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‘Jesus, The Son of God’
A father and mother were celebrating the birth of theivly born child. Everyone just admired their new bady b
and as you can imagine made a lot of fuss over himofFekcitement the baby’s older brother asked his father
‘dad, where did he come fromHis dad repliedshe came from heaven somo which the young boy repliet@yow,
he’s ugly, | can see why they threw him out?’

There’s always something special about the relationsivpele® a father and a son. But the most famous F&bar,
relationship has to be between God the Father and Bes@®n. I've been asked to speak about Jesus being the !
of God today but | want us to understand what we mean whkarse the ternson of God.

We have to understand that when we say Jesus is thef &wd, we're actually saying that Jesus is Deity. Wthen
Bible speaks of Jesus being the Son of man, its speaking His earthly nature. But when the Bible speaks about
Jesus being the Son of God, it's speaking about His nasubeity. In other words, Jesus truly is man and truly is
God, He's the God man. When we call Him the Son of @@dmean that He is of the same nature as God.

In Matthew and Luke’s genealogy accounts we find thakaldv. word, ‘begat’ which is‘gennao’in Greek which
simply means to procreate. You see fathers create thinige themselves, but they beget sons like themselues.
Lewis puts it like this,When you beget, you beget something of the same kind asegfbuk man begets human
babies, a beaver begets little beavers, and a bird beggtsvlich turn into little birds. But when you make (or
create), you make something of a different kind from geliir A bird makes a nest, a beaver builds a dam, and me
makes a wireless set (or a comput&9,’when we say that Jesus is the Son of God, we tneaGod has begotten
his Son in His very same divine nature.

Philippians 2:5-8 “In your relationships with one anothamehthe same mindset as Christ Jesus: Who, being in ve
nature God, did not consider equality with God something tesbd to his own advantage; rather, he made himse
nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being nmaleman likeness. And being found in appearance as a
man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death—amegth on a crossPaul says Jesus was the very
nature of God, He took on the nature of a servant. Hawaae in human likeness, in appearance He looked like a
man. Jesus is the God man, He was fully God and iy, He’s the Son of God, He is God.

Now we all know that when a baby is born, they aneeoed in blood and mucus and they look ugly, they look like
wrinkly old people. That's why | used to get upset when pesgltto me when Josh was boot), he looks just

like his father”’Now we all know what people actually mean by that, tinepn they have some of their father’s
features.

Well, in the same way, when Jesus was alive He lod@dded, and thought just like His Father. That's why in
John 14when Philip asked Jesus, to see the Father, Jesus repliade 9 “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after |
have been among you such a long time? Anyone who hasreebas seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show u:
the Father'?’Do you want to know what the Father looks likefdk at JesuDo you want to know what God is
like? Look at Jesus. Jesus is God’s only begotten Son, HisenatDeity because His Father is Deity. He speaks
with authority because His Father speaks with authority.

But let me ask youyho do you put your faith in as you go through lileMark 8 we find the disciples being asked
this very question by Jesus Himself. Jesus aski&ik 8:29 “But what about you?” “Who do you say | an?’'dther
words, Jesus is asking thetAm | the right person to follow? Who am I, that ydwslild listen to what | say?”

Now this event took place around 2 %2 years into Jesusilganinistry, which meant the cross was around 6 montt
away. Jesus realised that it was important for Himateelrsome quality time alone with His disciples to Ipegpare
them for what was to come. In other words, time wasvarg short and He had to make sure they understood Wh
He was, why He had been born, and what was aboutdori@eto Him.

But it was no accident that Jesus took His disciplesptace calledCaesarea Philippi'which lies about 25 miles
north-east of the Sea of Galilee. Caesarea Philpyp iin the hills about 9,000 feet above sea level whiaterita
much cooler climate than the Galilean lowlands. ihihcool, fresh mountain air and the mountain streanthend
spectacular views, even back then | can imagine treaids sort of aveekend getawaykind of place. Maybe the
disciples themselves were in a holiday mood that Idaking forward to some chill time alone with Jesus.
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And they would have been alone because back then the poputaCaesarea Philippi was mainly non-Jewish,
which meant there would have been no interruptions by tonéts screaming for Jesus’ attention. They wouldn’t
have to worry about the Jewish religious leaders whitisytime were looking for any opportunity to find and arres
Jesus. Jesus deliberately choose to take them to Ga@4alippi, because He knew he would get that much-neede
guality time alone with His disciples.

But Jesus took them to Caesarea Philippi for anotheone& ou see, when you went up the hills of Caesarea
Philippi, there was not only beautiful views, but theeravthe ancient Syrian temples which were used to vgorshi
Baal. Experts tell us there would have been around lglésrwhich could be seen on these hills.

But not only were the Syrian gods worshiped there, therealsasa cavern nearby that was said to have been the
birthplace of the Greek god Pan, the god of nature cin @aesarea Philippi was originally call&&nias,’named
after the god of nature.

But that’s not all that Jesus and the disciples couldipemn the hills. Another huge temple would have stoocttiner
Jesus’ day, built out of white marble by Herod the Gasalt dedicated to the worship of Augustus Caesar. In othe
words, Caesarea Philippi was like a one stop shopping sugketrnfar religion. Every conceivable variety was there
in one place, it was a cross-section of the religdasns of Jesus’ day.

Loved onesdo we now understand why Jesus asked that questidarin8:29at Caesarea PhilippJ&sus
deliberately asked thefiVho do you say | am?at Caesarea Philippi. Jesus stood in this place whichitescdly
crowded with temples dedicated to the worship of Syriaeeks and Roman gods and He asked His disciples, wh
they believed Him to be. He wanted them to know and dortige realisation that He was in fact the ¢ne=’ God

in the flesh, the long-awaited Messiah.

| believe Jesus deliberately set Himself against thidvaund of the world’s religions in all their historydan
splendour and demanded to be compared with them and toheawverdict given in His favour. In other words, with
this setting as a backdrop, Jesus forced His disciplesestleswith vital questions likéWho is the real God?”
“Who is worthy of adoration and worshipPtan imagine Jesus sayinbisten, look around at the magnificence of
all these temples, to all these ‘gods’ and then lodkeat\Who is right? Who is the truth, Me or the ‘godéone of
these temples? Whose guidance should you follow i o is the real LORD?’

Loved onesgdo you see the importance of this momedomMing here helped force the disciples to deal with this
issue, an issue they needed to deal with because, idshsier, this was the climax of Jesus’ teaching rtrnill
the things Jesus had said and done over the past 2 Yhgddveen in preparation for this moment. You could say
that this question Jesus posed here at Caesarea Phdipjn wffect, the disciples’ final exam, an exam twatsisted
of only one questioriwvho do you say | am?”

But notice how Jesus went about getting them to ansveequleistionMark 8:27 “Jesus and his disciples went on tc
the villages around Caesarea Philippi. On the way hedaglem, “Who do people say | anifA"other words, He’'s
asking them)what are the crowds saying about M&®w, please remember, He’s not asking this questiorulseca
He doesn’'t know the answer. Jesus knew the answeistquéstion, He knew what people were saying about Him
but He wanted the twelve to think carefully about thogular perceptions as a way of building a foundation for
their own conclusions.

You see loved ones, anyone can ask questions but Jesedviaster at askinghe’ question. So, please understand
when Jesus asked this first question, He didn’t askfibhdioout how He stood in the public opinion polls. Nayds a
probing question designed to determine the extent to whicktttients had discovered the true nature of His
ministry and His message.

Now | believe there would had been a moment of pausen Masus asked thetmho do the people say | amPtan
imagine the disciples thinking to themselvess'll we all know what the people are thinking and st all good.’
Remember Jesus had been called a wine-drunkard, a glutiispaemer, and a false prophet. He had even been
labelled a madman and so | can imagine them thinkingoagsfully before they answer this question.

The disciples didn’t share any of these negative wevigith Jesus and so they exercised some sensitityaly
told Him the compliments which people were paying Hiilme Tisciples say iviark 8:28 “Some say John the
Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, one efghophets.”
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Matthew 16:14says,"Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; andoshérs, Jeremiah or one of the prophets
Now don’t misunderstand me here, we need to remembtemtist of the people weren't criticising Jesus. The
multitudes who had witnessed Jesus’ miracles, the pedpuenad seen what Jesus did and heard what Jesus saic
they had high opinions of Him and this is what some ofwedve began to report.

One disciple pointed out that many believed Jesus wastbe Baptist reincarnated. They believed that Jotn ha
come back from the grave to continue his ministry obamging the Messiah while criticising the hypocrisy of the
scribes and Pharisees.

Another disciple shared the fact that many people\mlidesus was Elijah, considered by some Jews to be the
supreme Old Testament prophet. If you remember when wesiugdying thé&ook of Malachj Malachi 4:5says,
“See, | will send the prophet Elijah to you before tipagtat and dreadful day of the LORD come&id so, some
thought this Jesus was Elijah, fulfilling the propheciafachi. And even today, in modern Jewish Passover
celebrations, there is an empty chair reserved aatile tor Elijah, in the hope of his one day coming tcoamee
the Messiah’s arrival.

Another disciple shared that some people said Jesuderamiah buivhy would they think He was JeremiaWel|,
they held this opinion because accordin@ tdaccabeelegend, Jeremiah had taken the Ark of the covenant and t
altar of incense out of the temple and hidden them lwtieehere on Mount Nebo in order to preserve them from
desecration and destruction by the Babylonians. Some Jeughtithat before the Messiah returned to establish H
kingdom, Jeremiah would return to earth and restore tkexd the altar to their proper places in the temple.

So, the people who said these things were paying Jesus wamad@nfuliments by comparing Him to the some of th
greatest prophets and teachers God had ever sent. Thegmiag Jesus high praise, but not enough high praise
because in their minds, none of these three prophetsieehdessiah. They were just one of the Messiah's
forerunners who had come back to life with God-given riaacs powers.

And nothing has changed today loved omes, it?A lot of people still speak highly of Jesus but they doattognise
His Deity and His Lordship. Most people in our day and adleadimit that Jesus was a great teacher but they won
concede that He was the Christ, the Son of God,lye\Way to Heaven. Muslims recognise Our Lord as a great
prophet, they even revere Him as the Son of Maryptiyewoman mentioned by name in the Koran. Many Jews s
Christ as aredmirable Jewbut not as the Son of God.

Buddhists depersonalise the Jesus Who walked this earthaastbtm Him into a figure more like the Buddha.
Many Hindus are drawn to Jesus because of His compassiornisadevdtion to nonviolence but they find the notiol
of a single god as an unnecessarily restrictive. 8ogpimion of the multitudes of Jesus’ day, isn't théfedent from
the opinion of many people today. They thought that Jeasgyveat but not great enough.

And if we were to leave the story there in Mark, wauldlcconclude that the disciples were no different ftbe
multitudes. At first glance, it looks like they hadn’alieed who Jesus was.Maybe when they mentioned John the
Baptist, Elijah or Jeremiah, they thought that Jesusgeig to sayyes’ to one of those suggestions, and Say,ir
right’ But Jesus must have answered without saying a word, Hehawes given them théhe look’. You know the
look I'm talking aboutdon’t you?The look that every child knows when they have come tip tlve wrong answer
to a question their father has asked them.

| can imagine there would have been an uncomfortal@lecglbefore Jesus spoke again. And so, Jesus, | imagine
warm voice asking thenywhat about you? Who do YOU say that | anTHhis isn’t about the multitudes’ opinion
anymore, this is a personal question. And loved ones, Wes@o one on the planet at that time who was more
gualified to answer that question than these 12 men. Uiikkenultitudes, they had been with Jesus 24-7 for two &
a half years.

They had heard Him teach, they had seen all His regatthey were the star witnesses of Jesus’ life tiptbhat
point. Over the past 2 % years, at times He had shdbked at times He thrilled them, at other times, itiedf them
with awe and wonder. There was even a time when Jesliedvon water and rebuked the wind and the disciples
whispered to each other liatthew 8:27 “What kind of man is this? Even the winds &ediaves obey him!”

Well, the time had come for them to confess their opiai® to what kind of man He was. It was time to fisbud
bait, it was time for them to take a personal stand.
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And so, Jesus looked each of His students in the eyeskad this all-important final-exam question. And, | think
that when He did, while the other disciples were gtiicessing the question like scared schoolboys, Peter apoke
and saidvhat? What did Peter sapecording toMark 8:29He said,Right!” “You are the Messiah.” Matthew 16:16
tells us a little more detail, Peter saysspu are the Christ—the Son of the Living God!”

And when He said this, | imagine a glow of pride would hetv@wved on Jesus’ face. | can imagine Jesus saying,
‘yes! correct! you got it right PeteNow out of all the people we think would get that questight, it was Peter.
Peter moved to the head of the class and got it rightihyaand for once he said the right thing, at the tigi!

And it was the right thing because in his well-wordguyrePeter forcefully, confidently expressed two founulzi
Christian truthsFirst, he identified Jesus as the Messiah, the One Whaowagyn forever on the throne of His gres
ancestor David.Secong and even more important, Peter identified Jesusvasedihe'Son of the living God!
Literally his words can be translated like thisou are THE Christ, THE Son of THE God, THE livingh&@”

You see loves ones, everything Jesus said and done, weréddime divine purpose for us to come to the same
conclusion which Peter came tmhn 20:30+31 “Jesus performed many other signs in the presfemsadisciples,
which are not recorded in this book. But these are writiat you may believe that Jesus is the Messiat§aheof
God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.”

Now if you're a Christian this morninglo you remember when you had ydDaesarea Philippimoment?d had

mine back inJanuary 199during a Bible study, it was a moment that changed mydifever, but we all had that
moment when we had to decide who we thought Jesus isf powd're not a Christian this morning, you still need tc
have your very owfCaesarea Philippimoment. Jesus doesn’t care about public opinion onssdug] He only cares
about your opinion.

The lead singer of the baht®, Bono, has always been open about his faith, and in a regentiew he said)Vhen
people say that Jesus is a ‘good teacher,’ ‘a prophdtéavas a ‘really nice guy,’ this is not how Jesus thoogh
Himself. So, you're left with a challenge, which igher Jesus was who He said He was or a complete srchut
case. But | believe Jesus was the Son of God.’

You see, Jesus wants an answer from you onvthis,do you say He id@atthew 27:54 “When the centurion and
those with him who were guarding Jesus saw the earthqodkaldhat had happened, they were terrified, and
exclaimed, “Surely he was the Son of Gotie centurion had hi€aesarea Philippimoment right there at the
Cross.

He wants you to do what the Ethiopian Eunuch diddts & Philip had been speaking about Jesus to the Eunuch
the Eunuch understood that He needed to be baptised butthetigaeestion Philip asked him first and the Eunuch’
reply. Acts 8:36-38 “As they travelled along the road, they cans®ioe water and the eunuch said, “Look, here is
water. What can stand in the way of my being baptiz€d@t can,” Philip answered, “if you believe with all your
heart.” And the eunuch replied, “I believe that JesussCls the Son of God.” And he gave orders to stop hiagiat.
Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the vaatdPhilip baptized him.The Eunuch had hi€aesarea
Philippi” moment right there with Philip.

Jesus Himself said ilark 16:16 “Whoever believes and is baptized will be savetdwhoever does not believe will
be condemned Believes whatBelieves that He is the Christ, The Son of God. Anau’re not a Christian this
morning but you believe that Jesus is the Christ, tmed$the living God.

Then let me encourage you to take that believe to theeait because just believing isn’'t going to save you. Jest
says inMark 16:16that you not only have to believe but you also need bedeabtid be saved.



