‘An answer for your guilt’

| hear a story about a 16-year-old girl who was gettiagydor her 1st date. The doorbell rang and her parents
answered the door and there stood a guy, probably in his earld@dsd long stringy hair, his body was covered i
tattoos and where there wasn'’t a tattoo there was apgiedyng. Her parents became quiet nervous and thegdpull
there little daughter aside and saidarling, we are a little nervous about this date of ydughe said;\WWhy mum,
why dad!” They said,'"Well we are just concerned that he might not be vécg.” And she turned and looked at him
and said;If he wasn't nice, would he be doing 5000 hours of commumityise!”

You see the world is full of people who are quick to make jodggs. Accusation is a skill that most people have
mastered well. And since everybody in this room has &tfall of regrets, there’s never going to be a slyariaf
accusers around. We've all been on the guilt trip. M&gnvar pushed along the way by accusers. The problem wi
the guilt trip is that it is a dead end. It's not how Gaended us to live.

When we read isenesighat God made the man and woman, he actually crda¢edand they initially lived naked.
And the Bible says;They didn’t feel any shameAnd you need to understand that shame is not a part ofeow
designed to live by God. It wasn't his ideal for us, butagohiow soon accusation entered the human situatian afte
sinned entered. As soon as sin entered into the human tbte spirit of accusation followed and we all bega
pointing our fingers at each other.

Now the only way | know to stop taking the guilt tripgasstart following Jesus. Because he has the only woatl$ th
know that can silence even your worst accusers.

Let's read a story about that,John 8:2-11 “At dawn he appeared again in the temple couresewall the people
gathered around him, and he sat down to teach them. Tinetead the law and the Pharisees brought in a womal
caught in adultery. They made her stand before the gralipaash to Jesus, "Teacher, this woman was caught in tf
act of adultery. In the Law Moses commanded us to stocie women. Now what do you say?" They were using tl
guestion as a trap, in order to have a basis for acchsm@ut Jesus bent down and started to write on the groun
with his finger. When they kept on questioning him, he sttaiged up and said to them, "If any one of you is
without sin, let him be the first to throw a stone @t'hAgain he stooped down and wrote on the ground. At this,
those who heard began to go away one at a time, dke ahes first, until only Jesus was left, with thenao still
standing there. Jesus straightened up and asked her, NMatmere are they? Has no one condemned you?" "No
one, sir," she said. "Then neither do | condemn yastis declared. "Go now and leave your life of sin."

| think theKing James Versioputs that story in these word&oman where are those accusers of you¥aili see if
God doesn’'t want us living with shanteen who doesWe have all been there. You know that some people have
become experts at shaming us with accusation becausmayvkate to admit this but we know, don’t we husbands
and wives, fathers and mothers that shame is a powefuto control people and to manipulate them.

And so we know how to shame each other and the trutieahatter is we have often become experts at accusing
ourselves. Nobody shames me more than | heap shamgseif.rBut | want you to know that behind all of the guil
and the shame, others have put on you or that you haws yourself, stands Satan. The one Batelation 12:10
calls,“The accuser of the brethren, who accuses them nightiay”

In other words Satan is behind you and accusation. Satda ywanto be like this woman. Embarrassed and ashan
in the course of condemnation. And like her, our acknowlkdget leaves us powerless to silence our accusers.
What am | going to say when my accusers point out mylsiafi’t even silence my own conscience. We have all
stood where she stood. And even though we have asked Godit@ fus, the charges of our accusers still ring in o
ears.

Now this is not from God. When the memory and the p&m sin in your past keeps coming up, and keeps haunti
you and keeps weighing you down, that’s not from God. Thattifrom God because God is not going to haunt yc
with something that he has already forgiven. It's ecagnfrom somewhere else. Our memories and our emotions,
make us vulnerable to assaults from the accuser.

This happens to all of us. You can be taking a shower, drivimg dloe road in your car; you could be cooking your
dinner. And suddenly you are overwhelmed the painful membtlyings in your past, things that you want tom put
back in that closet but they come out again and yowafdemed.
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Now why does Satan bother to accuBe@ause | want you to know that accusation cannottaftes standing with
God. If you're standing in Jesus Christ and you're sagetbeen forgiven, Satan can accuse all he wantohuey
relationship to God hasn’t changed. But | want you to utaielssomething about Satan. He accuses not because
believes he can steel your salvation. He accuses adémms because he knows he can steel your joy and your
effectiveness as a witness.

| remember one time | was eating a meal and spilleéé8ong on my shirt but my wife assured me that she could
probably get it out. So she soaked it and did all the thimgisshe knows to do. And when she is through she gave
that shirt back, it was almost invisible. You would rg&lhve to strain your eyes up close to barley makeheut t
circle of where that stain was. And people would lobthat shirt later and they wouldn’t even though theas &
stain there in the first place but | knew it was thémuld see that stain from 10 yards away, it was bagbadd and
ugly and that shirt stayed in the closet.

That’s what Satan is trying to do to you. Even though GedrMashed that stain away, Satan wants to“sagn still
see it, can't you see it? Everybody can seeBéc¢ause he wants you to stay in the closet. And thdiyshe accuses
and he’s not going to let upp why don’t we give up@/ell I want you to know something. You can’t silence your
accuser but Jesus can.

Did you notice how quickly Jesus moved in to shield this aztusoman from the accusing crowiffd he takes the
attention off of her and he puts the attention on himgéffich is exactly what he’s going to do when Satanses
you. Because if Satan is behind you in accusation, Jesetween you and condemnation. Now you might be
thinking to yourself,'Well her accusers spoke the trutihd aren’t shame and condemnation, the just consequen
of sin?Now this is very important. | want to realise that Jégsno intention of defending or excusing her sin. He
has no intention of excusing your sin.

He doesn’t even ask her side of the story. She musthaal/a side of the story, | want to know where the guyaw
can he not have been caught. But Jesus doesn’'t eveniggell that. So you askiHow can he show mercy thenf#’
this woman is justly condemnéapw can he show mercy to her without contradicting Gqubtice?

And the answer is, he can stand between her and condemibecause he was willing to pay her penalty. By his
work on the cross, Jesus has forever condemned tlitafspindemnation. And so this woman who came fully
expecting to meet a judge and deserving to meet a judge, lefifghawaviour. Because the Bible say&omans
8:1 “There is now no condemnation for those who afhnst Jesus.”

The question of the morning i&ill her story be your storyBecause there is really only one way to deal with
accusation and that is to understand and trust the gdspgls what we are going to take a few moments this
morning to do. | hoping this morning to help you understand thpadothe good news more clearly than you ever
have. Because if your going to be able to resist a gipicbndemnation and stand against a spirit of accusaoam,
going to have to know and believe with all your heartgbed news.

Let me put it to you if3 statements. 1. That forgiveness is available becagss ook my guilt and shame upon
himself.

You see condemnation does have grounds to assault usdSatahave conclusive evidence that we have violatec
God’s law. When he accuses us of sin, he is not lyings tte’ father of lies and he’s good at it but when ite®to
making a case against me as a sinner, he doesn’t needHe’figgot evidence, all that he can use. My defence
lawyer, the Lord Jesus Christ, he does not plead exieguatcumstances, he doesn’t argue for my innocence.

The good news is that Jesus substituted his own sirfledsrlimine and took upon himself everything my sins
deserveRomans 3:23-25 “Everyone has sinned and is far away from Gavdisg presence, but by the free gift of
God’s grace all are put right with him through Jesus Chili® set them free, God offered him so that by his blood
he should become the means by which peoples sins aneeforg

You see | want you to understand on the cross; Jesugveoikhing your sins deserved. Now when | say everythir
| mean more than just the penalty of death that yosrdeserve. Jesus took upon himself all the guilt andeall t
shame that your sin deserved. He took all of it. He sa@kything that is ugly and painful and shameful about youl
sin on himself on the cross.
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That’s something about the cross we really need to unddrstha Bible says iflebrews 12:2 “Let us fix our eyes
on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, whthéojoy set before him endured the cross, scorningass.”
You see one thing we have done, we have so centratisentdss, that we have emptied it of its shame. Nmowv y
might askwhat is more shameful than standing in a bed sheetaurt of men caught in adulteriPtell you, it's
hanging naked on a piece of wood in front of the worltht’s what the cross was.

The Living Bible says;He endured a shameful death on the cra¥sSus didn't just take your penalty for sin on the
cross with him; he took all the guilt and all the shaha ever needs to accompany your sin upon himself on the
cross. Now if that's what he did, Satan wants to colmegsand say;Yeh, he paid for your sin. Oh but the shame o
it, you’ll have to carry it forever.Don't let Jesus tell you, you own something if Jesus todkad'’s idea is till that
you live without shame.

Robert Brucgwho was thé&cottish leader of independenndhe 14th centurywas being chased by tBaglish

They sent his own bloodhounds on his trail. His servsaits“Were done for."But Brucesaid,“It's going to be
alright.” They ran into a forest arigfucefound a stream and so they jumped into it and started tp gloe stream.
When his own bloodhounds got to the stream, they lostelmisbecause the water had taken it away. And a fes de
later theScottish crowrwas onBruce’shead.

Now Satan wants to send the bloodhounds of condemrat@accusation on your trail. He wants them to follow
you all your life, barking and accusing and chasing. Beittlood of Jesus has washed that away. There’s no#ting
for them to follow. That is truth that you need toided today, not just nod your head to it but let youwrhbelieve

it. His blood doesn’t just wash away the record of gim it washes away the stain of your shame. Nwat/'s hard to
believe isn't it?

But mysecond poinabout the gospel is believable, becatisebased on his merit and not mine.

You see one-reason shame haunts us is that itrisgyle to accept the gospel of grace. That's why Christ@ns
just over 2000 years have been so vulnerable to legalisipelieving that we’ve got to do something to help God,
to make a deal with God, work out something so that wealeaerve this incredible deal that heaven keeps talking
about.

And | want to tell something loved ones. For just over 200rs/of Christian history, legalism and judgementalisi
have always gone together. Where there is a spilgigalism, I've got to earn my salvation; you will alwdiysl an
increased spirit of accusation.

What do people do who just can’t accept grddktell you what they do; they start to bargain witlo& don’t we?

Oh God if you could just forgive that one, | promisednt miss church again, even Thursday nights God, | promis
just take care of that one. God if you would cover updhat I'll even tech in Sunday school. And our favoui@e,
God, and | promise that I'll never, ever, ever do that again. And if we doyhat happens to the shame factor?

Now loved ones, you may not have seen yourself thisheaguse most of your life, maybe you’ve gone to church
you’ve been a descent moral person. But you've got ty@aself right now, like that woman, in that courvered

in a bed sheet. That's who you are. She did not hawéfemto make Jesus, and you don't either. You doneha
anything to offer God.

You've got one hope and that’s just to accept the dffer God made. Salvation isn’'t based on your ability to
improve yourself. It is based on the capacity of God &pHKas promise. It's based on my capacity to trust on the
merit of Jesus. The Bible sayskiphesians 1:7 “In him we have redemption through his bloodptbereness of
sins, in accordance with the riches of God's grace.”

Now | want you to understand that when | say salvatidree, | never ever mean that it's cheap. Thatsething

that a lot of people struggle wit. Campbell Morgartells a story about preaching one time and this miner cgme
after a sermon on grace and séidjat’s just too cheap, | just can't trust that.” Morgsd,“Were you in the mines
today?’He said,"Yes.” He said,"How did you get out?He said,"Well | came up the elevator shaftle said,

“How much do they charge you to ridg?e said,"They don’t charge anything, it’s freeHe said,"Oh so it cost
nothing to build that thing”He said,”"Oh no, the company spent&nd then it hit him; that because his ride was fre
didn’t mean it was cheap.
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And that’s whatViorgantried to explain to him and that’s what | hope you can unaedstoday. God paid the
greatest price in eternity to make you this offer. Andphee that God has paid is a rebuttal to which your accuser
has no answer. If salvation was up to me, guilt and shaould be my constant companion and the voice of
accusation would constantly ring in my ears. But itsupoto me, my hope is built on nothing less than Jesus bloot
and righteousness.

And thenfinally, it's reliable because it is given by the one vidhin authority.

| think my favourite part of this story is the way tleeasers back down in the presence of Jesus. Now it's agnazi
how many people are ready to accuse. You what Jesus taulist story is that there is a whole lot people \ah®
not qualified to condemn who are ready to dagiht? And the only man who ever lived who is qualified to
condemn, doesn't do it. He doesn’'t even accuse thearscili$e stands between me and condemnation.

And did you know that every time the accuser speaks aga@)slesus stands to defend me. He’s got something t
say that shuts the accuser up. The Bible saf®inans 8:34 “Who is he that condemns? Christ Jesus, wdfe die
more than that, who was raised to life--is at thitritand of God and is also interceding for (&atan says]'m
guilty.” Jesus saysit’s paid for.” Now whose testimony are you going let carry the mogghten your life?I've

got to tell you loved ones, | believe in letting Jesusehae floor when he stands to speak.

| heard about a student who was writing a paper on coofesssin. And he made a statement in there aboug if w
confess our sins, God moves to take away our guilt. Bigadof hitting thég” on his keyboard, he hit ttig”. And

it said,“God takes away our quiltFe got his paper back and he was amused at what his teacbeion the side,
“Fear not little one, you will not freeze, he givesamether comforter.”

God gives us a comforter. And one of the ministriehefHoly Spirit when the accusations and condemnasians
to come down is to remind us of what Christ has donesged to speak to our hearts the kinds of words thabthe s
speaks to the father.

Words likeHebrews 10:17 “Their sins and lawless acts | will rememibemore."Or maybe he whispers in your ear
from Psalm 103:12 “As far as the east is from the west,rdoafahe removed our transgressions from Qs fhaybe
the next time the spirit of accusation attacks yoyotf listen closely, the Holy Spirit will whisper tleesords from
Jesus:Neither do | condemn you, go your way and sin no more.”

| wonder when Jesus saitfyoman, where are your accusers, has no one condemo@tiAnd she said;No one
Lord.” I wonder maybe for thist timeshe included herself. He totally silenced her accuged.he wants to do the
same thing for you. The question\W8ho are you going to listen to?

| heard a story about a student who was taking a senioinyaacourse in logic. And this was famous for being a
very tough test. He said his teacher said before thieefwaan,“I'll tell you what, for your final exam, you can bring
to that test, anything you can put on one single sheed giafer.”So they crammed and they wrote as small as the
could, and they put all the notes they could on their p&beard that when it came to the day for the test, o
student walked in last with a black sheet of paper. He puttihe floor by his desk and in walked a graduate stude
and stood on the paper. And every time he got a questipstieaned over. | heard that he was the only one who
got an“A” on the final.

You see when that voice of accusation begins to fisifingers at you; you've got to askivho am | going to listen
to?” Who's got the answer for this spirit of condemna®iblere’s what | want you to think about as we close. hitwa
you to decide today that you are going to refuse tdé&tdice of accuser drown out the promise of a saviouant
you to say to yourself that you are not going to live yderih a closet. | want you to say that you are nohgao let
your life be weighed down by the shame that Jesus tobkhiwit to the cross. There is no condemnation forehos
who are in Christ Jesus.

I’m not really an emotional person but a few yeays bwas dealing with some shame issues. And one dayd bea
man preach on this very subject and read out the worlsarfig. Now | had never heard the song before but the
words go like this.

It happened so long ago, | cried out for mercy back theled the blood of Jesus, begged him to forgive my sin. B
| still can’t forget, it just won't go away, so | wemain, “Lord wash my sin; but this is all he’d sayWhat sin!
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What sin! Well that’s as far away as the east imftbe west, “What sin! What sin! It was gone the vemute you
confessed, buried in a sea of forgetfulness.

The heaviest load you'll carry is a load of guilt andrek. You were never meant to bare them, so let goem
Jesus name. Our God is slow to anger and quick to foogiveins, so him put them under the blood, don't bring
them up again, because he’ll just sdyhat sin!

Oh Lord, please deliver me, from my accusing memoryhiNgtmakes me weep this way, than when | hear you s;
“What sin! What sin!” That’s as far away as the esadtam the west, “What sin!” It was gone the veryate you
confessed. Buried in a sea of forgetfulness.”

If you want to get off the guilt trip, then you need to tgethe cross.



