“Be strong in His mighty power.”

One bright, beautiful Sunday morning, everyone in a tiligge wakes up early and goes to their local church.
Before the service starts, the townspeople sit im gewvs and talk about their lives and their familiesd&enly, at

the altar, Satan appears! Everyone starts screamthguaning for the front entrance, trampling each other i the
determined efforts to get away from Evil Incarnate. Soeery®ne is evacuated from the church except for one ol
man, who sat calmly in his pew, seemingly oblivious tofélee that God’s ultimate enemy is in his presence. This
confuses Satan a bit and so he walks up to the man and-saysion’t you know who | am?The man saysyep,
sure do.'Satan saysWVell, aren’t you afraid of me?The man saysNope, sure ain’t. Satan, troubled, saysnd

why aren’t you afraid of meThe man saysWell, I've been married to your sister for 25 years.’

And I’'m wondering if you would recognise Satan if he shdwp in your life?The apostle Paul began this wonderft
letter to the Ephesians by reminding them that beforereation of the world, God established His plan tatr a
single new human race through the death and resurredtimsus Christ.

He then when on to remind themEphesians #hat God completed that plan through Christ and nowealple,
which includes the Gentiles are united in peace and unity @idest. InEphesians Be talked about how they
should develop that unity with love for one another andhé way they live. litphesians #e wrote about how God
has gifted and equipped the church to help develop that @ity grow to maturity in Christ. And Bphesians 5
Paul encourages us to strive for that unity as a churathvitiwolves not just unity in a group, but also unity in our
personal relationships.

In other words Paul was urging the church to be united, bedueven in the midst of diversitfnd wouldn'’t it be a
wonderful testimony to the world if we could only be unéfouldn’t it be so uplifting if the world knew we were
Christians simply because of our love for one an@ther

Paul is talking about the ideal which all Christiansudtistrive for but as we ent&phesians ®aul is going to talk
about the reality. He’s going to bring us back down to plaagh with a thud and that’s because just like us, Paul
lived in the real worldAnd what is the world in which we live inPs a fallen world, a world full of sin and a world
that’s opposed to God.

That's why Paul prayed iBphesians 3:14-19 “For this reason | kneel before the IFd&ttie whom every family in
heaven and on earth derives its nahpgay that out of his glorious riches he may strengtlmnwith power through
his Spirit in your inner beingso that Christ may dwell in your hearts through fafhd | pray that you, being rooted
and established in lovejay have power, together with all the Lord’s holy pepfgegrasp how wide and long and
high and deep is the love of Chriahd to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that yolbeélfed to the
measure of all the fullness of God.”

He prayed that prayer because he knew how difficuwig going to be for the church to achieve that goahiy

and faithfulness. And if we are to be honest with oursedgea church, we would soon realise that it is s tiear
reach that goal, never mind maintain it. And that’'salose the church is made up of people, people with different
backgrounds, personalities, cultures and sometimes peaptaong with their religious baggage.

When | was in the US last year | spoke to a numbeeople who were worried about the threat of
denominationalism. Now my response to that, is that deratimnalism isn’t our biggest threat, the biggest threat i
from within the church itself.

Yes Paul says ikphesians 6:16 “Take up the shield of faith, with which youecdinguish all the flaming arrows of
the evil one.”But let me tell you loved ones, the arrows which Sétas from the inside do a lot more damage thar
the ones he fires at us from the outside.

The true threat is that we all face opposition frdmgpiritual forces around us. And until we admit thahes us
are weak, until we admit that each of us finds it harfilly obey God at times, even when we try our bgstil we
admit that we really are involved in spiritual warfared we have an enemy who doesn’t want unity but division.
Until we admit these things are real and a real daoggretchurch and ourselves as individuals, we will neger b
able to achieve that goal of unity.
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Paul began his letter by writing ifphesians 1:1 “To God'’s holy people in Ephesus, the taiiffChrist Jesus.Did
you know that at this very moment you are in two platdbe same time¥You are here physically in Liverpool but
spiritually you are in Christ.

Ephesians 1:3 “Praise be to the God and Father of our Leud @Grist, who has blessed us in the heavenly realm
with every spiritual blessing in ChristSo how do we know that there is a heavenly or spirfeeEm?Some people
say, if they cannot see it, they can't believe in it.

Many people including Christians don’t want to deal withaald they cannot see because they struggle enough ir
the world they can see. But loved ones, before weatkmmbout spiritual warfare, we first need to belidw the
heavenly realms existVe treat the spiritual side of Christianity like theldhwho goes to bed at night. They get intc
bed and close their eyes, they cover their headsanbllnket thinking that no one can see thBut.loved ones, just
because we can'’t see the heavenly realms doesn’'t méaesih’t exist.

You may remember what happened onitie March 2011 The nuclear plant @&ukushimehad a major breakdown
and there was radioactive gases leaking into the atmospNow the gases didn’t give off any smell and you
couldn’t visibly see the gas with the naked eye. The cagnp@d to cover up the incident, but people were dying,
people were being diagnosed with cancer and other |éatdming diseases ahf0,000 peoplended up fleeing
from their homes.

Now my point is this, if you choose to ignore the itgaif the heavenly realms just because you can’ttseesmell

it, you do so at your own peaHow else can you explain why so many people are confused &lrist in the world
today? How else can you explain why so many Christigie Wwith each other? How else can you explain why the
are so many people angry with a God they don’t evenveeiie?

Christian you are at war, it's a spiritual war and wlgeu became a Christian you signed up for spiritualaverf
against our enemy the devil. And let me tell you loved othese’s not going to be any peace talks, so we neled to
ready to fight and defend ourselves and our unity.

Peter tells us il Peter 5:8+9 “Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemyéld prowls around like a roaring lion
looking for someone to devouResist him, standing firm in the faith, because you ktitat/the family of believers
throughout the world is undergoing the same kind of suffstf

Paul tells us irfEphesians 6:12 “For our struggle is not against flesh and Wob@gainst the rulers, against the
authorities, against the powers of this dark world and agdiespiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.

Our theme issoldiers of Christ arise maybe the theme should seldiers of Christ awakéVake up Christian and
do what our commanding officer Jesus asked us to do, fightdBasih’t go into detail about who these evil forces
are, but he does warn us of their evil intentions. Mgt to frustrate God'’s plans, if God’s plan is for umitgong
His people, then they want to do whatever they caratse division.

God, through the death of Jesus Christ, broke down tdirdy wall of hostility between all people regardle$s o
gender, age, race, or culture but the devil and his agerttyiaggto raise them up again. God wants His church to
live together in harmony and in purity but the devil and enés want to make sure that won't happen.

And so we must fight, we must never stop fighting tdémptation to sin and never stop fighting for unitys Ve fail
sometimes, yes we let God down sometimes, and yesatth@ will hate us but don’t stop fighting. Because tiahf
has been going on even before the creation of thielwor

Isaiah 14:12-14 “How you have fallen from heaven, morning star of the dawn! You have been cast down to the
earth, you who once laid low the nations! You saidaaryheart, “I will ascend to the heavens; | will raimsg throne
above the stars of God; | will sit enthroned on tleint of assembly, on the utmost heights of Mount Zaphwuil
ascend above the tops of the cloddsill make myself like the Most High

While this passage is referring specifically to the kin@albylon, it also a reference to the spiritual powénrimsk
this king, namely, Sataio you remember what Satan said to Eve in the garden?
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Genesis 3:4+5 “You will not certainly die,” the serpeaitigo the woman. “For God knows that when you eatfito
your eyes will be opened, agdu will be like God knowing good and evil.The point I'm trying to make is that this
spiritual battle is going to keep on going until our Lord andda Jesus Christ comes back to take us home. Thel
are rulers and authorities; there are cosmic powewsit in this present darkness.

They have a certain power in this created world that hgshitbeen taken away from them. Christ has won the
victory but they continue to fight, and will continuedo so with more and more desperation, until the lastiday
other words, the reality is that we’re opposed by tlidtspl forces of evil, whose desire is to conquer us, usleand
ultimately lead us astray from following the Christ.

Now remember what Jesus said to the Pharisees conc#raidgvil inJohn 8 John 8:44 “You belong to your
father, the devil, and you want to carry out your fathdgsires. He was a murderer from the beginning, ndingpl
to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When ies,| he speaks his native language, for he is a liarmeniather of
lies.”

The devil is the father of lies, he did it with Evetle garden and he’s still doing it today. Paul says@orinthians
11:14 “For Satan himself masquerades as an angel of ligtdther words, if one strategy isn’'t working on us, lhe'l
try another. And of course one of his greatest stragdgithis day and age is to convince people that he dezem
exist. And so if you don't believe in the devil, you wolpé& worried about his lies and temptationsl you? Don’t

be fooled loved ones, the devil is real, all you havéai@s look at what’'s happening in the world today, or deek
at what’'s happened and continues to happen within the Lcndih today.

Now let’s address our text for toddyphesians 6:10 “Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his tyigbwer.”

| love that story about the young man who is watchingdvusdrite TV show one night when his younger sister
comes in and switches channels. He said to'\lwaat makes you think that you can just come in heresarnth
channels?She lifted up her hand and sdithese five fingers are nothing when they are opened, behwhey come
together they are a powerful weapon to behdid.which the young man submitted and let her watch whathe
wanted.

| believe that one of the main reasons so many tdnsfail and fall away is because they are tryinggbtfon their
own. Some Christians are so confident in themsehagsthey don’t bother to ask God for His help. They asstume
that they can go through life victorious over all thapéations that the devil throws at them. And there drerot
Christians who are still asleep and don’t participat&ééndattle. And some Christians spend too much time in the
world and not enough time in the Lord.

You see, Paul says we arélie strong in the Lord and His mighty powaNhat comes to you mind when you read
those words®PIl tell you what comes to my mind, | can’t fight thigght on my own. The power and strength | need
to fight this fight can only come when | realise titas God who is the source of that strength and power.

Remember what Jesus saidlohn 15:1-5 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the garddaeruts off every

branch in me that bears no fruit, while every brathah does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be exere fruitful.
You are already clean because of the word | have sgokgu.Remain in me, as | also remain in you. No branch
can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vineitNer can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. “ltaevine;
you are the branches. If you remain in me and | in you,will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.

Jesus says, apart from Him we can accomplish nothiall #tyou’re trying to fight the good fight against the
spiritual forces of darkness on your own, Jesus sayseybker a branch which has been cut off from the vine.ilBut
you’re fighting whilst staying close to the Lord, therdavill help you fight.

Philippians 4:13 “I can do all this through him who gives me gtreh2 Corinthians 12:9 “My grace is sufficient for
you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Theeelffovill boast all the more gladly about my weaknssse
that Christ’'s power may rest on me.”

You see loved ones, as human beings we get tired valy @ad very quickly but the Lord’s mighty power is
infinite.



4

It was by His own strength that He not only createchd@vens and the earth, but caused the mountains to tremb!
and the rocks to melt. It was God’s own strength thatelback the River Jordan, the cedars of Lebanon to be
broken in pieces, and the forests to be stripped bare.

Paul wrote earlier ilEphesians 1:2@ was His strength that caused Jesus to be raisedifimdead. He also said in
Ephesians 2:1-# was by His strength that all Christians were mdoke after being dead in sin. Paul is sayiig,
want to encourage you all to find your source of powererlLitrd and in the strength of His might.’

Paul is not dealing with some fancy ideas here, he’srapaiith the power of God which has been demonstrated
time and time again throughout history. In the Old Testdnvehenever God promised the children of Israel that H
would perform a marvellous work, He would remind them efgheat and mighty power He displayed when He
delivered them from their Egyptian bondage.

Exodus 32:11 “But Moses sought the favour of the LORD his G@RD,” he said, “why should your anger burn
against your people, whom you brought out of Egypt with gyeater and a mighty hand?”

Deuteronomy 4:34 “Has any god ever tried to take for himsafr@tion out of another nation, by testings, by sign:
and wonders, by war, by a mighty hand and an outstretchedaby great and awesome deeds, like all the things
the LORD your God did for you in Egypt before your vergs3/

Whenever Israel faced oppression, perilous times, ar @veihilation, God would remind them of how He delivere
them from Pharaoh and their Egyptian bondage. In etbeds, Israel could count on God to step-in on their behal
and every time they forgot that, God would remind theoeagain.

Up to the Exodus, God was known as the God of Abralssac and Jacob but after the Exodus God was known |
the Lord your God who brought you out of Egypt with Higlmy hand. And so in effect that deliverance from Egyj
through God’s mighty power was to stand almost as ahpesuk for generations to come.

But what is the benchmark in the New Testam&amans 1:2-4 “The gospel he promised beforehand through hi:
prophets in the Holy Scripturesgarding his Son, who as to his earthly life was a desoenfi®avid,and who
through the Spirit of holiness was appointed the Son ofiGpdwer by his resurrection from the dead: Jesus Chri
our Lord.”

The new benchmark in the New Testament is the resiomenf Jesus the ChrisAnd how often should we
remember this new benchmark®ery Lord’s Day, that’'s why we partake in the Lord’s Supperemember the
death and resurrection of Christ. In other words, bedaaskhas the strength and might to raise Jesus fremetad,
He certainly has the strength and might to help us irspuitual battle. You see loved ones, God wants us to be
strong in Him because we are in a spiritual battlersgjaine powerful forces of darkness and we can’t wioum
own.

| remember being told a story about a boxer who was gdigaten up pretty badly in the ring and when the bell
went, he said to his trainem getting killed out there, please throw in the kv His trainer saidioh no you're
doing great, that guy is hardly hitting yo'o which the boxer saidyell can you keep an eye on the referee becat
someone is hitting me hard out there.’

We're fighting against things we can’t see and don'’t raallgerstand. Let’s look &phesians 6:1again“For our
struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against thesyalgainst the authorities, against the powers of thiks dar
world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the hegveealms.”

The battles we face every day comes at us in diffevags. Some Christians struggle against sexual tempjatio
serious iliness. Some Christians struggle against thefasfved one or being hated by others. Some Chisstia
struggle against covetousness, or addictions like alcdhads or pornography. Some Christians struggle against
things like pride or their temper.

Now please don’'t misunderstand me here, I'm not sayiaigthie devil makes you sick or makes you steal food frol
a shop. But what | am saying is that there are spirfitmeés which are ready to tempt you to do these thihgy,dre
ready to catch us out in our moments of weakn&4s.? Because they want you to fall, they want you leavasChr
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Satan and his followers are trying to steal your joy and gffectiveness as a witness for Christ but remehiegr
can’t steal your salvation. That's why we have thenetlof salvation, the reassurance in our minds thasaluation
is secure. And so when Paul talks ab&at strong in the Lord and in His mighty powehe knew exactly what he
was talking about.

Remember what he wrote backiphesians 3Ephesians 3:20 “Now to him who is able to do immeasurablg mor
than all we ask or imagine, according to his power thait vgork within us."Where is that power supposed to be at
work?In us! That's why James could writedames 4:7 “Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist thé dedihe

will flee from you.” Now we've all pictured ourselves running away from Sabahhave you ever pictured Satan
running away from us®ames says that all Christians have got the poweak® that happen.

Loved ones, being strong in the Lord is the only way ydluewer be able to resist the devil. We're not fightfral
old men who have physical or mental difficulties, wdighting an innumerable host of fallen angels. Theythe
ones who are in control of the world of ignoranee, and sadness. And when we fight, we must be strotigein
Lord and fight the battle with spiritual weapons. L&t show you three examples about what I'm talking abom
the Old Testament.

Now we all know according t& Chronicles 9:22-2¢that Solomon who was the wisest of all men, had gveatth

and great power. We also know accordingudges 15:1andJudges 16:3that Samson was the strongest of all me
and he killed 1000 men with the jawbone of a donkey andgped a temple with his own hands. We also know
that David was gifted with devotion and he loved the Laovd pursued to honour and glorify God as we can read |
many of thePsalms

Now what's my pointMy point is that even though that all three men wéeng and had great power, they all fell.
All three fell, despite of their own strengths, tlvesre no match for the schemes of the Devil. Satahisi evil plan
led Solomon to marry many foreign women and through thefelhto the temptation to serve false gods accordin
to 1 Kings 11:1-3 Samson, as strong as he was, was unable to resmrdistence of a woman. Delilah hounded
him into telling the secret of his strength, and througtbb@mayal, he ultimately fell according fodges 16:19

David also fell into the temptation of lust, then adwyltéhen murder as you can read for yourself faamuel 11:11-
27.

Loved onesare we any stronger than Solomon, Samson or D&Vl Peed to rely on God’s power alone, but we
also need to put on the armour of God so we can stanafirselves. Now notice that the instruction istend it's
the Greek wordhistemi’. Now this is an interesting word because Paul usasphesians 6:11+13+1And it
implies that the battle we are engaged in, isn't Hebathere we’re on the attack but rather the imagkatdf a
siege, where we're defending a position.

And so Paul is saying that the church is under attack fremtitside and our task is to defend the church from tha
attack. In other words we are to stand firm so the atta®t get in and cause mayhem in our midst. We're being
attacked on all sides by those who want to shake otrrdad confidence in Christ Jesus.

But whose strength and mighty power are we supposed tomety fight this battle®od’s strength, God’s mighty
power, not our own. And it’s only when we totally relyldis strength and in His mighty power can any of us truly
stand firm.

Now the good news is that God knows when we engage ibdttise we are going to need weapons and so He eqL
us with everything we need and moEghesians 6:11 “Put on the full armour of God, so thatgan take your stand
against the devil's scheme®Now I’'m not going to deal with each element of the aaimbecause someone else will
be teaching on them. But the armour Paul is talking abaiitjust any armour, its God’s armour.

It's a bit like the ritual that’s gone through beforele@ommonwealth or Olympic games where all the athlgtes
and get measured up for their uniforms. They don’t wear ¢tlven, or their local club’s or their counties uniform,
they’re provided with a new uniform that identifies thenBaitish athletes.

And it's the same with us, we don’t stand in our owergjth, nor do we wear our own uniforms.
Rather we wear the uniform, the armour that God provtties both carries the power of God, and identifiessus a
part of God’s team.
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Now | mentioned that God equips us with every spirtusdpon we will ever need but we also need to remember
that He provides so much more for our battle. When wairdying with people, we’re very good at pointing out to
them thatActs 2:38says,‘Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the nardesofs Christ for the forgiveness
of your sins.”

Bot loved ones we are not giving the potential Christianrealy by missing out the rest of that versets 2:38
“Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the nardesais Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And yitlu w
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit¥We're given the gift of Holy Spirit Himself because dsknew we were going to
need all the help we can get to fight this spiritual eattl

The Holy Spirit wants to help us produce evidence thastieing is us.Galatians 5:22-26 “But the fruit of the Spirit
is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodratdsulnessgentleness and self-control. Against such things
there is no law. Those who belong to Christ Jesus tramified the flesh with its passions and desig#sce we live
by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Splrét us not become conceited, provoking and envying each oflife.”
Holy Spirit wants to us look like Jesus, sound like Jesulsact like Jesus and He wants to help us in our spiritual
battle against these evil forces.

Romans 8:26+27 “In the same way, the Spirit helps us inveakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for
but the Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordigesins And he who searches our hearts knows the mind o
the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for Godipfeein accordance with the will of Godl'he Holy Spirit wants

to help us when we are weak and tired and He will speaksfarhen we don’t know what to say to God in prayer.

In Revelation 2+3vhen Jesus writes to the seven churches of AsiarViliesus says at the end of each letter,
“Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit &atfse churches’'wonder what the Holy Spirit says to us
today?l believe if the Holy Spirit was to write a letterthe churches today, he would say three thihgBelieve in
Me. 2. Use Me 3. Let Me use you.

So not only do we have the full armour of God, and thly Bpirit to help us in this battle, we also have the
assistance of angels, which is almost always ignoredeniooked. We're going through a study of Bwok of
Hebrewsat the moment at Great Barr and we’ve spent a lomaf discussing angels.

And it's amazing how active these spiritual messengave been throughout the entire Bible and how even today
they are still very activeAnd how do | know they are still very active todaye Hebrew writer asks the question in
Hebrews 1:14 “Are not all angels ministering spiritstderserve those who will inherit salvationPhis verse

reveals their ministry to be two-fold. They am@nistering spirits; sent forth to servéhose who will inherit
salvation.'They are alstserving spirits’'which speaks of their service to God Himself. The wadrakonia’ which is
renderedto serve, describes the nature of their service to believers.

But who are they serving loved onéddtey are servinghose who will inherit salvation’and that means you and me
Do | believe in guardian angel¥®s | do. And if you ask | can recognize guardian ange? | answer, no. But
that’s not a problem for me, after all, on severabstons Abraham in the Old Testament and Peter iN¢he
Testament did not recognize them either.

In any case, the recognition of God’s children is theobline angel, since he is to minister for those wiibimherit
salvation. It is not necessary for me to be able togieize him, but he is commissioned to recognize me.

How do the angels go about their woild?at is for them to know but we, just like what we hevdo concerning the
spiritual realms, are to have faith in their existeand in our heavenly Father’s promised care for His people

We see an example of their work after Jesus wagdritusph warfare with Satan iMatthew 4

Matthew 4:11 “Then the devil left him, and angels came #ethi@ded him."Do you not believe the words d@hnson
Oatman, Jrwho wrote the hymrcount your blessing® The last stanza saySp, amid the conflict whether great or
small, Do not be disheartened, God is over all; Cgaat many blessings, angels will attend, Help and comfoet gi
you to your journey’s endIf you don't believe in angels or that they are noivaty trying to help you get to
heaventhen why do you sing the song?
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So not only do we have the full armour of God, and thly Bpirit and the assistance of angels, to help us $n thi
battle, we also have the example of others who hagadt fought this fight in faith. Ihlebrews 1iwe have that
long list of the faithful heroes who demonstrated hoviveoby faith.

And Hebrews 12:1-3ays, Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloutinafsses, let us throw off
everything that hinders and the sin that so easily emsfigjhg our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of
faith.” Who are those witnesses mentionedarse

They are all the people mentionedHabrews 11in other words these are all the people of old whahamace and
fought the good fight. Think of the Olympics, and a hugdista, think of the audience as those who have already
run the race, think of them in the heavenly placesguséring us on.

Their faithfulness is our encouragement because theyatdzdo run the race and finish. And remember the whole
object of running a race is to finish the ratevasJohn Stephen Akhwawho fell badly wounding his knee and
dislocated that joint plus his shoulder hit hard agairespdvement whilst running the marathon inlthexico City
Olympicsin 1968 And despite everyone else finishing hours before hinkepéon going and when a reporter aske
him why, he famously repliedyly country did not send me here to start the racefdfinish it.’

And loved ones, God didn'’t just ask us to fight this figlethand run the race well, He asks us to run the rasadh

a way that you will be able to finish it. The Hebrewter says,Let us throw off everything that hindersThe

original runners in the Olympics were men only and tlagyraked, for the purpose of being lighter, so that nothin
would hinder their race whilst they were running.

So let me ask yowyhat things are weighing you down and keeping you from figtttie good fight? Is it because
you’re trying to go it alone without the help of God apport from other Christians? Or is it because you'gé lo
sight of Jesus?

The Hebrew writer also asks usteep our eyes fixed on JesuFhat wordfixing is the Greek worthphorao’

which literally means to glue. And so we are to glue our eyedesus, and don’t be distracted by looking anywhere
else. And you can ask any athlete and they will tell y@uliggest mistake they can make is take their eyeheoff
goal and look back when they're running. We keep our eyes dineliesus because He totally relied on His Father’
strength and mighty power.

| love that story about a Scotsman who went on adtdawerpool to get to America, the journey was going ke ta
three weeks. He went to his cabin and became hungry sartexistating the cheese and crackers which he took v
him for the journey. Well after a few days on the shgxause of the sea air, the crackers became salecteese
became hard. He popped his head out the cabin door and imehedmelled the aroma of the fine food which was
coming from the dining room.

One of the ship’s crew was walking past and he stopped ldreaad, listen I've got no money and I'm starving, Is
there any chance you can get me a small sandwiitle.crewman asked hinsgjr haven't you got a boarding pass?’
The man saidyes, here it is’ The crewman looked at the pass, smiled and ‘saidyou do know that all meals are
included in the price of the boarding pass!

Loved ones, God gives us everything we need to help us inunnel, and He helps us in so many ways to fight t
good fight when we are engaged in spiritual warfare. ¥gst the Lord and His strength and mighty power, we
have the Holy Spirit, and we have the Old Testamantssall cheering us on all the way to the goal. They ar
cheering us on sayingjou can do it, just like we did it, with God’s help.’

But are there any real signs in your life that coulddatt that you're not fighting this fight as well asiy@ould?

Well I've made a small list of some signs which migtiticate that you're not totally relying on God’s stggnand
in His mighty power. If prayer is just something you @easionallycould be it that you're relying on yourself
rather than on God? How often do you read your BiBle® when you dois it for information or transformation?
Maybe as a Christian you are so wrapped up in the preselat that thoughts of eternal things never enters your
mind.
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Another sign to indicate whether you're relying on yolirseon God is by the gathering of God’s people. It maybe
church meetings, fellowship meals, and they don’t moveaygunore and when a study or meeting or a meal is
advertised you’ve already made up your mind that you’renpsinterested in going.

What about your conscience? Does it cry out to you wheiire involved in some sin you know you shouldn’t be
involved in?If not, it might be a sign your trying to go it aloghat about when you're singing hymns or reading
the Scriptures? Do they excite you and move you in yoantP@®ne sure sign that you're not fighting this fight with
God’s help is when you see and hear of brothers orsisé@ising division within the church and it doesn’t bother
you.

Ask yourselfwhen was the last time you really felt God’s presang®ur life?If it's been a while that might be an
indication that your trying to go it alon&/hat about when the church advertises a special outrganhand they
want help? Do you offer your services to help the chuichsouls for Christ or leave them to it?

Loved ones, the list could go on and on and on but wiratriling to say is that we all need to wake up. We all nee
to wake up and realise that this is all very real and wesvktis very real because of what's going on around us.

You only have to watch the news and see it happeningetitbe world. You get twenty minutes of bad news, five
minutes of sport, one minute of slightly better newsfand minutes of weather.

Can't you see what’'s happening all around us? Can’t yothaeeven God’s people are still fighting and His churc
is still being divided? Can’t you see that people arkistiblved in sin and people are still dying? Can't you
understand that it is ultimately the devil and his follosweho are behind it all?

No wonder Paul encouragesGolossians 3:1-3 “Since, then, you have been raised witistCset your hearts on
things above, where Christ is, seated at the righd b&&God.Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things
For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ ind3Go

You see there is in a sense the church at the masnke a sleeping giant and Satan’s mottoeissleeping giants
lie’, but God wants that sleeping giant back up on its fael. @od sayswake up church, be strong in Him and in
His mighty power, put on His armounot just the parts we want to use when we’re despanat@eed to use it.

But wear it all, wear it all the time, because every afeour lives we are engaging in spiritual warfare . \irats us
stand, not sit on our morals, He wants us to standsarstdength and in His mighty power, not on our doctrine.
Because you can be many things Christian but a strongti@hryou will never be, if you rely on anything else othe
than God.

James 5:17+18 “Elijah was a human being, even as we anaralyled earnestly that it would not rain, and it did not
rain on the land for three and a half ye&gain he prayed, and the heavens gave rain, and the eadticpdits
crops.”

Loved ones, pray for God’s strength and rely on His tgigbwer, just like Elijah did. Read your Bible daily and
allow it to transform your life. Keep your mind focusedtbe goal of heaven. Get involved in church life and meet
with other Christians as much as you can. Sing hymnstherheart and be encouraged by them. When you hear
church fights and divisions don’t grumble about it, prayulitcand try and support some unity again.

Let me encourage you and leave you with the words oirgy aigan who knew exactly what it was like to be engagt
in this spiritual warfare. And | pray that we too, eack every one of can say these words with Paul one day
2 Timothy 4:7 “I have fought the good fight, | have finishied tace, | have kept the faith.”



