‘A song we can trust.’

A woman who was a member of a church used to sing sopraealay she died and went to heaven. Peter was uy
there and stopped her at the gate askig]l, how many false notes did you sing in your lif@he soprano singer
answers,Three.” ‘Three times, guys'says Peter, and along comes an angel and sticksgranecsinger three times
with a needle'Ow! What was that for?she asks.

Peter explains thathere in heaven, we stick you once for each false ymtidre sung down on Earth.” ‘Ohsays the
soprano singer, and just as she’s about to step throughatib® she suddenly hears a horrible screaming from bet
a door.'Oh my goodness, what is thatghe asksOh,” says Peterthat’s a tenor singer we got some time back. He
just about to start his third week in the sewing machine.’

Aren’t you glad that’s not a true stor@herwise we would all be in trouble. Now | don’t knatout you but | love
singing, especially singing songs to God. I'm not very goaidbatt | love singing anyway because | know God love
being sung to. And there are hymns which are hard to sthgvhat | mean by that is that there are songs ‘likegre
He leads, | will follow’and I think to myselfwould | really do that? Am | willing to carry my old ruggeass?

heard of one brother who instead of singitgke my life and let it beivould sing,'take my wife and let me be.’

| want to talk to you today about the song written by Kirayid which we calPsalm 131It's a short Psalm but it's
certainly not the shortest, that would Pealm 114vhich incidentally if you were to split the whole Bibiehalf into
chapters and verse3salm 114vould be right in the middle. But it's a song which teeaelites would sing with
conviction because they had personally experiencedtivbgtwere singing about.

Now Psalm 131is psalm of what we call ascent. And what | mearhlay is that David wrote it in order for it to be
sung along with fourteen other Psalms, as the Jews reaidgoturney up to Jerusalem to observe any special days
to celebrate the many different feasts to the Lord.

But it's one of those Psalms where everyone who sungrie claiming that God gives them peace of life bezaus
they have cast out pride from within themselves. Andishase of those songs that the people couldn’t just move
their lips or replace the lyrics. They had to realllidve it with all their hearts that their pride had gamel life is
now peaceful because of God.

Psalm 131:1-3 “My heart is not proud, LORD, my eyes ardhaoghty; | do not concern myself with great matters
things too wonderful for me. But | have calmed and quieted Inysen like a weaned child with its mother; like a
weaned child | am content. Israel, put your hope in the LOBID now and forevermore.”

Now notice the humility involved in this song. David say8y heart is not proud, LORD, my eyes are not haughty
Now | don’t know about you but pride is something | struggté fvom time to time. | take pride in the way | look,
the way | dress, the way | present a sermho@member a few years ago | had a t-shirt made ankeofndnt of it |

had the wordsno one does humilityprinted on it but on the back of it, | had the wotlilsz | do.’ | got it made as a
joke, as a talking point but | soon realised that a fewleabought | was full of myself, so | never wore it imga

Now | believe there’s a touch of that in most ofthere are times when we think too highly of ourselves. And |
sure some of you know of some preachers who think theije@®od’s gift to the pulpit.

| remember the first time | preached in America. Thaye a tradition over there where the preacher gabe tmain
door at the end of the service and shakes the hand oieiimbers as they are leaving. Well, | stood at the door anc
one person after another told me how wonderful my senwas and one woman said to nieat’s the finest sermon
she’d ever heardo which | replied;this week.’

| mean when you get told those things, how wonderful yeurw powerful the sermon was, week on week, | car
understand why many preachers would quickly come to belmtdhey were God’s gift to the pulpit. David sdys,
refuse to think too highly of myself, | refuse to think I'nora important than anyone els&hink about this, here’s
the King of Israel, who had many servants and wives argddngging,| don’t have to be right all the time, | don’t
need to be served all the time’. 'l don’'t need people ngrap to me to tell me how wonderful | am as a musician
and as a song writer.’

If this song tells us anything about David it certainly telighat he was a humble man.
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Now if this song was written by a slave, it wouldn’t meélaat much to us. But it wasn't written by a slaveyats
written by a king, the King of Israel, the same kingoad throne would stand forever according teamuel 7:12-1.6

Now the question has to be askkdy could David, the King of Israel who’s surrounded by thousahdsrvants,
thousands of fighting men still remain humblds&lieve the answer to that question is that he niewgot where he
came from and what he was. He never forgot that momdns ilife, when he was just a young shepherd boy, as w
have recorded ith Samuel 1&vhen he was anointed by Samuel. Ok he messed up witkHgdidn but after that
event, he never let his success as a king or thegyo&bd put him in, change who he was. He never forgtt tha
ultimately he was still a servant of the Most High.

Now let me ask you, do you know anyone like tHad® and I'm sure you do too. Some of the greatest preaareer
know, are also the most humble people you'll ever neaet within the Lord’s body. You see loved ones, we've
still got a long way to go to learn the lesson of hugil\nd if there is one Bible passage, if applied tchezwur
lives that would sto9% of church fights and quarrels it would be the passagengerfPhilippians Philippians
2:3+4 “Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conc&ather, in humility value others above yourselves,
looking to your own interests but each of you to therasts of the others.”

That one passage of Scripture would stop a lot of usetggsfy and quarrelling among our church&s nothing
out of selfish ambition or vain conceiPaul says:Rather, in humility value others above yourselves,looking to
your own interests but each of you to the interesteebthers.”

Christians who look down on other Christians or cise and judge other Christians and think they are more
important than any other Christian have simply forgotteere they came from and who they are. Loved ones we
don't always have to be right, we don’t always havedadreated with tender care. You see if we are lookiriget
treated with tender care all the time and we try to jpesiple to see that we're right all the time. All reetloing is
setting ourselves up to get hurt and when we get hurt werigemiserable and when we’re miserable, nobody war
to be around us or care about anything we think.

David says, remember where you came from, get rid opttide and remember that you too are a servant of the
Most High.James 4:6 “God opposes the proud but shows favour to tHelditks someone once said to méye
got two choices in my Christian life when it comeptale, | can humble myself or God will humble me.’

Remember what Paul wrote to the church in Philippi eamog JesusPaul wrote irPhilippians 2:5-8 “In your
relationships with one another, have the same mindss€hrist Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did not
consider equality with God something to be used to his owmgatye; rather, he made himself nothing by taking tt
very nature of a servant, being made in human likedggkbeing found in appearance as a man, he humbled
himself by becoming obedient to death—even death on a'tros

Jesus, the only human who'’s ever lived, the only One aldne deserved all praise and honour humbled Himself.
Jesus, God in the flesh, placed a towel on His lapnaashed the disciple’s feéflatthew 20:2&ells us that Jesus,
‘came not to be served by to servi@avid never forgot where he came from and what heamdd pray that we
don't either.

| don’t know about you but as | get older I'm fast dig&ong that | don’t have to figure everything out in lifelon’t
need to understand how many planets there are in thesgstam. | don’t need to understand why so many people
are obsessed with Eastenders or Coronation Stremt'tirteed to understand the science behind a mobile phane ¢
computer.

And David says irPsalm 131:1“1 do not concern myself with great matters or thingswooderful for me.”David

is saying what | just said and that’s basically, theeesame things in this life that | haven’t got a cluewabdhere

are some things in this life | simply don’t understand dwedmain reason | don’t understand is because halirtiae
it's beyond me and I'll never understand. And David sagaibbge he doesn’'t understand certain things in life, he’s
not going to try to understand them, he’s not even goitgtioer about them.

And this is a lesson some people including Christians meledutn at times. We don’t have all the answers toyeve
guestion that comes up about life. Some people don’t wamteass, so they don’t ask any questions and they simp
go through life happily ignorant of what's going on aroundrth&nd then there are those who want to be able to
understand everything, and sadly it's those people whdhamaost frustrated in lifeyhy?
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Simply because they cannot accept that some thingse icalnnot and will never be completely understood.
Throughout the ages there have been great philosophessiantists. There are people who spend their whole live
trying to discover how the world was created. Thergaople who spend their whole lives trying to discover the
mysteries of the universe.

We sing that hymn calletbeyond the azure bluand it’s a great hymn. Now the man who wrote those wwedsa
man named\. W. Dicusbut what a lot of people don’t know is that he inventedihdicator for cars but he was alsc
a professor in nuclear physics. But look at the conalus@came to after many years of researchhihg stanzas
says this,Secure is life from mortal mind, God holds the germ witHia hand, though men may search they cannc
find, For God alone does understand.’

Do you know what he’s saying therd@’s saying there are some things in life we simply ciguire out and God is
one of them. God has gone through a whole load of foka@rtaith human history to make Himself known to us
through creation, through His Word, His Son, and the poesef His Spirit in our lives. But let’s be honesgre’s a
whole lot more we simply don’t understand about God hedvay He operates. There’s a whole load of things the
God has done and still does that we simply don't futiggarstand and never will.

Why does God allow so much pain and suffering to contindlee world today? Why does God still love mankind ¢
much, despite the fact that most of mankind won’t eemowledge Him? Why will God allow me to enter into
heaven when I let Him down so many times in my life?

You see loved ones the Bible answers most of lives qusstiut not all of them and it's those questions we simpl
have to trust by faith. When we think about David and wektabout his knowledge of God. He didn’t understand
how God knew, when he sat down and when he stood up.

He didn’t understand how God knew, what he was goingytbetre he said it. He didn’t understand how God sa
him in his mother's womb when He formed him. He didn'tlenstand how God knew all the days he had ordainec
for him before they came into being. He didn’t undardthow he could never escape or hide from God. InHect,
said inPsalm 139:6 “Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, too loftyne to attain.”

Loved ones there are a whole load of things about Gddhaw He operates that we simply need to give up trying
understand and stop trying to figure Him out. After all,caa’t fully figure Him out through the inspired Word He
gave us. But not only should we stop trying to figure Godwatshould stop trying to figure people out.

How many times have we heard someone ‘s$ayst don’t understand that person? | don’t understaed thinking?
You see we often say that God is a mystery, butdalty is, so are people. Jeremiah the prophet knevptugtle
were mysterious, he said Jeremiah 17:9The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond curea @én
understand it?The apostle Paul knew that people were mysteriousthwty he said id Corinthians 2:11For
who knows a person’s thoughts except their own spititizvvthem?”

The truth is, I try to figure people out, when the fact ican’t even figure myself out firdatvhy do you think people
spend thousands of pounds for counselling to&gdple are trying to get help, to help try and figure therasalut.
Now as Christians we can sometimes make that santekeniand what | mean by that is, we think if we canmy a
understand someone first, then maybe we can change tlrewordler many people want to become Christians bu
never do because they have been taught or they think/éhggt to change first.

I'll stop drinking then I'll become a Christian, I'lt@p sleeping around and then I'll become a Christiae. talked
and studied with many people over the years who trdig\umethey’ve got to sort out their lives first befohey
come to the Lord. Listen loved ones God accepted yduhasvay you wergjidn’t He?He didn’t say to meMike
you've got to stop drinking and taking drugs and sleeping arounthand’ll accept you”

If you're not a Christian today and your thinking I've gotort this or that out in my life first before Godlaccept
me, you’re wrong. God will accept you just the way yoe, avarts and all. The truth is, | can’t change ywamwy can't
change you but God can. And the reason God can changs pecause He'’s got you figured out, He understands

And He, with the help of His Holy Spirit will help ydae the very person you’ve always longed to be. Paul psibs it
beautifully in2 Corinthians 3:18 “And we all, who with unveiled facesteomplate the Lord’s glory, are being
transformed into his image with ever-increasing glory, Winmocmes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.”
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Paul says slowly but surely when we become Christiand, begins to work in us and helps us to act, think, Ine a
look more and more like the glorious people we were edgat be.

David continues and saysHsalm 131:2 “But | have calmed and quieted myself, | amalikeaned child with its
mother; like a weaned child | am contertWhat a beautiful glimpse into David’s life this is. Bi&ys his soul is no
longer crying and demanding that his passions in life bgfieaki And he’s not talking about when he was a two or
three-year boy, he’s talking about the time when hebheasy weaned peacefully in his mother’'s arms. In other
words, he’s no longer controlled by his selfish desine& in control of his desires.

| remember when our kids were babies, they would cry gndither to get fed or simply for attention. Butragst
parents know, there has to come a time when you nedelgjo and when they cry through the night you simply hay
to ignore them until they gradually fall asleep themsel¥es, it's hard ignoring them, yes, the parent in wants

to go in and comfort them and reassure them. But as pamthat is for both you and your child, you know it’s for
the best.

You see in a sense that’s what David went through topiadte in his soul. He had to deny his own desires, he ha
let go of self, he had to stop having things his way areebeed on, he had to let go of his anger to find peace in r
soul. He had to understand that some things in life wilpky have to go unanswered. And then that day came,
probably the day when the child he had with Bathshelzh diben he came to master his desires, rather thanghavi
his desires master him.

Paul says ilRomans 8:13‘For if you live according to the flesh, you will dibut if by the Spirit you put to death the
misdeeds of the body, you will livePaul says we need allow God to help us through His $pikitl of those

selfish, deadly desires we struggle with. Because B #nd only then will we be content with not havingladl t
answers to life’s questions and find peace for our souls.

We can imagine David thinking about these words as he walts lgrusalem. We can imagine the Israelites singi
these words while they're walking up towards Jerusalem ttyehg many different feast. We can imagine them
walking towards the Creator of the universe to worship Hithjast praise Him for all the marvellous things He’s
done for the Israelites as nation.

And as they get closer and closer to Jerusalem, Incagime them being filled with excitement as they seadhinds
of people, some singing, some dancing, getting ready fde#sé celebrations. | can imagine them pausing on the
city borders, full of humility, remembering who thegre and what they were. And thinking to themselvesyv,
what an awesome God we serve’

And because they recognise the awesomeness of Godaridvily they are in comparison. They sing the final
stanza oPsalm 131:3 “Israel, put your hope in the LORD both noavfarevermore”The realisation of where
they've come from and who they were as a people aght home in this simple truth. God is a God we chnare
and trust.

Jeremiah wrote ihamentations 3:22-24 “Because of the LORD'’s great lovamenot consumed, for his
compassions never fail. They are new every morningtgseyour faithfulness. | say to myself, “The LORDmig
portion; therefore | will wait for him.”

Do you believe that? Do you believe that His meraiesnew every mornind®ot every week or every month or
year but every morning. God gives us every day, everythingeed to help us through today. Which means | don”
need to worry about getting through tomorrow because Heddare new, each day as it comes all over again. Y
see if my hope is in God then that means | need folsiping | can figure things out or others can figure things ou
Putting my hope in God means, | trust and know that Hé laddigured out.

Let me encourage each of us today, to trust God today} tuphope in God today, tomorrow and all the days of
our lives. Let me encourage you to remember where you cameahd who you are every time you make that
journey here, each Lord’s Day to worship and sing pras&ot.



