“Listen to Him”

Isn’t it good that God knows the people that we pray Yeng¢hough we don’t know them? There was church that
decided rather than announce about people needing prayavdbé&lyjust pray about them during the
announcements. And one of the brothers stood up to pray dejhae to pray, “Father, we ask you to bless our sis
Agnes McDonald who is in Forth Park Hospital, room 208 @h, excuse me Lord she is in 206.” As though God
might go to 205 and say, “I thought Agnes was in here?”

It is good to know that God sees past all of our mistake knows what we need even when we won'’t verbilise
He is awfully good at listening to us, wouldn’t you say? Hdwut the opposite, how good are we at listening to
him?

Please turn your bibles tdark 9. What is the message of God f&rmingham for England? What is the message
from God that he wants you to take to your neighbour toddy& is the message that God wants you to here? Do
you know what | like about some films on televisiditiey can do wonders with special effects, Films likaric,
Twister, Jaws and so on.

Mark 9:2-5. “After six days Jesus took Peter, James andwitiniim and led them up a high mountain, where the
were all alone. There he was transfigured before thesclbthes became dazzling white, whiter than anyonleein t
world could bleach them. And there appeared before thgahEind Moses, who were talking with Jesus.

Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here.”

| wonder what it would have been like to have been thEoehave walked up the mountain alone and then let God
do the special effects. Then let God get your attentdomv would it have been to be Peter, James and John kneel
and praying as one of the other gospels tells us theywleze all of a sudden, they tug one another’s jackets and
saying,‘Peter, Peter is it just me or is Jesus’ head glowitigle?” And the more he glows, the more they s&ig’s
definitely glowing”.

We read these passages just like, and they went and gok @it they went and got a burger and chips. Just as
though it was the most normal thing in the world for Jesead to begin to glow. One of the gospel writers tedls
he glowed as bright as lightening. The jaws of those dnepped, | would imagine them backing away, even from
the Lord that they knew and here is glowing as thoughi§&apping open the flesh of Christ and letting divinity
itself peak out.

And as that bright light is shinning and as Jesus is gipamd what an amazing scene, it just gets better.
For all of a sudden appearing with them are Moses arahEijd it seems the disciples knew and recognised Mos
and Elijah.How did they know?

There were no pictures or photographs of them for themctmgnise them from. | some how don’t think they wore,
“Hello, my name is Moses name tagNb | imagine there was something amazing and miraculog go, not only
in their eyes but also in their minds as well as Gad saying;May | have your attention pleaselt’seems he still
fully hasn't got it, for though Moses and Elijah représegnthe Law and the Prophets are they're talking tasles
Peter as many of us often do felt the need to comment.

Are you married to someone like th&@meone who thinks lik&ilence” is the Lord saying.Speak up”.If you're
going for a run in the car, they feel the need tcefitry moment with a discussion of something. Peteoblem
was that he needed to connect everything with somethingdued to do. Peter always jumped up and ‘Safdll
Lord | guess | need to say something”.

Peter was always the one who would jump up and“Saynot going to let that happen to you Lord, well, e the
last one to leave you LordAnd the Lord finally had to sayPeter, will you just hush up, put that sword down,
before the rooster crows 3 times you’ll deny me”.

And Peters still doing it, he’s here on the mountainrgadhat and he’s here on the mountain and everyone is
saying,“Look at this”. And Peter jumps up anghat does he say? Did you ever think about his commera® s
comments.

He sounds like lecturer giving a lecture at colléteéere very glad to be here.”
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That'’s literally what he says; he jumps up and sa¥|l, I'm glad | came here today.” “It is good for tsbe here
Lord”. James and John are lik&Yill you hush up”.But Peter keeps going he sayépu know what we need to do
something about this, we need to build a shelter for Blasd a shelter for Elijah”

And it is as though the Lord sai@;ive him the next special effecbecause scripture just sayshey were
enveloped by a cloudlt is almost like God was sayingyeter, be quiteBut a cloud seems to be the only thing tha
will stop Peter from talking. Now Jesus is glowing l&éghthouse in the fog.

Moses and Elijah are gone and then the ultimate speféeat. The voice of God, wow, to have been theris. Jery
seldom in the New Testament that the voice of Gddasd by men. But Peter, James and John heard a voike sp¢
from heaven sayingThis is my beloved Son, in whom | am well pleased@rhe him”. The N. I. V says;Listen to
him”

It's as though God has finally got Peter up there Bxadyou notice what comes prior to the mount of transéigan?
Do you notice what comes right before Réeter giving his wonderful confessiondnapter 8vhen he saysyou're

the Christ, Jesus warned him not to tell anyone about IRetér has all of a sudden got it about who Jesus i©fone
the other gospel writers tells us that is because Goaligay him. But Peter is still not doing what God nekeuts to
do, even James and John must not be either, for Godlhitasdo speak and sdy;,ou have one job and one job
alone today and it's just 3 wordg,isten to him”.

Through the years we have built cathedrals to honausJ@eople have fought wars to honour Jesus, people haw:
gone on fasts to honour Jesus and people have thrown batmbhenour Jesus, people have married multiple wive
and people have remained celibate to honour Jesus. And Godutadnd saysBefore you go building your

booths, or making your plans, before you do what you thitikhonour me, will you please stop and, “Listen to
him”.

What is Christ’s message, what is Christ’s cHli®u are the master and I'm the servant Lord, alrigi®, got the
point, I've stood on the mountain, I've been silencedngyfvg and the thunder and the amazing nature of your
voice. When you listen and watch the old televisiondibbout God, films like the 10 commandments, God’s voice
was always very deep.

“Listen to him” It was alwaysListen to him” so that people would fall silent and s&ypeak Lord, I'm listening”.
From what you know about Jesus, what do you think he wayldf you were toe to toe, knee to knee, eye to eye
with the Lord and said to himSpeak Lord I'm listening.”

There was a man named Dave Busby who did a survey among yand old Christians and he asked them all, that
very question. He asked theftf right now today, you were to be called in fomaerview with the Lord, if you were
to be given the opportunity to sit toe to toe, knee to kengehall to eyeball with Jesus what would he séy&gine

if that this moment you sat with God himself, knowing tGad knows everything about youhat would he want to
say to you today about you, what word would God have ® ypw right now at this point of your life?

Let me shock you with the information from this surdeyant you to imagine just for a moment that you aszeh
and God is sitting opposite you. And for one moment youle® with the Father, toe to toe, knee to kneefeye
eye and you've closed your mind to everything else and yoaudurim and you say to hifpeak Lord, I'm
listening, what do you want to tell me right now?”

Do you know theéNo 1 answer was among ChristiarG8d would say,| am disappointed in yoult would be like
God was your mother. God would shake his head and/Aagy all I've done for you, after all I've given tgou, |
thought you’d work hard, | thought you'd be good, | thought yagdight”. “But No, look at you, | just hope you're
happy because | am just so disappointed in y@od would simply be sayingYou're not living up, | had high
hopes but look at you”.

s it any wonder that people don’t want to go to churc¢haf's what they think the message of God&i#t any

wonder that people are sayirigp thankyou, I'm really not interestedtf they really believe that the message
when he sayslisten to Him” that Jesus is going to sdly, my, look at the mess you are in, I'm just so
disappointed in you”.
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And the2"¥ most popular answer is worse than tfieBecause theecondgroup of young and old Christians though
that he would say to therif’s not that I'm disappointed with you, but that | angry with you"They said he would
sound like a high school teacher who caught you settitigedire alarms.

“I have just about had it with you and I'm serious, lameét, you have not paid attention, I've told you whatldoand
you've just gone and done your own thing.” “Don’t you ladkme like that, I told you | have had it, Gabrielchole
back, I tell you | am serious, can you spell hell, cam ynderstand what we are talking about here, do the names
Annanias and Saphira ring any bells with you?”

| guess we have to laugh about it otherwise we willbergause there are people out in the world that rbaligve
that if they ever hushed up and listened to the Lord,jghalhat would come out of the Father’s ligsid pardon me
but where did they get that idea? Could it be from praclzould it be from Christian€duld it be that we have so
shouted the message that God is going to get you by theandday,| tell you man, I've got the power and I've got
the authority and you better do what is right”.

The 3" group of Christians gave such an interesting answer. Jaidythey thought that if they ever sat down toe t
toe, knee to knee, eyeball to eyeball with God, that ®ould be smug, that God would say things likégll, well,
well, look who we have got here, | guess you know wimtgbding to say, and | know you know and | know you
know that you know | know because I'm God and your not” fiViéaat are we going to do about this situation, I'm
God and I've got the authority and you have not been a gopt BOh | bet you want to beg me, well go ahead an
beg and maybe, who knows, maybe | might just let youtlwgfy again maybe not.”

| wonder if Satan would be scared stiff if the churcls whle to stand up and séayhat’s not our God”Our God
does not look down his nose and,saylon’t know if you're not exactly perfect, | don’t knoif you don’t do it
exactly how I tell you.”

Do you know what upsets m¥Phen you ask peopléire you ready to go to heaven, are you savedid they say,
“Well, | hope so, I'm maybe soListen, Jesus didn’t die on the cross so that you @ad kay,| hope so”.

There was a woman who went up to her preacher and‘Baidher John, I'm afraid that | haven’'t done enough”
And she said to her preach&syother John, do you think | have done enoughftl he looked her square in the eye
and said;Absolutely not”

Nobody does enough, nobody can do enough, but Jesus dig gre@alvary, Jesus did enough on the cross. So tt
| do not stand before God who is sayifigyell, I'm not sure if you have done enougliis Son did plenty plus for
me. I’'m not going to heaven because I'm so good haregding to heaven because Jesus was so good theneoti’m
going to heaven because | performed well here, I'm girigeaven because he performed like no man could on
Calvary.

And because he is willing to take the lashes and wittydash say,Don’t come angels, don’'t stop thenWith
every spike sayHold back Gabriel, don’t stop them, let them do [ttlo not have a God that when | listen to him h
says,"Well’ | just don’t know whether | will save you ooty so live in fear.”

The 4" and most frightening group said if they were toe to toe#aeknee, eye-to-eye with God. They thought tha
God would say nothing, nothing. For they just weren’t sine cared or that he was there at all.

Will you allow me to give you a message from God tod&¥ferever you are sitting, who ever you are, will you for
one moment with mé_isten to him”. If this were you, right now, you saiilike, you don’'t know the mess my life
is in”. You're right, | don't, | don’t need to, God doéblike, you don’'t know what | faced in my house this week”.
You're right, I don’t, but God doeSYou don’t know the secret sin Mike that is hidden in lifig.” You're right, |
don’t, but God does.

Do you know what God wants to say to you todAg?¥ou sit there, | want you to imagine that you attngi in
front of God and | want you to imagine that God iframt of you, looking into your life knowing every thought
you've ever thought. Every deed you've ever done, good oeliady good thing this church has seen, the good
things they haven't seen, the bad things they haven't Gmhknows the intent of your heart.

And as you are sitting there with God, you s&peak Lord I'm listening”.
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Do you know what God would say right now to yd4® would say this;l love you, that's what | want you to
know.” “No matter what anybody ever says to you, | lgge so much, | love you with all the universe, | lowaly
that | let my Son die for you.”

That'’s it, that is it. If we would be quite long enou@ud wants to reach out and wrap his arms around and say,
love you”.We say,'But God I'm so sorry,’he says,Shh, I love you” “Oh, but Lord I'and he saysWill you look
at the eyes of Jesus on the cross and “Listen to Hirat. God soooooo loved the world”.

Satan’s goal is to keep that message off the stre@sroingham.Satan’s goal is to keep that message bottled up |
the book, Satan’s goal is to keep you and | from going reomdesaying to our children I've got a message from Ga
And our children sayingOh no, what does he say?” “He loves yodé loves you with all your heart, soul, mind,
and strength:But daddy I've done badand he loves youBut daddy I've done goodand he loves you. You can'’t
do anything that will make him love you more because he&diyou completely and totally.

| wonder how we can change this town, our cities, amccountry if we would stop long enough to listen. And part
of the challenge of that is, if you go out and try taretthat message without hearing it from the Lord, peapie't
believe you. Because we don't look like we believe &,go out and sayThe Lord loves you, he does, he loves yol
he loves you."'Sometimes we are so busy when we say it and it géte fooint where they are saying to idaybe
we can talk God into loving you too.”

God has already decided what he wants to say to ys@ligady written what he wants to say to you. Be¢drenal
writes inEphesians, “Because of His great LOVE for us, he maddéuesin Christ Jesus.”

Do you’re children know that God loves them? Do youfreuses know that God loves theBii friends, we will
never be able to make that commitment to one anothiémenhave received a hug from the Lord. Because withou
ever receiving unconditional love, we don’t know hovgiee it.

We are not Christians based on the strength of ourftov@od. We are transformed people based on the strefigth
His love for us. And the message this community is ngitd hear from th&reat Barchurch of Christ. Not from a
pulpit, it's easy to say from up hear. What they wargee in your homes and in my home and in the lives aif

this town is we’re a church that not only says it butdeet. We're here not just to sdy;od loves you’but may | be
the one to give you the hug from him. May | be the one wiaps my arms around you and s&pod wants you to
have this”? Not this, (Fist) not that, but this.

| have got 2 children and | am convinced that if my kids niagn all the books of the bible, if they never lealtn
the disciples names, if they only learn one thing ftber mother and father. | pray somehow that theysesnand
feel and know that their God loves them so much tlet tlan’t do anything in order for him to love them better.

Will you let God hug you todayPhe bible says that we are the body of the Christarims and legs. When you have
a minute today, will you go out your way to hug someoneedrald of God because a lot of you look like you could
do with a hug from the Lord.



