‘Teaching the nations.’

A family moved into a new town and settled in well bié\a weeks later after a long night they all overstam
morning, which meant their six-year-old daughter missedd¢i@gwol bus. The father, though late for work himself,
had to drive her to school. The problem was he didn’t kit@wway, so he asked his six-year-old daughter to give
him directions.

They drove down several streets before she told htoriothe first time, they drove down several moreetsre
before she indicated for him to take another turn. Tlistwn for 20 minutes and when they finally reached the
school, the father realised that the school was alyort distance from their home. As you can imadieddther
was very annoyed, and so, he asked his daughter why shéiinledl over the place. The six-year-old replied,
‘Daddy, that’s the way the school bus goes, it'sahly way | know.’

Now when it comes to making disciples, the Bible teaclsethere is only one way of doing that and that’s Jesus
way. During the life of Christ, there were three typé disciples, you had the learners, pupils, superficimiwers,
the multitude. You also had the body of believers wdtepted Jesus as their Master. And finally, you hadwbkre
disciples whom Jesus also called apostles. Peters,Jdofen, Andrew, Bartholomew, James the younger, Judas,
Thaddeus, Matthew, Philip, Simon the Zealot and Thomas.

These disciples were all handpicked by Jesus for one sp@aton, to teach the world around them about who Je
was and is and what He will do. Jesus spent more the@ ylears making disciples, teaching and training His chos
twelve who would go on to teach and train others.

And so, when Jesus says to His discipleglathew 28:18-20 ‘All authority in heaven and on earth haslggven to
me. Therefore, go amdake disciples of all nationbaptizing them in the name of the Father and of timea®d of

the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything er@mmanded you. And surely, | am with you always, to
the very end of the age.’

Jesus is saying it's impossible to teach anyone, ieth@o personal contact them. Paul puts it this wé&oimans
10:14+15 ‘How, then, can they call on the one they haté&eleved in? And how can they believe in the one of
whom they have not heard? And how can they heaouithomeone preaching to them? And how can anyone pre
unless they are sentPou see God could have shouted the message from the clbatipeople needed to do to be
right with Him but He didn’t. He sent His Somhy? Because He knew the importance of personal contéct wi
people.

Now theKJV uses the phraséeach all nations’ in Matthew 28:1&nd the Greek word fdteach’ or ‘disciple’is
the word, manthano’'which basically means to learn. And please know thatdon’'t need some high qualification
to teach, like you need to teach in our schools or uniydmitay. To teach someone in Biblical terms meareip
someone to learn. In other words, you are the teasitethe disciple is the student.

Jesus says to make a disciple you must have personattaith people in order to teach them, tagch them
what?We teach them about the Gospel, the good news, thet desl, was buried and rose again in order that the
may have their sins forgiven and receive eternal &l says it so clearly inCorinthians 15:1-4 ‘Now, brothers
and sisters, | want to remind you of the gospel | prehtdigou, which you received and on which you have taken
your stand. By this gospel, you are saved, if you hold fitmithe word | preached to you. Otherwise, you have
believed in vain. For what | received | passed on to goaf &irst importance: that Christ died for our sinsading

to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he wagdrais¢he third day according to the Scriptures.’

You see loved ones, for years, this is where a I@wistians have made a mess of it. They meet sonsmh&each
them the Gospel and then they teach them abouteatlthirch doctrine and how the denominational world hag got
all wrong and then after all that they finally baptisenth

Is that what Jesus had in mind? | mean who gets tbesstandard of how much a person needs to know before tt
can become a Christian? How much did the Ethiopian Euknmiv about Jesus before he became a Christian? He
much did the Philippian jailer know about Jesus beferbdtame a Christian?

Listen, every good teacher knows if you want to teachsabject, you have to teach the basic foundationiseof t
subject first.
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The Hebrew writer tells us if we don’t understand th&eidsa we won't understand the deeper things concerning ot
faith. Hebrews 5:12+13 ‘In fact, though by this time you ought to &ehters, you need someone to teach you the
elementary truths of God’s word all over again. You nedkl, not solid food! Anyone who lives on milk, being still
an infant, is not acquainted with the teaching about rigisigess.’

And notice the order of Jesus’ worddviiatthew 28:19+20 ‘Therefore go and make disciples of all ngtibaptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son arfaiedfibly Spirit, and teaching them to obey everythingveha
commanded you.’

First, He says, we mu&jo’, we can't sit around in our nice building hoping that sameewill just wander in. We
really need to get out of the mindset of thinkihigye just bring people into this building they’'ll bece Christians.’
No! Jesus said you've got to go into your world and make paksontact with the people in your worldecondly
Jesus says, we’ve got to go and speak to those peoplewoddrabout Him, to make disciples. We have to preact
the Gospel of His death for our sins and His resurnedtioour hope in order that people might be savéddly,

He says, we have to baptise those disciples in wiatera relationship with the Father, Son and Holy Sphitd

then He says, teach them to obey Him and teach thenyteugy concerning His teachings.

| remember a friend and | were studying with this young axmany years ago, and she decided she wanted to &
baptised. However, before she did, my friend told hat she must attend worship every week but because she
worked one Sunday every month, she never became sti@htecause she said she couldn’t attend every vadk.
the reason | told you that story was because aftesaaspoke to that brother and told him, he didn’t have @y r

to lay down any terms and conditions for that woman.

None of us have got any right to set out terms and tiondifor becoming a Christian when Jesus has alreddlyis
what they are. Jesus says, it's simglethey believe who | claimed to be? Do they belidgna | died, was buried
and rose again for them? Are they willing to turn froeirtiold lifestyle and follow Me? Are they willing to ofiess
my Name as Lord of their liveg®hd if the answer i§/es’ to all of those questions, then we have no right to ddma
anything else of them.

We've been doing it the wrong way around for years.<fians with good intentions have come along and said,
‘we’ll teach you the good news but we’ll also teach gbout marriage and divorce, we need to teach you about
creation and premillennialism too, before you decide torbeca Christian’No, loved ones, we’ve to teach the
simple Gospel message and then after they’'ve been lihptisee to teach them everything else. Ask yourself love
ones,are you trying to convert people into the church or atetggng to make disciples for Jesus?

You see loved ones, there are times when even thetes can get it wrong. And we get it wrong when wetdripe
too clever with the message. Just like the apostlediin Acts 17when he was in Athens. He was trying to take ¢
all the so-called wise men of the day by even quoting ffemn own poetsBut have you ever noticed that Paul neve
once mentions Jesus by name?

Paul preached everything except the Gospel, no wonderdlkeioshim inActs 17:32, ‘We want to hear you again
on this subject.Now that reads in English as if they’re interestedlivat he has to say, but in the Greek language,
they're basically sayindggdon't call us, we’ll call you’and we all know what that meadsn’t we?Paul messed up
because he never preached the simple Gospel messagetaed ttetake on the scholars with his own intelldgtd
because of his approach, he only had a few converts. Keapdssage simple loved ones and learn from Paul's
mistake.

Now please don’t think you can’t share that simple Gosslsage with others because you Eamyou remember
when you became a Christian? Do you remember the petfsmishared the good news with you? Do you rememb
Romans 10:1%'How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good neweu understood the simple message tha
Jesus died, was buried and rose again for you. And thergweglwas, if you did spiritually what Jesus physically,
you can get to heaven.

Do you remember that3ood because the only qualification you need to teachsoidhgour very own conversion
story.How were you introduced to Jesus? What did you do to be sadeshat are the results since you've had a
relationship with JesudBut let me ask youhave you gotbeautiful feet’which takes the good news of Jesus to
others?’m so glad that someone went out of their way tortedl about Jesus because that good news literally sav
my life.
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We don’t have to know all of the Bible and what it meafs.don’t need to know everything to do with
sanctification and justification. We simply need tibaéhers what we were told, so that they will beéeand go and
tell others what they were told.

But who exactly is it we are to teachfatthew 28:19 ‘Therefore go and make disciples of all natiomeone once
told me that,everyone on earth has got the right to refuse the Gaspehst once in their liveds there anyone
exempt from hearing the good news of JedNs?l don'’t care if you're an outright crook or someowho is a
highly-qualified professional. | don't care if you're anheless person or the prime minister of Great Britiadimn’t
care if you live in Irag, Mexico, Pakistan or the Ukraifibe point is the Gospel is for everyone becaaisbave
sinned and fall short of the glory of God’, Romans 343 none of us have the right to pick and choose who we’
going to share the Gospel with.

That word,'nations’is ‘ethnos’in Greek and its where we get our English wogthnic’. Jesus wants us to make
disciples in every ethnic group of the world. That's wie/spoke to the Samaritan womarlarhn 4when no one
else would. That's why Peter ended up in the house of elé&enActs 10 That's why Paul went to Macedonia to
speak to the Greeks #rcts 16

And when we think about the wordorld’ we automatically think about the entire planet, maybeheaild be
thinking about the people who are'anir world’. Our non-Christian family members, our neighbours aedds, our
work colleagues. And loved onesjrely this is easier to do today than it’s ever beimtlve new modern
technologies we have at our disposéd3, there’s a place for leafleting and for standingh® street corner
proclaiming the Gospel. Bitow hard is it to call, text, email, tweet or Facebsokieone to tell them the good
news?

Why is it we find it easier to invite people to a buildingie@h can’t save anyone, rather than inviting them to a
relationship with Jesus who can save théyzheory is that we're afraid of offending people, meeafraid of losing
friendships and being rejected.

After Jesus, had been teaching the Pharisees andchtiets of law about their traditions and vain worship in
Matthew 15 the disciples come to Jesus and sayiatthew 15:12 ‘Do you know that when the Pharisees heasd th
saying they were offendedo you think that Jesus knew His words were offensivedm#®Of course, He did,
that’'s why they were determined to kill Jesus by hook orbgic

After Stephen gave the Sanhedrin a history lesséwtin 7, he goes on to say to themAnts 7:51-53 “You stiff-
necked people! Your hearts and ears are still uncir@edciYou are just like your ancestors: You alwaystéise
Holy Spirit! Was there ever a prophet your ancestorsidigpersecute? They even killed those who predicted the
coming of the Righteous One. And now you have betrayddramdered him—you who have received the law that
was given through angels but have not obeye®d.you think that Stephen knew His words were offensié?
course, he did, he saw that they were furious and tleeg gnashing their teeth at him, that’s why they ended up
stoning him to death.

Loved ones, we all have to decide what is more impottams, losing a friendship or gaining a family member!
Giving someone the opportunity to be saved or watch thetm gell! Can you imagine what that would be like?
Seeing someone being condemned forever, simply becausidnitehave the courage to tell them about Jesus.

And please remember that you are responsible for teattfergpod news but you’re not responsible for them
becoming Christians. This is something we learn fronvéng first Gospel meeting ever heldAats 2 After Peter
preached his sermon, many people believed and becaméaddisrandActs 2:41says, Those who accepted his
message were baptized, and about three thousand were atltsidiomber that daySome commentators suggest
there would have been around 250 thousand people presest aaytbf Pentecost and others suggest over a millic
people would have been presediit how many believed Peter's messagedund 3000. Which tells us a whole lot
more people refused to listen to what he Peter said.

And let me askwho added them to the churdh@ter, one of the other apostlésts 2:47 ‘And the Lord added to
their number daily those who were being savPaul teaches the same principle ovet @orinthians 3:6+7 ‘I
planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God has bekmg& grow. So, neither the one who plants nor the on
who waters is anything, but only God, who makes things grow.’
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Loved ones, we’re not responsible for making Christiaesie responsible for making disciples. And | know some
of you struggle with this concept because your concerngoefgple’s souls. And it's good that you are concerned f
people’s souls but you have to let God do, what onlg&tedo. You plant, allow someone else to water, ifduit
get the chance to but let God do the growing and adding.

Now I've noticed that no matter how up-beat you teaohnatter how much Gospel good news you lay on some
people, some people are absolutely determined to s&&the side of life.'Dour’ is a word, the Scottish like to use
a lot when we're talking to someone who is alwaysdilith doom and gloom. These are the people who are
thoroughly committed to negative thinking, the kind of peayite would challenge the most cheerful good news
message.

They remind me of the story | read about the waitndss couldn’t get a smile out of her customer for loge n
money. The old woman was dour, depressed and dejectecbatyihdinner despite the food being really good. As
the lady paid her bill and was leaving, the waitress daadge a nice day'and the woman responded snappishly,
‘I'm sorry, but I've made other plans!’

The point is you can share the good news with all theusrasm in the world, but you can’t take personal
responsibility for people’s decisions. That was Jesusitpo the parable of sowekjatthew 13:19-23 ‘When anyone
hears the message about the kingdom and does not undetistla@@vil one comes and snatches away what was
sown in their heart. This is the seed sown along the pae seed falling on rocky ground refers to someone who
hears the word and at once receives it with joy.d8ute they have no root, they last only a short tivleen trouble
or persecution comes because of the word, they quidkigay. The seed falling among the thorns refers to
someone who hears the word, but the worries ofiteisuhd the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, making
unfruitful. But the seed falling on good soil refers to songewho hears the word and understands it. This igrtée
who produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirtgsinvhat was sown.’

We have to accept that people will have different reastto the Gospel message, some will listen but wan't b
interested. Some will listen and will be happy but \eidlve whenever someone has a go at them for being a
Christian. Some will listen but will fall away asmwoas life gets tough. And then there will be some wiidisten

and will be happy and will go on to make other disciplesed ones, the Gospel is to preached and shared with tt
world, no matter who they or where they are fronwbat their response might be.

Fritz Kreislerwas a world-famous violinist, and he earned a fortunke kg concerts and compositions, but he
generously gave most of it away. So, when he discdwaneexquisite violin on one of his trips, he wasn'’t ablbuy

it. Later, having raised enough money to meet the asking, récreturned to the seller, hoping to purchase the
beautiful instrument. But to his great dismay it had Isdd to a collector. Kreisler made his way to the pgwmer’s
home and offered to buy the violin. The collector saithd become his prized possession and he would not sell it
As you can imagine he was deeply disappointed.

But as he was about to leave when he had an idea dredasixed the new ownerpuld | play the instrument once
more before it is consigned to silenc@®rmission was granted, and the great virtuoso filledottve with such
heart-moving music that the collector’'s emotions wer@lgestirred. He went on to say,have no right to keep that
to myself,” ‘it's yours, Mr. Kreisler. Take it into theorld, and let people hear itYou see the message of the Gospe
is beautiful and sounds wonderful to those who hear ithie first time. But we have no right to selfishlyekehat
message to ourselves, we must take into our world and Iplepeear it.

If you're not a Christian today, then please know, thésus loves you so much He was willing to take thalyen
that your sins deserve. He died for you, so that Heargiive you for every ungodly thing you've ever said, though
and done. And He rose again three days later, so He dberlld/ou eternal life.

Let me leave you with the words ofZris Ricesong, it's called;Come to Jesus.’
‘Weak and wounded sinner, Lost and left to die,

O, raise your head, for Love is passing by,

Come to Jesus, Come to Jesus,

Come to Jesus and live!



