‘Amazing disgrace’.

A couple go to a marriage counselor. She sdidjas all about respectShe said}he gave her no respectie’ll comes
home every day, smelling of work, walks past heahmkitchen, doesn't speak, gets beer out thgdridion't even
change or wash, grabs the TV remote and plonksdtimiswn in front of the TV and that's him for thaht. Then
comes to bed and doesn't shower until he gets feadyork next day. He decided to save his marri&igxt week he
went to work, took a change of clothes with himtekfwork he showered, put on after-shave, thefrésh clothes.

On the way home he stopped at the florist and boaigiuge bouquet of flowers. When he got home tadsat the front
door and rang the bell. His wife opened the damw, Bim looking good, smelling nice and holding tloevers. She just
burst into tears. Bewildered the man asked his Wifeat was wrong?'and she saidThis has been the absolute worst
day of my life, the cat got stuck up a tree, | kadall out the fire service; | got a call from sohto say that your son ha
been excluded for fighting; your mother calleddg she is coming to stay for two weeks; the washiaghine broke anc
the kitchen is flooded and to top it all off, | ares the door and you've come home drunk”

Once we make up our minds, a certain person had thisgracefully; it's hard to change our opinibowt them. One of
the amazing things about Jesus, was his abilisg&opeople as they could be, instead of as thelytasee Aren't you
glad that God can do that? Aren't you glad, tha¢m@od looks at us today He doesn't see all ttiktlsat we used to do,
but he sees what we can be in Christ Jesus.

The problem is, we want God to look at us that veay] we're slow to look at others that way. It'?amazing disgrace,
when we are unwilling to view others as God isimjlto view us. Let’s go tauke chapter /this is a story about a man
in conflict with Christ.

Luke 7:36-50 “One of the Pharisees invited Jeswesatavith him. Jesus went to the Pharisee's hausevas eating at the
table. A woman who lived a sinful life in that cityund out that Jesus was eating at the Pharisee&e. So she took a
bottle of perfume and knelt at his feet. She wgsgrand washed his feet with her tears. Then sieel dhis feet with her
hair, kissed them over and over again, and polnegérfume on them. The Pharisee who had invitealsJeaw this and
thought, "If this man really were a prophet, he lddinow what sort of woman is touching him. Shesrmer." Jesus
spoke up, "Simon, | have something to say to y8urion replied, Teacher, you're free to speak.J&ws said, "Two
men owed a moneylender some money. One owed hatnfimdred silver coins, and the other owed him.flYhen they
couldn't pay it back, he was kind enough to catiest debts. Now, who do you think will love himetimost?" Simon
answered, "l suppose the one who had the largbstdacelled." Jesus said to him, "You're right€n, turning to the
woman, he said to Simon, "You see this woman, dani®? | came into your house. You didn't wash net.fBut she has
washed my feet with her tears and dried them wethhiair. You didn't give me a kiss. But ever sihcame in, she has
not stopped kissing my feet. You didn't put any®loil on my head. But she has poured perfume ofeety That's why
I'm telling you that her many sins have been faggivHer great love proves that. But whoever recelitte forgiveness
loves very little." Then Jesus said to her, "Younsshave been forgiven." The other guests thougibo is this man who
even forgives sins?" Jesus said to the woman, "Yatlr has saved you. Go in peace."

We know that from reading the gospels, Jesus splkentitof time with the downtrodden and the outcdsociety.
However, there are other gospel stories where Jessisvith the well heeled or the well to do of ®bgi Just because
Jesus was interested in the rejected of sociadynali mean he was uninterested in the respectedctdty. So when a
rich, well respected man, like Simon, says) having a party in my house, will you conmieJgsus saidyes”.

So Jesus went to Simon's house and dinner wasdserttee courtyard, where anyone could have waikdd hear the
wisdom of the Rabbi and Simon was the host. Buathazing thing is, even though Simon was the lsoshebody else
gave the hospitality. Into the courtyard walkediwoman off the street. And we're talking not almhbmeless person,
but a woman who earned her living off the streeit. $he came to Jesus.

You see, it doesn't matter what we've done in #st.We don't know what our individual reputatians with people
right now. But this woman was not prepared to &tast or reputation keep her from approachingslasd we
shouldn't either.
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So she came to Jesus, and it would appear thatahgoing to anoint his feet with perfume, buttas got closer and
closer to him, Her emotions got the better of hret she broke down. She just began to weep. Nosaigting, but crying
her heart out.

She began to cry so hard, she splattered his fgeher tears and she wanted to clean it off, betuldn't touch
anything in a Pharisee's house, because she wasckran woman. So, she just took her hair andestaviping the tears
off of his feet and then she took the perfume aghb to pour it over his feet and kissed his feastantly. She just kept

crying.

Often Jesus would stop someone from crying. Herdbst®p this woman. It could be that she is wegbecause she is
repenting, instead of running towards sin, she nants to run away from it. And we should be doimg $ame: running
away from sin, not towards iren't we glad that Jesus is willing to publiclynaitithat he is a friend of sinneréfe is
standing up saying thatye is a friend of people who have sinned”.

Paulsays toTimothy, “Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves futlegatance: Christ Jesus came into the world to <
sinners--of whom | am the worst. But for that vezgson | was shown mercy so that in me, the wédsihaers, Christ
Jesus might display his unlimited patience as amgke for those who would believe on him and rezeiternal life.”

Jesus wanted to make public his patience and niereynners, but Simon didn't think that this wadisplay of patience
and mercy. Simon thought it was a spectacle, ahghand compromise. And he thought to himsédlthis man was
really a prophet; if he was really a holy man aontljust some con-artist, he would know she is &edgcsinful woman.”
Simon's view of righteousness demanded that yop keerself away from sinners like her. And to Sintbe whole
scene was an amazing disgrace.

In fact, Simon's conclusion was that Jesus' offgrace was disgraceful. He thought it was disdtddbat he would be
in the company of that kind of woman. He annoyesiseover how grace should be extended and Sinmmuot elone. Not
only does he have a lot of company in the Biblehag a lot more company today. People are congtaofused over
how grace should be extended to others.

Remember irMatthew chapter 2@he story of the vineyard worker§S®me worked all day; some only worked a few
hours and they were all paid the same amount.Hiset who worked all day complained that it was iunfdne owner
had been too gracious and he says to themarge 15“Can't | do what | want with my own money? Or dauy@sent my
generosity towards othersPhe owner tells them he can do what he wants wilolwn money, or are you envious
because I'm so generous that the problem?

Some people today are annoyed because Christ i®qugenerous with the wrong kind of people. Thaxactly how the
older brother felt in the parable of the ProdigahSHe thought it was disgraceful that his dad gemg grace to his
sinful brother who had squandered money on womdrbanze. The older brother was absolutely fizzimt wnger and
he was bitter about the grace his father had divdrs younger brother.

It was exactly the same with Jonah. In the Old dreentJonah disobeyed God's command to go to Ninevagettthe
people to repentBecause Jonah was afraid that God would forgivedipeopleJonah 4:1-2 “But Jonah was greatly
displeased and became angry. He prayed to the LORDORD, is this not what | said when | was stillhome? That is
why | was so quick to flee to Tarshish. | knew that are a gracious and compassionate God; slanwgder and
abounding in love, a God who relents from sendelgruity.

Jonah accused God of being irresponsible to pedptedidn't deserve it. He's telling God that gresceo good for some
people and he's telling God that he and his friemdsiown here to make sure that God doesn'trgsponsible with
grace. Just like Jonah, Simon believed that graasejust too good for some people. He thought tesalhthat,"Jesus
didn't know what kind of a woman she was”.

Well, guess whatRot only did Jesus know what kind of woman she,wasalso knew what kind of man, Simon was.
And for every person that disagrees with God about He dispenses grace, He has one questiorah 4:4 “The Lord
asked, "What right do you have to be angry?"
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Do we today, have any right to be angry at Gochtow God forgives peoplerhat's the question that was being posed
Simon in the parable. Jesus is sayii®ymon two guys were in debt, one owed a fortuhe;dther, a small amount.
Neither can pay, but they both get the debt camdetio matter the size of the debt.” “And Simoryehgou any right,
when you got your debt cancelled, to be angry at the Master wants to forgive someone else's debt?"

Who are we to say that it's disgraceful the way @isgdenses grace, when we need it so much our8dias's what
Jesus was trying to say, when he sdidmon, do you see this womariPhat's a weird questiohlow could Simon not
see the womarshe was right there! But there was another way8isaw the woman. Simon saw a Tramp. Simon sa
sinner. Simon saw a woman that wasn't good encugtihné love of God. You see Jesus was sayfigaon, you think
you see this woman, but you don't see the womad.tAa reason you don't see the woman, is becawsstijlcdon't
clearly see yourselfRemember this loved ones: nothing so blinds a peasa vision of their own sufficiency.

Let's take a look at how Jesus, looks at you ai@inabn, and at me. Because in that little paralddave a clear as an
example as anywhere in the Bible, of the Gospedr@acg to Jesus. Jesus says four things about dispe&h

Number 1:According to Jesus, the way Jesus seéd. it, men are debtors to God. Every single person. desesnot go
soft on sin. He does not gloss over sin. Jesustadnis woman has committed many sins. That'sheopbint. The point
is, Jesus contends, that every single personG®dis debt, regardless of their degree of sin. yowex is a debtor to God.

OK, so your list of sins might not be as long aserand the temporal consequences of your sin mghte as great as
Jeffrey Archer's. But the eternal consequencegiatas devastating. In fact, answer this queskimw many sins does i
take to send someone to hellist one. So if you're going to hell because of gins,does it matter if someone else's lis
is longer or shorter than your list, if you cardiyghe debtEveryone is a debtor before God.

Sowhy should we mind it here if our church becameéditisinnersBecause we all have debt we could not pay. In fac
if we really knew what lives in the heart of theopke we sit next to in church, we would probably ge and move. The
problem would be, they've already moved away fraon! Yeveryone is a debtor to God.

Is that how we see ourselves? Or is that how wglook at othersMere's a prayer we should take up; you've probab
heard it before’Dear God, So far today I've done all right. | haltegossiped; | haven't lost my temper; | haveeérb
greedy; grumpy; nasty; selfish or over indulgeraim thankful for that. But in a few minutes God) oing to get out of
bed and from then on, I'm probably going to nedd.h&veryone is a debtor to God.

Number 2:No one can pay off their debt to God. Most peolie, Simon, think the fact that they are much &ethan a
lot of other people, this will cover their debtGmd. Many think that God will measure how they'eet and if they've
been a lot better than other people, so they deqtire so much grace, then they'll be saved.

These people think that grace is like a bank letw do you get a bank loarydu prove you don't need one! You just
try going into the bank and sayirigim penniless; | have no money. Please give meesthhen wait and see what they
tell you. You get money from a bank when you cawwpryou don't need any.

And people think that's how grace works: You livgoad life. You prove to God you didn't need angogrand He gives
you some\Wrong! That's not how it works. There's going to be alfgieople on the day the debt is due who did more
right things than wrong things, but they're goiagvind up in the wrong place.

Because on that day a lot of people will be shocwdren they find out that God does not grade adegrd how many
good works they have done. All their currency, \elvat it is, it could be their good deeds; it cooddtheir Bible
knowledge; it could be taking care of the siclgatld be their faithfulness to their neighborgatild be the love of their
family. Whatever it is, all that currency is woehks in the sight of God.

Some might believe that they are a lot better 8tane of these people and they're probably righipandaps my debt to
God is not as big as their debt. However the peitttis: Jesus saitheither man had the ability to paylt doesn't matter
what size of debt we have individually accrued bethe Lord; we don't have anything to pay it dffithing.
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The way Jesus sees it, it's not; God helps thosehelp themselves. God helps those who are helplessadn't even
asked for helpPaulsays:Because all people have sinned, they have falent ©f God's glory’They receive God's
approval freely by an act of his kindness throughprice Christ Jesus paid to set us free fromltsmot a matter of
attainment; it's a matter of atonement.

Which leads on to the next pointumber 3:Forgiveness is based on the character of GodeTas nothing about the
character of the debtors, that merited the forgegsrof their debt. It was due solely to the natdfithe creditor. In other
words, God doesn't cancel our debt because weayecsl; He cancels our debt because He is. Itédysihis nature that
makes forgiveness possible.

Paulsays inEphesians‘All of us once lived among these people, and fo#d the desires of our corrupt nature. We di
what our corrupt desires and thoughts wanted ds t&0, because of our nature, we deserved Gogks arst like
everyone else. But God is rich in mercy becaudesofireat love for us. We were dead because ofadures, but he
made us alive together with Christ. (It is Godaagrthat saved you.)”

There was nothing in us that made salvation passibivas all in God. You see salvation is not veh@od makes up the
difference that we can't just quite pay off. Satwatis where God pays the debt, because we didn& hny currency at
all. But God, who is rich in mercy, offered grace.

Writing to Titus, Paulsays¥Indeed, we, too, were once stupid, disobedierd,rarsled. We were slaves to many kinds
lusts and pleasures. We were mean and jealous. &#&hated, and we hated each other. However, wbhdroGr
Saviour made his kindness and love for humanitgappe saved us, but not because of anything dedree to gain
his approval. Instead, because of his mercy hedsas through the washing in which the Holy Sgires us new birth
and renewal. God poured a generous amount of tine &pus through Jesus Christ our Saviour. Asslt, God by his
grace has given us his approval and we have bebemsewho have the confidence that we have evertpite.”

Paul is saying:forgiveness is rooted totally in the nature of Goltls the kind of God he i8V/hy does that bother us?
Why does it bother us that forgiveness is rootetthéngrace principle and not the merit principtefothers us because it
doesn't seem fair to us.

We're saying'That's not fair God. | have tried hard to keep¢benmandments. | have tried to be a good stewayal td
church when the doors open; | read my Bible evasgy idon't do bad things. | have really tried. fdpesn't seem fair
that you would extend grace to someone who hasiderthe same effort I've made!"

Each and every one of us, were in total abject.d&bthad nothing and God forgave it. He's not iingahem any
different, than He's treating uss like a man who had his portrait taken. Whemieat back to review the proofs, he
complained to the photographer, that they didntidojustice. The photographer told him, he dide'¢d justice - he
needed mercyWWe don't need fairness. We need more than fair.tWhaneed is so totally out of proportion, to whet
deserve. We need grace.

Number 4:Grace is received by faith in issues in love. Bhatir part. We receive it. We say thank you Gatlascept it.
The only thing we can do is receive the forgiven®gs can't buy it, not even with love. This womaasmot forgiven
because she loved; you can't earn forgivenessvtyddard.

In verse 5Q)esus said:Your faith has saved youSomewhere in the past she has heard Jesus teachaSheard the
Good News, that God loves sinners. That God wagdplp to be with Him. That people matter to Godd Ahe believed
it. She came to find Jesus, because when you tegliigve God and receive His gift, the responsdvigys praise and
worship and loveAlways. That's what she was doing. She was pouring odeeus.

Look at something else here: The things that skd tsseduce men with, she used her hair, shehesdgbs and she
used her perfume and now the things she used tehsfs given to honor God. Remembeise 47: “That's why I'm
telling you that her many sins have been forgivéer. great love proves that. But whoever receiudls fiorgiveness
loves very little."
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She lavished love on Jesus because of what sheebaiged form Jesus. Simon's been counting thegutangs, just
like you and I. He’d been counting on how many trhe'd been going to church; how much money he&hgo the
Temple; how many verses of Bible he knew and ahese things are good and noble, Batiisays inGalatians, “As far
as our relationship to Christ Jesus is concermelbesn't matter whether we are circumcised orButtwhat matters is a
faith that expresses itself through love.”

The only thing that counts is faith expressinglitdeough love. Simon didn't love much. Becausa& didn't think he
needed much. That woman knew she needed a loheneéseived it and her love was overflowing. Tlayris, if
Simon and that woman walked into any one of manydattes today, he would be made an Elder and shila/baven
be allowed to teach Sunday School.

In the eyes of Jesus, which one was the Amazirgyatie 2Our misunderstanding of how God sees us, deteshioe/
we see others. How we think God sees us, affestsd®see other people. Anyone, who sees themsa$vagjood
person paying off a small debt, will look down ahers. On the other hand, those who see themsatvasbtors in need
of grace to be saved; they will be a friend to sinsn

In 1 John 10+11t saysThis is love: not that we have loved God, but thatoved us and sent his Son to be the payn
for our sins. Dear friends, if this is the way doded us, we must also love each other.”

And in Ephesians, Pawtrote:“Be kind to each other, sympathetic, forgiving eatler as God has forgiven you throu
Christ.”

It is disgraceful for a Christian not to look ahets, as we want God to look at us.Linke chapter 6, Jesisaid:“Be
merciful as your Father is mercifuM/hen we see an unsaved person, just remembeftiese but for the grace of Go
go I. Any other view is a disgrace.

If you would like God to pay off your debt, why naxtcept his free offer. Confess your faith in Chnspent of your sins
and be baptised and God will clear your de¥hy wait?



