‘Christ is my all in all

A girl comes running to her father with tears streaming db&rmface and said)ad! You just gave me some terrible
financial advice.Dad said,What did | do?’ ‘You told me to put all my money in thag lmank down town.Dad
said,'Yes, it's one of the best in the countrghe said;Well, they’re going under.He said, There must be some
mistake.’She said;l think not. | just got a cheque back from then and id sasufficient funds!

A lot of times we’re blaming the wrong source for thsufficiency. The problem has never been that Chrishiva
sufficient, the problem has been that we haven't thosgh¥ou see a heretic never comes up and $ays;t

believe in Christ.A heretic never sayS;hrist not.” A heretic says,Christ and; instead of Christ only. Heretics are
masters of the art of spiritual intimidation.

Today | want to talk about the problem of spiritual bglliBeople that come up and literally intimidate you anklema
you feel inferior spiritually, because you don't do falile way they do. And that is what Paul is talking aliout
Colossians 2:16-23.

In Colossj Paul is trying to encourage these new Christians, valve been told that they are inferior spiritually.
Notice his argument, he doeso things. He exalts the fullness of the God-Man ChHs&lretics inColossiwere

giving a condescending view of Christ, just like the cultsodiay. So he was exalting the fullness of the God-Man
Christ. He didn’t begin his epistle by tearing down erharbegan his epistle by lifting up Christ. What he’s daing
Colossians 2:16-2[% attacking false ideas.

But notice that isn’t where he started, where heesfastas reminding people of the C.V. of Jesus Cltsibssians
1:15says,“He is the image of the unseen God, the first-borallafreation.” Colossians 1:1says,He exists before
all things and in him all things hold together.” Colossi2i3ssays, “in whom are hid all the treasures of wisdoth ar
knowledge.” Colossians 2$hays,“For in him dwells the whole fullness of the deity bgd

What he’s saying is Christ isn’t the first amongst equ@lsist is the first and there aren’t any equals.gdisit is
this, if Christ is fully God and Christ is fully maméall that fullness of deity lives in Christ and altlfullness has
been given to yol/hat more do you need? What more do you need to be tiutyal than to be connected to
Jesus Christ?

The best way to defend the Christian faith isn’'t tacitother religions, the best way is to lift up Chridtat’s what
Paul did in thdirst chapter and a half of this lett@8efore he ever talked about something he disagreedheitbrid,
‘Just let me remind you who Christ i&hd the next time someone wants to disagree with yasloyou why you
believe what you believe. Don't attack what theyddi just tell them who Christ is and most of theetthat will
take care of things. So the first thing he did was ekelfillness of the God-Man Christ.

But thesecondhing he did, now notice this. He exposed the emptinessn-made religion. Paul doesn't believe
that all religions are basically the same, he s#idre is a faith once for all delivered from heaveéFtien look at
some of the words he used for man-made religions. Iiddlsags like,"they are shadows of things to coma”
Colossians 2:17. Colossians 2:22 “They’re idle notionsdbaséhuman commands and teachings”.

The religion of the heretics in Colossi was basgycalreligion of the world, because the world hasaweehreligion.
The world loves religion and Satan loves to give thedvalilkinds of religions that keeps the world away frGod.
He’s been doing it ever since the days of Cain. Waditgust talking about Eastern religion or Cults, ne,axe
talking about what can happen to the Christian faith.

Remember the people @olossiclaimed Christ, they weren’'t denying Christ, they weggting Christ from His
throne. You see, Satan loves for you to have a osligiith Jesus in it that still keeps you away from Géalu might
ask,is that possibleRet me tell you, absolutely. Paul salisiese religions have the appearance of religion, ey t
take you back to slaveryUnderstand this, when Jesus died on the cross, He didhtgndemn the sins of the
world, He condemned the religions of the world. Whatrevgoing to do today, is deal with this.

What kind of things do you add to Christianity so thatrihg$unto something that isn’t very Christian? What kind of
man-made religion do you mix with Christ, so that wheua're through, Christ isn't really who he i$#is is tricky
because Paul is going to talk about things on the sufiat@loesn’t seem really bade’s going to talk about
festivals, Sabbath and visions and self-discipline andchalldbf those things.
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But here’s the point, what he did voluntarily, the peapiColossiwere made to do as a compulsion. Because they
were saying that if you don'’t do it this way, if you dorit what we do, you’re not spiritual and Paul would never g
there.What we want to do is talk about what kind of things do aad to the faith that make it not Christian
anymore?

It's going to command what God never required, it's geanguarantee what God never promised. But all man-ma
religions are going to suffer from the same basic #ad that flaw has many forms. Golossians 2:16-28e lists
threedifferent man-made religions that people want to mtk \&hristianity.

In Colossians 2:16+1fe talks aboulegalism Apparently, there were people in Colossi trying to thixLaw of
Moses with the Christian faith and came out with etinmg new. Paul says @olossians 2:17These things are a
shadow of what is to come. The reality is found in CHrist

You've always heard that Christianity is built on Judaiswant to say, it is the other way around, it wWiasags
Jesus. He was always the foundation, He was always#iity, the other was a shaddsvPaul against following
God's laws?Of course not, we follow God’s commandments, thifigsdrux of what Paul's against.

Paul is against you making up some commands God never nttlgearjudging someone else’s spirituality on the
basis of it. That’s legalism, we do it all the tinvée’re always coming up with rules that you can't find iae Bible
and say you're not really a good Christian, unless you doHfare’s the problem with legalismiho gets to make
the rules?

That’s one of the problems of legalism, phonies caayd meet external standards. But the problem withighatu
can try to keep all the rules and do all the more afidistiw you’re not doing enough. Legalism will never gy
confidence in your salvation. You don’t come up with bidaeh by mixing legalism with Christianity.

A seconcthing people try to mix with Christianity imysticism according taColossians 2:18+1They delight in the
worship of angelsHave you noticed how popular angels and New Age religiame become lately? Do you know
why?There’s a real reason for it, you see for 300 yearkave lived in the Age of Reason.

Whenlsaac Newtordiscovered gravity, man decidédchumanity could unlock the laws of the universe, God’'siow
laws,why couldn't it also discover the laws underlying all afure and societyPeople came to assume that
through a judicious use of reason, an unending progress wepldssible. Progress in knowledge, in technical
achievement, and even in moral values.

The 18" century writerselieved that knowledge is not natural, but comes oniy E&perience and observation
guided by reason. Through proper education, humanity itselfl @@ altered, its nature changed for the better. A
great premium was placed on the discovery of truthun the observation of nature, rather than throughttioky s
of the Bible. They saw Christianity as the princigakte that had enslaved the human mind in the past.

Human aspirations, they believed, shouldn’t be cerirethe next life, but rather on the means of improvimg life.
Worldly happiness was placed before religious salvatimthing was attacked with more intensity and ferocignth
Christianity, blaming it for the suppression of the freereise of reason.

Now we don't believe anymore that science and techyatag fix our problems or make us morally better. If
anything it has made us morally worse, but that’s whatvere told for 200 years. We'll just study it, we’'ll goord
lab, we’ll write a computer program and we’ll fix it. Arafter 200 years we’ve decided science and technology
cannot fix all our problems, so we turn to spirituality @ahat’s why the New Age is so popular right now.

That’s why angels are so popular, you see angels dani& @ath baggage. The spirituality of the New Age is not
Christianity, angels don’t demand anything of you. They justvalp, they're cute, they’re nice, they help you and
they leavelsn't that wonderful?You watch the movies where angels are in them. MoikesThe Preachers Wife or
Angels where a team of angels come to the rescuelufdeen’s baseball team when a young boy pleads ¥amedi
intervention.You read books that tell you about guardian angels and winieho approach for help.

Let me ask you thigjo you ever hear the name Jesvef see the vanity of the human mind works like thisedda
mediator to help me get closer to God but | don’t veantediator with an old rugged cross on their back. | dvoul
rather have an angel over a crucified Jew as a meaet tdoser to God.
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And so we live in the exact same time as the Coloss@here you have all manner of mediators availabhelous
get close to God and Paul says that doesn't cut it. Tihemy one mediator between God and man, His name is
Jesus. And if you have Jesus, you don't need any moreftharBesides, Paul saygpu know all these people that
have all these experiences in the other world and aleiese angelsHe says;they don’t know what they are
talking about” He says;they’re making it up in their heads”.

There was a TV talk show recently discussing mediumdssairitualism. Of course there were sceptics ane\is
amongst the audience. They asked someone who expodesna@nd a real medium to give a reading and the
audience had to decide who was the fake and who wasdahene. The audience voted unanimously that the fake
was the real medium and that the real medium watakee Making it up in their heads and taking people for a ride

The only more that mysticism offers is more of selportance;hey look at me I'm talking to the deady the way,
most of us don’'t need any more of self-importance, wgbtemore than enough already.2iCorinthians 12:1-4,
Paul says;ithat nobody has ever lived that has had more visiodsRevelations than he did.”

He was even taken up into the third heaven and saw paeattidee can’'t even talk about it. But Paul saysiill
never boast about that, | will never try to impress with how spiritual I am by telling you of the thingsd'seen.”
In fact he said i2 Corinthians 12:5What I'll do is boast in my weaknessYou don’t improve Christianity by
mixing it with legalism, mysticism or spiritualism.

In Colossians 2:20-2RPaul talks abousisceticismPeople walk around sayingio not handle! Do not take! Do not
Touch!” Which seems like a strange road to Christ’s likenessftse the blessings Christ has made and yet for
centuries we have tried to measure spirituality that Wey't eat certain food, don’t drink coffee, if yolalg want
to serve God don’'t marry. And we’ve come along for yeard said]’'m going to measure your spirituality by what
you don't do’.

How many of you have grown up with an unspoken assumptiohurch that Christianity is not supposed to be fur
It's supposed to be grim and if you put up with it, long enough,get to go to heaven and only then will you have
good time!

A preacher found the roads blocked one Sunday morning andeasl to skate on the river to get to, which he dic
When he arrived the elders were horrified that thetapher had skated on the Lord’s Day. After the sertieg t
held a meeting where the preacher explained that iewlaer skate to church or not go at all. Finally oneredd&ed,
‘Did you enjoy it?’"When the preacher answeré&dp,” the elders decided it was all right!

That's the thinking of asceticism. If you can just dgourself and keep yourself from enjoying life then youdl b
more spiritual. It's easier to deny the body than gipehe will. You can punish your body to the limit andl bve
your heart filled with all kinds of wickedness. All seeman-made forms of religion have the appearancésdbm.

Doesn't it just seem more spiritual to keep all thegesrand if you have all kinds of visions and if you denytalte
things, doesn’t that seem goddaul saysihey all have the same basic flaut. promotes haughtiness, man-made
religion and encourages spiritual competition, it yedties.

You start judging each other by things God never talked ab@atl, I've never ate raw meat.” ‘Oh yeah, well let
me tell you what | gave up.” ‘Well, let me tell you abailtthe rules | keepAnd we start judging each other on
things God never demanded, required or forbid. Your see theaarething innate in human nature. It’s all about
being part of an exclusive club. Doesn’'t matter whest you like to think you are in a special club, thagally hard
to get into.

Now what does that dorhese people were saying you're not full yet, wellegyou more to make you full. Paul
says,'the only thing they’re full of is prideand the irony of pride is, it's the core of all hunsamfulness. He says in
Colossians 2:23 “Even though they have the appearancesddmviwith their self-imposed worship and false
humility achieved by an unsparing treatment of the body sdom with no true value — they in reality result in
fleshly indulgence”.

All this man-made religion stuff really does is prompidging. It doesn’t make the body more loving, it doesn’t
make the body more unified. The only more it does isene®re sin, it promotes haughtiness without promoting
holiness Colossians 2:23 says, “but in fact they have no value dgatisndulgence.”
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Man-made religion is morally impotent because an agleapproach can never change our internal bent. Acarlk
change temporarily what | do, but it cannot change hdra. There is only one path to real holiness, Chnigbu as
Paul said back iolossians 1:27

Religion tries to work from the outside in, God worksnfrthe inside out through the gift of his indwelling spoffit
Christ. Galatians 5:16 “Live by the Spirit, | say, and do not gydtie desires of the fleshJésus said the Holy Spirit
is a river of Living Water and when the Holy Spiritnees into your life. God from the inside out begins to dmek
in you and clean you up, that religion form the outsidean never dd2 Corinthians 3:17 “The Lord is the Spirit
who gives them life, and where he is there is freedom trying to be saved by keeping the laws of God".

The way to God to make people spiritual is slower and iereid&n the way of man. You take a brand new Christia
and you give him some rules and stuff to do and stuffmevéo. God’s way is so much slower and messier, God’.
way you walk by the power of the Holy Spiflow which way makes people more spiritu@lat's what you have

to decide.

The really spiritual man isn’'t the person who gave up dhisaw that or knows Gabriel on first name teithe

really spiritual person is the person who practicee lnd joy and peace and patience and kindness and goodnes
and gentleness and self-control, the fruit of the Sfihere is only one way the fruit of the Spirit Midke over your
life and that is when the fruit of the Spirit takegpyour life and you walk by him.

Is Jesus a guest in your life or does He live thevb@n Jesus isn’t just a guest you invite occasionally onaday
week. When He becomes a permanent resident in yourdrehyou start letting Him take over. Then God starts t
do a work in you and change you into the person you ahneglly wanted to be. That’s what spirituality is &all
said Jesus starts to live in your house and takes ovelifgwou don’t need or have room for anything more.

The path to spirituality is to learn to live dependent dnst. He's the head, these other forms are discouvitbdn
you stay connected to Christ you will grow stronger in yaih, He is totally capable of keeping you spiritualli}.fu
He really is your all in all.

What Paul is saying, if man-made religion is so empty do you still let people intimidate yolY®u've been there,
you’ve had someone get in your face and try to tell you,didn’'t measure up as a Christian because you didnit d
their way. Paul says don't let anybody disqualify yowy'diet any anybody judge you.

Now how can | obey thatZan’t stop you judging me, that’s not what he meananit stop you from judging me
but | can stop being intimidated by your judgements. Weeataourselves be intimidated by spiritual bullies. They
come with all different kinds of agendas, all diffarkimds of theology. But they will get in your face, i@fling you
what you ought to be doing if you were a real Christiaththry will try to intimidate you.

They will tell you if you were really a Christian yowould only use &ing James Versioof the Bible. If you were
really a Christian you would only use one cup for communibyou were really a Christian you would speak in
tongues. The list is always different, some will berte right theologically, some will be to the lefidasome you
don’'t know what planet they're on!

And the people who suffer the most at the hands sEtbellies are preacheie phone goes one night, the
preacher picks it up, it's the supporting congregatiball me brother,’asks the callef\WWhat do you think of
Romans 14:5Preacher gives him an honest answer. Then the salst'You had a thousand pounds a month in
support, you've just lost a thousand pounds a month in support.

Just like that, without any thought for the man’s welhigehis family or financial commitments. That’s howkfe
some bullies can be with preachers. But the poinbusshouldn’t let yourself get intimidated by these peojutel if
you examine closely the lives of all these bullies) pegin to realise they're not too holy either. Andrnveed to
learn to stop letting bullies intimidate us.

You've given your life over to Jesus and you might nogverything God wants you to be. But you are a lot more
like Christ than you used to be and you should be convineg¢d tfou stay obsessed with and possessed by Chris
you will be OK. You can judge me all you want, but whati gannot do anymore is intimidate me. | don’t need mc
than Christ to be a Spiritual man, what | need to do Ist Christ have more of me, and so do you.



