted God, the idea being that He is far abow/es.
just can’t approach God in any way that suits us.
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Look atLeviticus 16:1+2 “After Aaron's two sons died before thed,.tine Lord said to Moses, “Warn your brother
Aaron not to enter into the Holy Place behind the waiere the Ark and the place of mercy are, just whenewe
chooses. The penalty for intrusion is death. For lelfiygsm present in the cloud above the place of mef@gd lived
above the ark.

Numbers 7:89 “When Moses went into the Tabernacle to sp#ialGed, he heard the Voice speaking to him from
above the place of mercy over the Ark, between thteiss of the two Guardian Angel&ven in the Temple not
anyone could just wander into the Holy of Holies, ohly High Priest could do it and that was just once a year

Hebrews 9:7 “But only the high priest went into the inm@&mn, and then only once a year, all alone, and alwis w
blood which he sprinkled on the mercy seat as an offeri@ptbto cover his own mistakes and sins, and the
mistakes and sins of all the peopl&hat’s because God is not like us, He is so holy. Gadpulsed by sin; He
warned the Israelites what He would do if they did tmp sinning.

Leviticus 26:14-21 “But if you will not listen to me or obegnbut reject my laws, this is what | will do to you: |
will punish you with sudden terrors and panic, and withreddesis and burning fever; your eyes shall be consume
and your life shall ebb away; you will sow your crops imy#&r your enemies will eat them. | will set mycéa
against you and you will flee before your attackers; thdse hate you will rule you; you will even run when oae

is chasing you! And if you still disobey me, | will punigbu seven times more severely for your sins. | welabr
your proud power and make your heavens as iron, and gt a&s bronze. Your strength shall be spent in ¥aun;
your land shall not yield its crops, nor your treesrtfreit. And if even then you will not obey me anddistto me, |
will send you seven times more plagues because of your &od cannot pretend He doesn’t see sin. He must mc
against evil. This Holy reaction is called His wrath.

If we are going to retain the scandal of the crosscamnot avoid or water down the subject of the wratGad.
Romans 2:5 “But no, you won't listen; and so you are savingruplé punishment for yourselves because of your
stubbornness in refusing to turn from your sin; for thegoing to come a day of wrath when God will be tise ju
Judge of all the world.”

Ephesians 5:6 “Don't be fooled by those who try to exclessethins, for the terrible wrath of God is upon alsého
who do them”Men will be offended if we preach scriptures like that] &od will be offended if we don'i.
Thessalonians 1:10 “And they speak of how you are lookingafat to the return of God's Son from heaven--Jesus
whom God brought back to life--and he is our only Saviounft@od's terrible anger against sin.”

God’s wrath is coming. Because God is holy he must givedut to His anger against sin and against evil. If He
didn’t, He wouldn’t be the one the Seraphs datlly, Holy, Holy” in Isaiah 6:3And that’s why we have a cross.
When God searched for a way to save sinners, He coulaétédnal He couldn’t see sin. He can’t sdiydoesn’t
matter; I'm just going to forget about itHe’s got to react in His holiness against sin and thatlea wrath.

Though on a cross, God poured out His wrath, His juathwaigainstll of our sins, by placing them on His sinless
Son, our substitute. God really is that holy and edlly is that big of a problem. And we cannot mute thahtto

find favour with unregenerate sinners. Not only does man aot te@ hear that God is not that holy, he will try to ge
around it by saying thalian is not all that bad.”

The cross confronts and denies the most popular relignieconception of our day. The perception that God will
judge us by how nice we are in this life. The most populeyioas myth is this: God will look at a life and s4@K,
he wasn’t that perfect, but compared to others, he wasauny and since | work on the basis of how nice you are
I'll let him in.”

People believe they will end up in the right placehdéiyt do some more good things and less bad things. We want
God so desperately to recognise our righteousness andoilbesBys He does and He calls it filthy ragsiah 64:6
“We are all infected and impure with sin. When we put onprized robes of righteousness we find they are but
filthy rags. Like autumn leaves we fade, wither and fatid Aur sins, like the wind, sweep us away.”

The reason the cross offends is because it declaridss other religions, you are spiritually bankrupt befooel®o
you remember a few years ago, the French Cup Finaladiirdeague sid€alaisdefeated four professional sides er
route to their country’s showpiece mat€lalais’sfirst-half goal heightened hopes of a fairy tale agdor these
lowly amateurs, until a dubious penalty right on full¢imas awarded to their opponents.
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It was a tense moment. All tii&alaisgoalkeeper had to do was save this penalty and they weulebrench
championsTheCalaisgoalkeeper missed the ball by a few centimetres.mtdidn’t matter, it didn’t matter if he
missed by centimetres or metres he still missed theNmmlbne was going to come up to them afterwards and say:
“Well, you were the underdogs in this tournament and Isecha almost saved the ball, we’ll give you the cup.”

You know it doesn’t work like that. It doesn’t mattervihmuch you miss by, you still lose the game. And thakiat
sin is like. Sin is missing the mark. God says if yoasnyou miss. The Bible says we have all missedyliraae
missed more than you may, but the point is, we all.fissnans 3:23 “Since all have sinned and fall short of the
glory of God.”

These words are offensive today. There is no differert@een anyone whether you are a pillar of the contsoni
an out and out crook. And people are scandalised by thdts&e there is no difference. We have all missea isla
that bad Ephesians 2:3-5 “All of us used to be just as they arejyas éxpressing the evil within us, doing every
wicked thing that our passions or our evil thoughts migdd les into. We started out bad, being born with evil
natures, and were under God's anger just like everyomeBals God is so rich in mercy; he loved us so much that
even though we were spiritually dead and doomed by our siggueeus back our lives again when he raised Chri
from the dead--only by his undeserved favour have we @ear saved”.

We were objects of God’s anger. We were dead in ourgressionsWhat can a dead person do to improve their
situationNothing! It's sad to hear people say that on judgementtaaywill just trust God to be fair. The last thing
we want on judgement is fairness. It would be fair fod® send us all to hell, because we have all sinnesl. Th
cross doesn’t declare fairness the cross declares @greee that offends people. They say, God can't behiblgt and
men aren’t that bad and the cross wasn’t that vicious.

Some of the people that take most offence at the areshe most religious. Some even call themselvest@ans.
They did in the New Testament. TBalatiansbelieved in Jesus but said the cross wasn'’t sufficyent,needed
circumcision too. They were trying to take away theraféeof the crosdVhat was the offence of the croSdtey
were offended because you don’t contribute one iotauo salvation. That offends man. Men want to beliewy th
contribute something to salvation.

It's like a company that invented a new cake mix. All @l to do was mix it with some water, put it in themv
and a perfect cake was the end result. It flopped. It dsdfi. The company did some market research and found t
the consumers didn'’t trust it, because you didn’t addganto it. They went back to the lab and redeveloped the m
so that you could add an egg to it. The product took off andosibld

Human nature says | won't trust it unless you let me aduething to it. That’s the offence of the cross. leoffs
because it says the currency of your deed doesn’t cotgramything to your salvation debt. When Jesus said, it wi
finished, the offering was perfect. The payment was campliewas and is finished. Salvation is not on the
instalment plan. The cross obliterates all religiohwhan achievementphesians 2:8 “For by grace you have beel
saved through faith, and this is not your own doings the gift of God”.

Titus 3:4-5 “But when the kindness of God our Saviour andd¥is for mankind appeared, He saved us, not on th
basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, ¢ardagy to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration an
renewing by the Holy Spirit.”

It would be so much less offensive to tell our friends aidhbours, you are nice people, and if you would do a fe!
more nice things, you would be right with God. There’s quns problem. That is not God’s gospel and God would
highly offended if that is what we taught. The Gospel ofl Goa Gospel of Scandal. It's a Gospel of Offence amd v
cannot blunt the edge of the cross to make our messagepalatable to an egotistic cultukill we be

embarrassed by the scandal of the Cross or will d@useglory?The offence of the cross is the only effective defenc
for sinners. Because we will all have to stand be@wd and give an accou/hat are we going to do with our sin?

1 John 2:1 “My little children, | am telling you this so tlyau will stay away from sin. But if you sin, there is
someone to plead for you before the Father. His nadesus Christ, the one who is all that is good andpldases
God completely.”

Some will believe this is scandalous, but it is the pcamel wisdom of God.



