‘I AM the door’

Two church members were going door to door, and knocked omdhetla woman who wasn’t happy to see them
She told them in no uncertain terms, she didn't wauhtetar their message and slammed the door in their. fces
her surprise, however, the door didn’t close and, in Binced back open. She tried again, really put her baxk in
it, and slammed the door again with the same resultjabebounced back open. Convinced these rude young pe
were sticking their foot in the door, she reared backue ijia slam that would teach them a lesson, wherobne
them said,excuse miss, before you do that again, you need to yawecat.’

I've been given the text frodohn 10:to speak about today where Jesus says to the Pharggesjmi thura’ ‘| am
the door: Now before we get into the main text, | think it’s imfamt that we understand the meaning and the pow
of the wordsl AM’ in the wider context, please turn your Biblestodus 3

Now remember after spending 40 years in Egypt, Mosesréed Egypt after killing an Egyptian. He went on to sta
in Midian for another 40 years and it was during this twvhen he was tending his father-in-law, Jethro’s shieep,
came to Mount Horeb. And it was here when he sawuheaiig bush and begun a conversation with God Himself.

We pick up the story ikExodus 3:13+14 “Moses said to God, “Suppose | go to the Iesalitd say to them, ‘The
God of your fathers has sent me to you,” and they askWitggt is his name?’ Then what shall | tell them?"d3aid
to Moses, “I| AM THAT | AM. This is what you are to s&ythe Israelites: ‘Il AM has sent me to you.”

Now remember the Bible doesn’t use names for God isdhee way as we use names today. God doesn’t have a
name as such but He uses certain words to describe &tactér or nature. For example, the wokdsShaddar’
describes His nature as the all sufficient one, thpailerful One. The worthdonia’ describes His character as
Lord, Master, the One with all authority. The wordhweh’ describes His nature as the everlasting, self-existing
One.

And so, when God speaks to Moses, He isn’t giving Mosesre ias we understand it. But He's telling Moses to te
His people thatyahweh’, ‘I AM THAT | AM’ , the self-existing One has sent you. God is basicajling to Moses,

| don’t need a name but | will give you one to tell n@ople. Now remember the Israelites have been in cpinivi
Egypt for 400 years and so God goes on to s&xaudus 3:15ust in case my people have forgotten vihaM’ | tell
them“The LORD, (The One with all authority), the Godyalur fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac an
the God of Jacob has sent me to you.’

Now let’s fast forward a few thousand years. We knaat the Gospel according to Matthew focuses a lot on
‘prophecy’where Matthew points out time and time again thagus is the promised Messialihe Gospel
according to Mark focuses a lot @esus’ miraclesand Mark uses the wortanmediately’ throughout his Gospel.
The Gospel according to Luke focuses a lotlJesus’ humanityand shows Jesus as beitige Son of man’And
finally, the Gospel according to John focuses a loflesus being the Son of Goathich shows théDeity of Christ’.

But have you ever wondered why all th&M’ claims of Jesus are found in John’s Gosgelth writes inJohn
20:30+31 “Jesus performed many other signs in the presencedi$tiples, which are not recorded in this book. B
these are written that you may believe that Jesug isldssiah, the Son of God, and that by believing youhasag
life in his name”.

Now remember John never uses the wordacle’ in his Gospel but he does use the wergn’ throughout his
Gospel. And there arks signgecorded in John’s Gospel, 8 are things which Jesus difl ewede things which Jesus
said. John is basically saying that thaM’ claims of Jesus are signs, selected from many oignes.sAnd he says
these signs are selected with a purpose in mind anguhaose is that you believe that Jesus Christ is who He
claimed to be.

And so just ad AM’ is God’s own identification of Himself iExodus 3:140 Moses. When we come to theé\M’
claims of Jesus, we need to remember that Jesus wasng Himself a Name or a title, but He was assgrtiiis
Deity. In other words, every AM’ reveals some aspect of His nature and purpose.

Now some people may not recognise or understand Jesmss dat the Jewish leaders certainly didJ&in 8when
the Jewish leaders were accusing Jesus of being demaspedand asked Jesus, if He was greater than Abraha
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They go on and say to Jesusiahn 8:57-59 “You are not yet fifty years old, and you haea #draham!” “Very
truly | tell you,” Jesus answered, “before Abraham @, | am!” At this, they picked up stones to stone hifie
Jewish leaders had no problem understanding what Jesssiywag when He used the wor@syo eimi’, ‘I AM'.
They understood that Jesus was claiming to be Deitysthéty they were going to stone Him.

Let me give you one more example of Jesus’ use of thdsyoAM’ . Remember when Judas sold out Jesus and
agreed to show the authorities where Jesus would be, intordeest him3dohn 18:3-5 “So Judas came to the
garden, guiding a detachment of soldiers and some offfcatsthe chief priests and the Pharisees. They were
carrying torches, lanterns and weapons. Jesus, knowirgalas going to happen to him, went out and asked the
“Who is it you want?” “Jesus of Nazareth,” they regli “l am he,” Jesus said. (And Judas the traitor waslisig
there with them.) When Jesus said, “I am he,” theyvdvack and fell to the ground.”

Now if we're not careful we can overlook a very imgaott point in this text. It's been estimated thatéhgould

have been between 300-500 men who came together toJasaston this night. But look at what happens when
Jesus says, AM he’, they drew back and fell to the ground. Now that doesake any sense as to why they woulc
draw back and fall to the ground, until you remove the woed,which isn’'t found in the original text. It only makes
sense if all those people understood what Jesus was s#ggug, was saying,AM’, ‘the self-existing One’.They
understood that Jesus was claiming to be Deity, that’'s dywdrew back and fell to the ground.

And so, when we come tmhn 10where Jesus shared a parable with the Pharisees bulidh&yunderstand it. It's
then that we come t@ohn 10:Avhere Jesus declares to the Pharisees'tiét| the Door’, He’s openly declaring
another characteristic of His divine nature. In otherds, Jesus is the One and only entrance into the sanofua
God.

You see loved ones in the Old Testament, there wege ttoors in the tabernacle, each of them was a fteshor
a representation of Christ. There was the door t6dheer Court; there was a door to tfeanctuary, where the
Holy Place was and finally there was tieil’ which was at the entrance to the Holy of Holies. Jsays if you
want to enter the sanctuary of God, you must enter threlighThat’s why later He’s going to sayJdohn 14:6 “I
am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comeakead-ather except through Me”.

Now what does Jesus mean when He refers to Hims#ieadoor or gate as some translations have it rendé/el?
this door is the door to the fence around the sheep. imaheings, the sheep would be led out of the enclosure by
the shepherd, then in the evenings, they would be lddibcthe protected area and be kept safe. Both the sldept
and the sheep went in and out through the gate. Jesuthaayde Himself, is this door to the sheep’s proteateal a

Now why is that important to understand/2ll, basically, there had been people coming in witlgminng through
the gate, and it's these people that Jesus calls shesdgrst Look afiohn 10:1 “Very truly | tell you Pharisees,
anyone who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate nhiog ali by some other way, is a thief and a robber.”

Now the relationship between the shepherd and his shd&gdastine is said to be closer than any other spddies
shepherd calls the name of the sheep and the sheeph@ewice of their shepherd. When their shepherd mbes
the fenced area and leads them, it's only for the purpdselmng them live.

But, in contrast, the sheep stealer isn’t that wagy stieep stealer isn’t coming into the enclosure to helgheep
live. From start to finish the only thing on the sheeplstés mind is his own good. | can imagine Jesus actually
pointing His finger at someone when He uses the wdtdsyes’and‘robbers’ | can imagine Him pointing His
fingers at the Pharisees when He tells the parable éytiim’'t understand what He means.

And so, to help them understand, Jesus goes on to 3aknnl0:8 “All who have come before me are thieves and
robbers.”Do you think the penny dropped? Do you think the Phariseesyfimadlerstood what Jesus was saying?
You see Jesus was pointing to everything which had goneforelHe came. The doctrine of the Pharisees tlat he
been in existence, the religion of the law that heehlin existence, the system of religious rule thdtleen in
existence, and He said it was ‘dlieves’and‘robbers.’In other words, their doctrines didn’'t help God'’s sheeg i

in any true sense of the word.

They were thieves and robbers, they looked out for $kéras, they didn't care if the sheep lived or diedpag bs
they were alright. That's why Jesus saydann 10:8 “All who have come before me are thieves aoloers, but the
sheep have not listened to them.”
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It wasCharles Spurgeomwho once saidihe church needs to start feeding the sheep rather thasirg the goats.’
Loved ones we have to pay close attention to what iglgeached from our pulpits and taught in our Bible classe

| remember hearing a story about a guy who was buildingvinishouse. He was almost finished building it but
slowly he started to remove the whole of the frdrthe house. When his friend came around to ask him whaake
doing, he saidwell, the front door | bought was an inch too big, sovenhto rebuild the front of the house to make |
fit". To which his friend repliedywhy didn’t you just shave an inch off the door?

People are claiming there are many doors to salvatioy tathinstead of just doing what the Bible says, thay!ll t
and shave off some parts of the Bible in order to getcs&Oh, just say the sinner’s prayer!” ‘Just believe thaude
is your Saviour!” ‘Once saved always savddsten loved ones, we have to listen to what's beind, sgherwise
we’ll find ourselves being led by thieves and robbers.

You see the shepherd enters in through the gate, hetleasglseep to go through that gate. The thief howeveidswv
the gate, he enters from somewhere else, and takebdbp out from some other places except for the gdas
says inJohn 10:9+10 “I am the gate; whoever enters through méevghved. They will come in and go out, and
find pastureThe thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; keheame that they may have life, and have it to tl
full.” Jesus says, He is the gate and if you go through Him ylbfing salvation for your souls and you will receive
daily nourishment and life to the full.

| remember reading a newspaper story a few years agt akbeman who was startled out of a deep sleep one nic
by some desperate cries'aelp! Help!” At first, she thought her husband had cried out, but hesleaping soundly
next to her. Then suddenly she heard the cries dgeim! Help!” Finally, she threw back the covers and headed
downstairs toward their living room. When she got thdre,leard the wortHelp!” again and so she shouted,
‘where are you?’ ‘In the fireplacecame the rather shocking answer. And sure enough, damngling fireplace with
his head sticking through the flue was a burglar, upside @mamuite snugly stuck! The police and firemen got hil
out eventually, though not before having to disassemblm#mle and some of the masonry. Perhaps the besifpal
the story was what this woman did in the meantimeflgiged on all the lights and videotaped the whole thing.

You see, Jesus says these thieves don’t want to givte feur soul but they want to steal and kill and ultimately
destroy your soul. You see, the Pharisees were saymgeifson keeps the law, they will be saved. They believe
that a person will arrive at eternal life by his or geod works. They believed that they were the religioits who
had acquired a special knowledge from God and because &hthaledge they would be saved.

Listen loved ones, law keeping won't get you into heaverurgjood works won't get you into heaven. Your
knowledge of the Bible won't get you into heaven. PespleJoseph Smith is the door to heaven, or Ellen ithite
the door to heaven or Charles Taze Russel is the dooaverneThere is only one way to eternal life, and that’s
through, Jesus the dodphesians 2:18 “For through Him we both have accesséppimit to the Father”.

Have you ever seen the film or read the bookb$. Lewis’called, The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrol@elf you
remember when Lucy cracks open the wardrobe door,rgteting she encounters is a whole new spiritual world
that she previously didn’t know existed. Through that do@rnskets the King of Beasts, Aslan, who Lewis uses tc
represent Jesus, the King of kings.

That’'s what happens when we enter through Christ, the decgnter into a whole new spiritual world that we didn
know existed. A world where our needs are met and our rReedsistained. A world where we are protected from
thieves and robbers. A world where we find salvation ane hte to the full. No wonder Paul sayskiphesians 1:3
“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord JesustCwhe has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every
spiritual blessing in Christ.”

There was a man who had been saving up for years totmketafor a boat trip to America 092Q which in those
days would take several months. He eventually saved enotgketthe trip and so he bought his ticket and boarde
the ship. He didn’t have enough money to buy any of salsrprovided on the ship, so he simply took along some
cheese and crackers to help with through the journey. yovknow what salt air does to crackers and cheese dot
you?They become soggy and very quickly go éihd so, he became desperate and when one of the prateesto
clean his room, he begged him for some food. The ported dskeif he could see his ticket and when he saw it he
said to the marigir, all your meals are included with your ticket.’
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You know I've heard people say that when they get tedrethey will be so blessed. Listen loves ones, your so
blessed right now, we don’t have to wait until we gehiéaven to experience life fully. Jesus say®im 10:10°

have come that they may have life, and have it tdulh& God will never ask us to go somewhere without equippir
us with everything we need. In other words, all the blessirgwill ever need are included in our journey to heave

Now if we truly believe that Christ is the door and whenenter into the presence of God through Hitmy would
anyone want to step back out of that dovo® see, doors not only allow us to enter a place butélseyallow us to
leave that same place. Christ the door, will providegatain and everything we need for this life but He won'pkee
us prisoners because the door isn’'t locked eitlem 10:9 “I am the gate; whoever enters through meowidlaved.
They will come in and go out, and find pastu¥es, we can come in and go out but only when the Shepdead us
in and out but He won't force us to stay where we doantwo be, it's called free will.

Let me give you an example of someone who decided totbpedoor and leave the spiritual world to return to the
physical world. When the apostle Paul was near hisdindeath, he writes to his dear friend Timothy and says in

Timothy 4:9+10 “Do your best to come to me quickly, fomi2es, because he loved this world, has deserted me a
has gone to Thessalonica.”

Now we don’t know much about Demas but notice Paul dosag'tvhat aspect of love Demas had for this world.
Maybe he didn’t write the details because he didn’t w@eimbarrass his fellow labourer any further, and sayia t
he deserted him was bad enough. But whatever the reaspwa/&now that Demas was once a faithful follower of
Christ but has now left Him. He opened the door to l¢heespiritual realms because his desire for the physasl
more important. The truth is we simply don’t know whyléfe the church and went back to the world. Maybe he
forgot what Jesus said Matthew 16:26 “What good will it be for someone to gamwhole world, yet forfeit their
soul? Or what can anyone give in exchange for their soul?

Maybe you too are struggling with something this morning, maybhego are being tempted to open the door and
back into the world. Maybe your struggling with a sin and thtiskeasier just to give up and leave Christ. Maybe
your enjoying this physical life so much you've forgotten @i’'re actually living in the spiritual realms. Maybe
you’re having problems with your brothers or sisters instland rather than causing a fight, you think it's jlesttb
to leave.

Whatever it is that's pulling you back to the world, giv®iGod, talk to Him about it. Talk to someone aboutii
to the elders about it, seek guidance and counsel, do whdttéakes to stay where Christ is. I'm pleading witiu
this morning if that’s where you're at spiritually beca@s®l doesn’'t want you to leave, | don’'t want you to éeav
anddo you know whyBecause your soul is worth more to Him than it doesjore else.

In Mark 5:1-17 we find Jesus casting out an evil spirit named Lefimm a young man and sent them into 2000 pi
and those 2000 pigs drowned in the process. The local pgepdeup in arms about the pigs drowning but Jesus
didn’t care what they thoughtyhy? Because that man’s soul was more precious than 2000rplgske 15:4-7Jesus
says if one sheep leaves the fold, He’'ll leave then398a open and go out to find that one lost shéép,? Because
that one sheep was worth saving.

He truly does care for our souls like no one else everkda wants us to be with Him more than we want twible
Him at times. Jesus is the only door to eternal i€l look after us and protect us as long as we remaltis
presence. If you're not a Christian this morning, then ctind®sus, speak to someone about how you can have
eternal life through Jesus, the door.



