‘An Abel speaker’

| would like to begin by reading some letters; you'vens®se booksChildren’s letters to GodThese are letters
written to God from children of 6-9 years old. Here amme of them | enjoyed.

Anita writes,'Dear God, is it true my father wont get into heavemei uses his football words in the house?’

Neil says,Dear God | went to this wedding, they kissed right iarch, is that OK?’

Joy says;Dear God thank you for the baby brother, but what y@dafor was a puppy.’

Tom says,Dear God, why is Sunday school on Sunday, | thought & sugpposed to be our day of rest?’

Bruce says:Dear God please send me a pony, | never asked for anyt#iogebyou can look it up.’

Sam saysDear God | want to be just like my daddy when | grnopvbut not with so much hair all over.’

Dona saysDear God, we read Thomas Edison made light, but umaththey said that you did it, so | bet he stole
your idea.’

Then | chose these last 2 for a reason,

Mary says,Dear God, | bet it very hard for you to love all of eyeody in the whole world, there are only 4 people
in our family and | can’'t do it.’

And John saidDear God maybe Cain and Abel would not kill each other gsomif they had their own rooms, it
works with my brother.’

In Genesis 3ve find that sin entered the world and it separated noan God. And what we are going to see today
Genesis 4s that sin quickly begins to separate man from highlieroWe are going to look at the very first family
feud. | think we will find that this story still has gotad to say today.

Please turn your Bibles t6enesis 4:1-16 ‘Adam lay with his wife Eve, and she beganegnant and gave birth to
Cain. She said, ‘With the help of the LORD | haveugiat forth a man.’ Later she gave birth to his brothen.Abe
Now Abel kept flocks, and Cain worked the soil. In tharse of time Cain brought some of the fruits of thea®

an offering to the LORD. But Abel brought fat portidrem some of the firstborn of his flock. The LORD kel

with favour on Abel and his offering, but on Cain anddifering he did not look with favour. So, Cain was very
angry, and his face was downcast. Then the LORD sd&aitg ‘Why are you angry? Why is your face downcast?
you do what is right, will you not be accepted? But ifl yio not do what is right, sin is crouching at your door; it
desires to have you, but you must master it.” Now Gaid to his brother Abel, ‘Let’s go out to the field.’ dAwhile
they were in the field, Cain attacked his brother Alpel killed him. Then the LORD said to Cain, ‘Where is your
brother Abel?’ ‘| don’t know,” he replied. ‘Am | my btioer’s keeper?’ The LORD said, ‘What have you done?
Listen! Your brother’s blood cries out to me from the gehudow you are under a curse and driven from the groul
which opened its mouth to receive your brother's blood froan hand. When you work the ground, it will no longe
yield its crops for you. Yowill be a restless wanderer on the earth.” Caid sathe LORD, ‘My punishment is more
than | can bear. Today you are driving me from the lamdl,| avill be hidden from your presence; | will be a ress|
wanderer on the earth, and whoever finds me will kdl'But the LORD said to him, ‘Not so; if anyone killsi@,

he will suffer vengeance seven times over.” TherL.tO&D put a mark on Cain so that no one who found himlavou
kill him. So, Cain went out from the Lord's presence lared in the land of Nod, east of Eden.’

The reason | chose this story is because it speaks @fways all men must choo§&enesis 4locuments the
assertion that was made by God back@énesis 3that there would be enmity between the offspring oktrpent
and the offspring of the woman. And it didn’t take longtfeat enmity to show up, and Cain and Abel are going to
viewed in Scripture as the prototype of the 2 races.

We divide men up into black and white, male and femaleGaid.only sees 2 kinds of people, lost people and four
people, saved people, unsaved people, saints, aints. Clufdiel, children of Cain.

Now no child ever entered this world with a greater measihepe than Cain. | believe that Adam and Eve saw
him, as the head crusher that God had promised would comeh&r seed. Remember they have never gone throl
pregnancy before; it's a totally new experience fonth&od has promised that from your seed there is goibg to
somebody that is going to crush Satan’s head. Her ladyg shanging, she is going through all kinds of feelstgs
never had before, then she delivers a baby, somethingasatever been done before.

And she says on the day that boy is b@@uianah’or ‘acquired: That's what she named that baby. The idea was,
‘here he is’'or ‘I've gotten him'. In fact, the Hebrew literally say$,have gotten a man, the Lotd’
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In other words, what she was saying wasre is the deliverer, here is the head crusiBurt’as we read on the great
irony is, Cain is not going to be a saviour. In factjshgoing to be a killer. And the Bible is later goingiescribe
the popular path that most people take, the path of rebgethie path of wickedness. The Bible call&lite way of
Cain’.

| believe that Cain was the prototype of all people bdandiell. | think Cain was the first man sentenced tib he
And his way has been popular, his way his broad. But todayt t@ focus on what the Bible says about Cain’s
younger brother. Abel managed to say a lot in a shoet. ti

Hebrews 11:4 ‘By faith Abel offered God a better saeitihan Cain did. By faith he was commended as aeogist
man, when God spoke well of his offerings. And by faghstill speaks, even though he is dead.’

In what way, does Abel still speak?message to the seed of the woman. A message of rébtike seed of the
serpentWhat does Abel still say to us todayvzll he says3 things 1. Abel still speaks of the necessity of faith.

In that great chapter idebrews 1iwhere all the heroes of faith are mentioned, thg frst name is Abel’'s. You
remember that chapter says in the beginnimghout faith it is impossible to please Godnd the very first person
that showed us that principle was Abel. By faith Adk¢red a better sacrifice to God than Cain did. Oiegtthat
story tells us is not only is man called to work but fritn@ very beginning he’s been called to worship. So, in
Genesis 4ve see men coming to God to worship him.

Now we need to ask the questiarhy was Cain’s offering of labour not pleasing to Gatiey both brought to God
the best of what they did all day. In the Old Testameain offeringswere often given to the Lord and he was
pleased with itBut why wasn'’t he pleased with the grain offering of Caiow obviously, the story leaves a lot out.
But | think the text implies that God had given specifi¢ringion concerning proper sacrifice.

Notice for example, there appears to be a proper ticeulse the text says literaligt the ends of days they came tc
the Lord.’So, in other words there waspaescribed time’ Apparently, there was alsdaescribed placeg’it says,
‘they brought their offerings to the Lord.’

Now where was thativly suspicion is, it was at the place where the dhenwere because in the Old Testament
often the cherubim guard the presence of God, but thettia speculation. But there was apparently a prescribed
time at the end of days. There was a prescribed plate t_ord. And evidently there was alswieescribed way’
Because notice God said to Caimhy are you angry? If you do what’s right, won't you beepted?God could

only say that if Cain knew what was right to do.

What does the Bible say about faitRaith comes through hearingfou can't act in faith until you'’re given a
revelation from God for you to act on. So evidently Gad iven to them an instruction about a time and a place
and a way to bring him offerings. And evidently God had urtséd these first worshippers, that the only acceptabl
offering for sin had to involve death. Now my suspiciethat he gave that revelation remember when he matke ci
of skin to Adam and Eve. But somehow God had communicatedetation that an offering of atonement must
involve death.

Yes, the Bible does talk about grain offering but neveafonement. Any offering in the Bible for atonemeintagy's
involved blood.Leviticus 17:11 ‘For the life of a creature is in the bloadd | have given it to you to make
atonement for yourselves on the altar; it is the dld@t makes atonement for one's life.’

Hebrews 9:22 ‘In fact, the law requires that nearlyrgWeng be cleansed with blood, and without the shedding of
blood there is no forgiveness’.

Now think about thisis that why possibly Abel was a keeper of flocB€2ause he wanted to act in faith to the
Lord’s command. You might sayell why wouldn’t he keep flocksow remember at this point man is still a
vegetarianWhy would he keep flocks, if he’s not going to eat mégjress the wool would be useful for clothing.
But evidently it was important to Abel to always make sheze was always a lamb ready for sacrifice to God.

You see, when it comes to approaching God, all men have ghbose either the way of Cain or the way of Abel.
Abel offered God faith, Cain offered God fruiRemember that
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Because those exact two choices are still the sametoices that men make today. Most men go the we@aiof
and they offer God the fruit of their hands. It coldgtheir labour. It could be their morality. It couldtbeir
religion. It could be their knowledge. Whatever it im boing to offer God the fruit of my hands. But théBisays
in the very beginningGod is not pleased with an offering of fruit for atoreath’ The only thing that can make
atonement is blood.

A well know British preacher called, G. Campbell Marg@as preaching one night and his neighbour was talking
a miner, who said| heard what you said about just excepting Jesus offermthe cross but | would love to believe
that and become a Christian, but that just sounds to@ ¢tbeae’.Morgan said to himdid you work in the mine
today?’The man saidyes’. He said,How did you get out?He said,well they have a big cage, which goes down
into the whole, you crawl into the cage and it picks ypui He said,Did you pay for it?’"He said,no | didn’t pay

for it, | just got on and went upMorgan said;well, if you didn’t pay for it, weren’t you worried ivas just too
cheap?He said,’oh no, the company spent a lot of money to build thaigthi

And then he realised, that just because something isdoesn’t mean that it is cheap. Men want to go theafay
Cain and come to God and sdiie way of faith is just too cheap, I'm going to imm&3sod with something with my
hands and give it to him and we’ll make a trade. Goduffpogive me, | give you something | made with my hands

The way of faith is not cheap, it's a free gift buisinot cheap. It cost God the blood of his holy anééss son to
make atonement for sin. The Bible say®mlippians 3:9, ‘God’s way of making us right with him depeod faith,
counting on Christ alone.’

A missionary went to the pacific islands one time hadcouldn't find a word for faith. One day, one of thaves
had crises in his life and he sai@puld | please come and lean heavily on yoArid the missionary realised that is
what he could use to communicate faith. And so, if wetWwaok toPhilippians 3:9ve could say,For God’s way of
making us right with him, depends on leaning heavily on Cfmissalvation.’

And that’s what Abel still says. He still declaras tmpossible to please God without faithAbel still speaks of the
hostility against righteousneskhe Bible says;That while they were in the field Abel attacked his bestand killed
him.’

Originally Cain was angry at Gosgp why did he turn his anger at God onto his brotMer?see, worldly people
cannot stand to be reminded that their lives are nat lipewith the will of God. Abel is telling us that devote pleo
should expect hostility from an ungodly woridJohn 3:11 ‘This is the message you heard from the beginve
should love one another. Do not be like Cain, whotgd to the evil one and murdered his brother. And why did
murder him? Because his own actions were evil and hisdssottere righteous. Do not be surprised, my brothers,
the world hates you.’

The preacher Billy Graham was playing golf with the pretidé the United States one time and there was a man
who joined in a few holes later. His friend saidhat was it like to play golf with the president andwRilly
Graham?’And the golfer said] don’'t need Billy Graham stuffing religion down my tlat’ And so, he went away
to the practice range. So, after he finished his friexd] ‘$ guess Billy was kind of rough on you out therd@®e
mankind of embaraced saldell, to tell you the truth, he never mentioned religonce.’

You see, just a simple example of Christ likenessigiasrant to him because it made his own deeds seewil as e
they were. Abel was hated because his life was a pudilidke to the way of Caihuke 11:51we find that when
Jesus was talking to the Pharisees, Jesus‘gaysinow, you guys, you Kill prophets and then your kids make
monuments to themhe says;you’ve been doing that ever since the days of Abel.’

So, Jesus says Abel was a prophet, so perhaps not odlpelid own righteous life rebuke Cain, perhaps Abel eve
preached to Cain. Perhaps Abel try to say to his brotherther Cain, you need to listen to God, you shouldguot
your own way, you should not rebel against God, you need what God says and you need to honour God.’

You see, Jesus knew something; he knew that the murderebivals really the work of the serpent. He saidahn
8:44, *You belong to your father, the devil, and you wardawy out your father's desire. He was a murderer from
the beginning.Jesus knew who was behind the murder of Abel. Jesus keewifspring of the serpent would
always be at enmity with the offspring of the woman.
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Paul said ir?2 Timothy 3:12, ‘Everyone who wants to live a godly lifeChrist Jesus will be persecutedou can
just count on that, there is not going to be any peaks. fThere is only one way we can avoid hostility friben
world and that’s to compromise and look so much like tbddithat they can’'t recognise their own actions akasvi
they are. That’s the only way.

Other words, there is going to be enmity between ted eéthe serpent and the seed of the woman as lohgsas t
world turns. It is going to be with us until Jesus cotreesk. If you accept a standard that is different froewtbrld.
There’s going to be clashes. If you pursue loyaltiesishabove earthly loyalties you're going to be opposed.

When God saidfrom this woman’s seed there’s going to be a head crus®atan made up his mind that he is goir
to attack every godly seed that comes from this womardi#ito Abel, he did to every prophet who came aftezl Ab
and he’s still doing it today. Don’t deceive yourselest someday there is going to be great harmony andishere
going to be great peace between the people of God anddple pé the world. There is never going to be peace.
Because Satan doesn’'t want peace.

What I'm saying to you is that you need to feel good tbatare on the serpents enemy list and when he comes a
you and he attacks you, when he sends the Cains of tH iwattack and oppress and confront and ridicule you,
you need to feel good that you are on the serpents em&miydcause this thing is going to keep going until the
world stops.

And that’s what Abel is trying to say. He’s trying to say‘you’'ve got to focus on faith’he’s saying?, ‘the hostility
between me and Cain is going to last until Jesus coaws. And 3. ‘Abel still speaks of the certainty of
judgement.’

Evidently Cain thought that nobody would notice his crifnétake him out into the field, we’ll be all by ourseds,
I'll kill y brother, who’s going to know?And so, God comes to him and sagsin, where is your brother&nd
this arrogant fool thinks he can even fool Godon’t know, | don’t make it my job to keep up with rbyother’.

And God says\What have you done? ListerMow I'm sure there was a pause and Cain turned his hedukatie
the sound of the birds in the trees, the sound of tlezbragainst the graivwhat? what?Then God saidyour
brothers blood cries up to me from the grouidid for the first-time God curses a man. And Cain he ikasdened
in sin at this point, he doesn’t respond with remorsejdesn’t fall down on his face and repent. He resporttis wi
reproach, he says{ou can’t do that, that's too much, | can’t bear whati'ye done.Basically, he’s sayingod,
you don’t have the right to assign that kind of judgment.’

Let me tell you something about the serpent’s seed aiteeglways blasting God at his right to assign judgment.
Have you ever heard this question? How can a loving Godpssrde to hellThe serpent has been getting Cainite:
to ask that question since the beginning of creation. i$matt the question the Bible asks. he Bible says up tham

a Holy God has the right to assign judgment.

Here is the question of the Bibldow can a Holy God let people into heaven? How can & Bol let people into
heavenAnd that is the question the Bible answers. Now the argdhing to me is that God put a mark on Cain to
say to the rest of the worlgkven this evil man’s blood is my property, so don’t toiich

But God also sent out another word. He put the worldler that God hears the cries of the Abels who Iheen
who have been treated unjustly and he will take up theiec&use of the things that burdens us as believers, is th
we see a world where is little justice and we get up#betGod.

Why do innocent babies get shot when there is a war?3/goag to speak for all the infants that were torn éut o
wombs by abortionists? What all the women who haes baped and the people who did it were never caught? A
the millions and millions of kids who have been abusethvamiated and nothings ever happened?

You know the list just goes on and on and on and on andral sometimes it gets so big that people even start to
doubt God. And they see this world that is so full ofusiged evil, they start to think nobody is in control. Ttsry
tells us that judgement is certain. God has heard thef@very innocent drop of blood that’s ever been spilt.

Revelation 6:9-11 ‘When he opened the fifth seal, | sadeuthe altar the souls of those who had been slaaubec
of the word of God and the testimony they had maintaifkey called out in a loud voice, ‘How long, Sovereign
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Lord, holy and true, until you judge the inhabitants ofddgh and avenge our blood?’ Then each of them was giv
a white robe, and they were told to wait a little longetil the number of their fellow servants and brotlvens
were to be killed as they had been was completed.’

That’s probably not the answer you want to hear toghastionGod, how long are you going to wait before you
avenge the blood of all the righteous people on e&mid?he answer isl|’ll take care of it, but not yet.But you
need to understand; nobody is going to escape the justi&edx court.

| heard about a man, who was convicted of trying to kaibatness, his lawyers filed appeals. So, he spent 3 year:
after he was convicted out of jail through the appealsga® They lost all the appeals and so he was sedtende
years in prison. They never told him where to repowlogre, so he never went. And for 7 years he just aent
about his life doing his thing. Until finally someone cauiet mistake and went to get him. | guess he just though
‘I wont have to pay, I've escaped justice’.

And that happens in the world, sometimes in the worldpledfall through the cracks in the justice system. But
God'’s justice system doesn’t have any cragkSorinthians 5:18ays,For we must all appear before the judgment
seat of Christ, that each one may receive what ihduador the things done while in the body, whether gooblaat:.’
A time is coming when all men will either be born agairwished they had never been born at all. The bloddef
still cries for justice.

You might be thinkingwait a minute, I've made mistakes, I've gone the wagah in my life, what hope is there
for me, if al the people I've hurt are crying for jus@d&ell, Abel still speaks, but loved ones Abel doesavédto
have the last word. Let me close by telling you thaislepeaks too and Jesus speaks a better word thanrAbel. |
Hebrews 12ve are toldhow awesome God is, how God is a consuming fire, B is a God that makes men
tremble and quack.’

But this is what it says about usebrews 12:22-24, ‘But you have come to Mount Zion, to tledry Jerusalem,
the city of the living God. You have come to thousands wpousands of angels in joyful assembly, to the chafch
the firstborn, whose names are written in heaveru Nave come to God, the judge of all men, to thetsyfi
righteous men made perfect, to Jesus the mediator ef aceenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a bett
word than the blood of Abel.’

You see, Abel’s blood cries out for judgement, but Jesogdotries out for mercy. Abel’s blood sends the sinner
away from God to wander and Jesus’ blood opens the waytt&bd. And so, the Hebrew writer said back in
Hebrews 10:19 ‘Brothers, since we have confidence to dr@dviost Holy Place by the blood of Jesus.’

All men can't hear the blood of Abel but God can buteéhsrsomething else that God can hear that men camt hee
God hears the blood of Jesus. And God hears every tertddbd of Jesus speaks for a sinner. Every time. Wi ne
to pray for sinners who are still living the way of hlitsti these people will face judgement. And if they do Imaxte
the blood of Jesus to speak for them, the blood of Abe$peak against them and they will be lost.

For this week, my challenge to you all and myself israty flor lost people and pray that God will send people who
have walked in the way of Cain to this church to be bééne blood of Jesus.



