“A different kind of peace”

| would like to begin by telling you a story | heard abduee churches, Baptist, Methodist, and Presbyterianhayd
worked together to sponsor a community-wide revival. Aftierrevival, had concluded, the three pastors were
discussing the results with one another. The Methaodisister said, The revival worked great for us. We gained fo
families as new members of our congregatidiné Baptist preacher sait¥Ve did even better than that. We gained
new families as members of our congregatidimé Presbyterian pastor saiuyell, we did even better than that! We
got rid of ten of our biggest troublemakers!"

And | guess the point of the story is trouble makersabti@ver this sin cursed world we’re living in but Chrissa
should be pursuing another type of peace from what thiel'wadea of peace is. According @alatians 5:22ll
Christians possess peace.

Now it should be of no surprise to us that Christians lshoossess the fruit of peace in their lives sinceCiestian’s
Father is a God of peack.Thessalonians 5:23 “May God himself, the God of peacetisayou through and
through”. And how didlsaiahdescribe Jesus Isaiah 9:@“And he will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty Go«
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”

You see when it comes to peace most of the world dimks about it at Christmas time. Someone said thathiese

that best sums up the Christmas seastfdace on earth, Good will to all and Batteries nduphed.” Have you ever

heard anyone praying for peace in the wotltiiz is a common prayer especially at Christmas thaosv as Christians
| believe we should pray for peace but | don’t think tleelevunderstands what they are praying for. They think no
more wars, no more murders, no more terrorism, ewelygetting along with everybody else.

Let me tell you, the world seeks peace through positiveitignkranquillisers and Electrotherapy, that's wrong. An
so | guess the real questions of the nightndrat is this'peace"enjoyed by those who walk in the Spirit? How does
person come to have this peace? How can we be suresterye this peace, and enjoy it to its fullest extent?

You see like | said earlier peace is often defined in dyative terms as though peace were simply the absence o
conflict. But when you look at the peace we find witliia Scripture it also includes positives. The Greek word for
peace iseirene’, which is defined a$eace between individualfi some parts of the New Testament it used in tel
of, “the tranquil state of a soul assured of its salvatwaugh Christ, and so fearing nothing from God and content
with its earthly lot, of whatsoever sort that is"

In other words, rather than simply being an absencerdfict, the peace God provides is a condition that stppe in
nature and an active fellowship, harmony and concorddsetundividuals.

A man was walking home late one night when he camesa@ woman, who was standing under a streetlgbkjrig
intently down the street; the man says to the wotdmat are you looking for?The woman repliedMy keys” The
man said;Where did you lose them3he saidOver there"The man saidWhy are you looking over thereThe
woman repliedThe light is better.”

You won't find peace in a lager bottle; you won't find pedy taking drugs. The point is this; if you are not in §hri
you cannot enjoy God'’s peace. If you are looking for pdaisentorning, then you need to look in the right place; n
where the world says you will find it. But where Godssggu will find it and the only place to find eternal pesc
Christ Jesus.

Don't be fooled my friends, there will never be peacthis world, because Satan is still around and Satssndoe
want peace. And so there will be no peace on earthJestis comes back. Biblical peace comes from Jesusavhe
to bring that very thing.

We already looked at Isaiah’s prophecy; let’s look ag#in beginning imsaiah 9:6-7 “For to us a child is born, to u
a son is given, and the government will be on his shaaulderd he will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Migl@gd,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increfbes government and peace there will be no end. Heeigin on
David's throne and over his kingdom, establishing and uplgpidwith justice and righteousness from that time on
and forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty will acqolsh this.”

To have this peace which the Bible talks about you nedrstaf least understand where this peace comes from.
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When Jesus begun his ministry here on earth, He dtaréaching and/hat did He preach®hen He came, He came
preaching peacdcts 10:36 “You know the message God sent to the peopseasl] telling the good news of peace
through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all.”

And like | said loved ones, it is Jesus who offers peackeyou won't find it anywhere else because the wonbis
able to offer it. Jesus Himself saidJahn 14:27 “Peace | leave with you; my peace | give yoa.rnad give to you as
the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and dbeafraid.”

And let me share with you something else about this géatdesus offers, you can possess it even though j@g |
in ruins and your going through all sorts of personal probl&ms know, try going to the doctors today and saying
“‘my life is in a mess, my wife has walked out with #rey man, my kids are hooked on cannabis and | judt can
handle it anymore The doctor would sayHere are some antidepressants and here is the nohdeood
counsellor”.

Well loved ones asaiahhas already told us, Christians have the best counsiedir is and that's Jesus asd't that
wonderful?Jesus tells us idohn 16:33hat even in the midst of tribulation you can find peéckave told you these
things, so that in me you may have peace. In this wordwill have trouble. But take heart! | have overconge th
world."

Now the peace which Jesus brought involves many thingsfamiich is the most important peace of p#ace with
God Now if you have your Bibles with you please turriRioman Swvhere we will find some of the greatest texts
within the ScripturesRomans 5:1 “Therefore, since we have been justifiezudir faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

You see peace with God comes when we are justified thy fand look what happens when you have this peace w
God.Romans 5:2-5 “Through whom we have gained access by iithhis grace in which we now stand. And we
rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. Not only sat Wwe also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that
suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, charactehaacter, hope. And hope does not disappoint us,
because God has poured out his love into our hearts bjollgeSpirit, whom he has given us”.

When we have that peace with God it makes us happwymuyfall we want to do is rejoice. And when we rejdtice
fills us with love, even in the midst of hard timewldribulation, but loved ones here comes the crunétwnans 5:6-
9 “You see, at just the right time, when we were gollverless, Christ died for the ungodly. Very rarely atlyone
die for a righteous man, though for a good man someogiet possibly dare to die. But God demonstrates his owr
love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Chdstd for us. Since we have now been justified by hisdltiow
much more shall we be saved from God's wrath through him!”

That peace and joy and love was only made possible bgwimg sacrifice of Jesus' blood. And that peace and jdy
love is still possible for us to enjoy today becausaslesse from the deaBomans 5:10+11 “For if, when we were

God's enemies, we were reconciled to him through the déaik Son, how much more, having been reconciled, s
we be saved through his life! Not only is this so, but ise eejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through
whom we have now received reconciliation”.

You see the tomb wasn’t the end, Jesus being nailed malkedoss and dying on it wasn'’t the eAd.Robert Lowry
the Hymn writer wrote;Up from the grave he arose; with a mighty triumpér diis foes; he arose a victor from the
dark domain, and he lives forever, with his saints taxeite arose! He arose! Hallelujah! Christ arose!”

Or in the words of thelebrewwriter in Hebrews 7:25, “Therefore he is able to save complételse who come to
God through him, because he always lives to intercededar’tiPeace with God is still on offer loved ones for tho:
who aren’t yet Christians and He longs to remind thdse ave Christians that you are still at peace with.Hi

Another peace which God has to offep&ace with marPeople say that during his reign as head of the SoviehyUn
Mikhail Gorbachesaid in an Italian newspaper interview that true soom¥igrks for social justice, freedom,
equality, and human values. He sdld,short, we promote the cause of Christ." Gorbad@lse toured Israel and
referred to himself as'dfelong socialist following in the footsteps of Jesudé said if peace and harmony arrive
between Palestinians and Israelisibuld have to be founded on the Spirit of Jesus."

You see loved ones only when a person finds peace witHiGbthey can go on to find peace with their fellow mat
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Now it's no secret that the Jews and Gentiles couktatid one another, the Bible is full of exampletheir hostility
towards each otheBut isn’t it wonderful that even theewsandGentilescould be at peace with one anothére
world cannot offer that peace but@srbache\said,“peace would have to be founded on the Spirit of Jesus."

Ephesians 2:11-14 “Therefore, remember that formerly youas@sentiles by birth and called "uncircumcised"” by
those who call themselves "the circumcision” (thatedm the body by the hands of men) - remember tithaatime
you were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenshigrael and foreigners to the covenants of the prgmise
without hope and without God in the world. But now inri€hJesus you who once were far away have been brouc
near through the blood of Christ. For he himself is ouc@eaho has made the two one and has destroyed the ba
the dividing wall of hostility.”

The Jews and Gentiles hated each other but when Jesgg’ igainderstood, all men can be at peace with eaah ot
And notice something else; it was only made possible thrdwegbame act which makes peace with God, the deat
Jesus ChristEphesians 2:15-16 “By abolishing in his flesh the law wglcgmmandments and regulations. His
purpose was to create in himself one new man out dimbyethus making peace, and in this one body to reconcile
both of them to God through the cross, by which he put tdvdleetr hostility”.

But loved ones as | said that peace wasn't just fopdlople of Jesus’ time, it was for you | and everyone tamight.
Jesus didn't just come to preach peace for the peopiesiday; He came to preach peace to all of mankirithas
tells us in the next versEphesians 2:17 “He came and preached peace to you who wawefaand peace to those
who were near”.

And loved ones, that peace is really amazing becausmib#ers three other wonderful thindstof all Paul says in
Ephesians 2:18 “For through him we both have access to tiher By one Spirit”"Jesus’ peace gives us direct
communication to God. No more going to the priestsamhihg them to pray to God for us, we can do that ourselv

2ndPaul says ifephesians 2:19, “Consequently, you are no longer foreigimersliens, but fellow citizens with
God's people and members of God's houseliddil says that this peace which you can have is a pdege all can
be fellow-citizens with the saints, a peace whereall be members of the family of God.

And thennumber 3 Paul says ifEphesians 2:20-22, “Built on the foundation of the aposttelsprophets, with Christ
Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. In him thdeathalding is joined together and rises to become ateohple
in the Lord. And in him you too are being built togetlieb&écome a dwelling in which God lives by his SpifRaul
says that Jesus’ peace is a peace where all careb®ktin the Lord, a home where God will live in ushe form of
His Spirit.

And then thdinal side of peace | would like us to look apisace with selfYou see loved ones, peace within our
selves only comes when we possess being at peace witlhi®agdh Jesus. Peace within ourselves only comes wt
we possess being at peace with God and being at peadbhegtharound us through Jesus. In other words, when .
brings us peace with God and man, peace within naturakynfsll

But Paul also describes this peace in another wa¥iiippians 4:6+7 “Do not be anxious about anything, but in
everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, pnegeur requests to God. And the peace of God, which
transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts andminds in Christ Jesus”.

This peace blesses the soul from within, now that’sesbimg else the world cannot do. Because Paul says this pe
comes from God. Paul says this peace surpasses all undergtal hat wordyuardthere is a Roman military word
and what Paul is saying is this peace protects and it ses\a&efortress to guard our hearts and minds. But again, it
only comes through Christ Jesus.

We get migraines and ulcers and high blood pressure and wadlves into early graves and we’re miserable and
snap at people, when our tempers are Pgial we're like that because of all the stuff we're warg about and we
say,“Why does God let this happen to me”? Do you know what Wioa is up heaven is thinking? “Why are they
letting this happening to them?” “Why don't they pray?

Now Paul doesn’t sayNow if you pray about everything God will always give yexerything you ask for'Wwhat
Paul does say iSwhen you start regularly praying to God you are going toagett you need most of all; you are
going to get the experience of a supernatural touch inlyetr
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Paul saysiyou are going to get a peace that will flood life, thatixan't even explain but you cannot explain away
either.”

Now this is hard to talk about because some of you peseaps never felt that peace and you think I'm sounding
crazy. But there have been times in my life whdnave just poured out my heart to God, that the peateSihd sent
was so present, | literally felt it. And | can’t eapi it, the Bible says]t’'s beyond understandingBut its God’s gift of
a supernatural visitation to you, to take away your worry.

You see Christians have something special. Our peace d¢amethe relationship we have with our Gddur peace

comes fronthe assurance of heaven for those who are fait@ful.peace comes frothe knowing that the blood of

Christ is continuously washing our sins awAgd our peace comes frokmowing that our salvation is assured and
already taken care dfhat’s what the Christian peace is and the world caoffiet that.

Loves ones, we must never forget that Jesus, asitieeRif peace, even before He was born He had peacadhn
Even on the night of His birth, it was pronounced byragedinLuke 2:11-14 “Today in the town of David a Saviou
has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. Thishwila sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in clodinsi

lying in a manger." Suddenly a great company of the heaveslydppeared with the angel, praising God and sayi
"Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to memhom his favour rests."

When He started His ministry, He came preaching peaeeli¢dl on the cross to make peace possible with God, n
and self. And when you think about His kingdom which Haldsthed after His death and resurrection, peace was
still is the key feature with that kingdomomans 14:17-19 “For the kingdom of God is not a mattertofgeand
drinking, but of righteousness, peace and joy in the Bplyit, because anyone who serves Christ in thisigvay
pleasing to God and approved by men. Let us therefore makg effort to do what leads to peace and to mutual
edification”.

So let me ask yowhere are you searching for peace? Maybe you looking foepegour local pub? Maybe you're
looking for peace when you read your star signs in thed leemwspaper? Maybe you’re thinking if | just divorce my
spouse and find a new one then | will have peace. Or nyaybbaven't made peace with God yet and lie in bed at
night worrying about your future in eternity?

You see loved ones, peace is only found in Christ arghitsst who replaces the world’s idea of peace in yaarts
with His peace. Paul says @vlossians 3:15 “Let the peace of Christ rule in yourtegaince as members of one bo
you were called to peace. And be thankf8it for that to happen we first need to allow Jesus to ggvidis peace as
Paul prayed for th&hessalonian® Thessalonians 3:16 "Now may the Lord of peace Himsedf you peace always
in every way. The Lord be with you all.”

Wouldn't you want to have that sort of peace in yougdito the very end of time? Do you want that peace @uatth,
with your fellow man and within? Do you really want tgerience thatpeace which surpasses all understandng"
Too many times | hear people say at funerat&ast they are at peace nolwét me be honest with you, if they are r
Christians, being at peace is far from their condition.

Matthew 13:47-50 "Once again, the kingdom of heaven isliket that was let down into the lake and caught all
kinds of fish. When it was full, the fishermen pulledp on the shore. Then they sat down and collectegabe fish
in baskets, but threw the bad away. This is how itlvalat the end of the age. The angels will come andateghe
wicked from the righteous and throw them into the fieiyace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teet

Now | don’t know about you but that sounds to me moretbkment than peace. Loved ones, you cannot be at pe
with God after your dead, you need to accept now. All yoe hawo is obey what Jesus said to His disciplesighor
before ascending into heavénatthew 28:18-20 "All authority in heaven and on earthbdeen given to me. Therefol
go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them im#imae of the Father and of the Son and of the Holgt Spi
and teaching them to obey everything | have commanded yousukaty | am with you always, to the very end of tl
age."

It's very simple, if you want Jesus to be with you aleyayou need to be baptised in the Name of the Fatte&dn
and the Holy Spirit. Loved ones, the peace that Jdters s a different kind of peace from what the wourdd o
offer. Let me encourage if you haven't already donetthapeak to someone before you leave today about what t
peace which God offers through His Son Jesus means to them



